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Hello Chapter Members, 

Please Note: Our next luncheon will be on September 4th.  I hope 

to see you all there) 

I hope you are enjoying the summer season. For those of us who 

did not catapult out of the area, we are enjoying the heat and 

humidity, only broken up by periods of light to moderate rain. To 

me, this is a welcome change from the Santa Anna winds en-

dured in Southern California. The Santa Anna winds can blast 

from 40 to 65 miles per hour and last up to 4 days. Honestly, this 

Florida weather is a welcome change. 

As you know, June 2024 was the 80th anniversary of Operation 

Overlord, the largest amphibian landing ever undertaken.  

“Operation Overlord was the codename for the Battle of Nor-

mandy, the Allied operation that launched the successful libera-

tion of German-occupied Western Europe during World War II. 

The operation was launched on 6 June 1944 (D-Day) with the 

Normandy landings. A 1,200-plane airborne assault preceded an 

amphibious assault involving more than 5,000 ships. Nearly 

160,000 troops crossed the English Channel on 6 June, and more 

than two million Allied troops were in France by the end of Au-

gust”. 

My wife and I traveled to Normandy last month. Sue’s father Jack 

was in the 82nd Armor Reconnaissance Battalion. Jack’s Company 

C was landed on Omaha beach on 9 June, 3 days after the initial 

invasion. Jack was driving the Ford M8 reconnaissance light tank, 

in support of operations to secure the Cotentin Peninsula. Jack 

survived the operation, while so many of our young heroes died 

in their effort to overthrow enemy totalitarianism. 

We toured the American beaches, Utah and Omaha, and then 

traveled to the American Cemetery. It was a very powerful expe-

rience, viewing the graves of so many young American heroes. 

They answered their countries’ call and gave the ultimate sacri-

fice to preserve and defend their beloved country. God bless the 

U.S.A. 

Placing a Veteran tribute coin on one of our hero’s stone marker.  
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DIRECTOR  

Lt Col Ferris Garrett, USAF (Ret)………….(813) 841-0532 
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DIRECTOR 

Jean Bennett Stratis……………………………(813) 758-7330 
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DIRECTOR 

LTC Benny Blackshire, USA (Ret)………...(813) 260-3105 

bwblacks@aol.com 

Chaplain 

 
Submitting Articles and Pictures 

for Military Officers Call 

Articles can be attached to an email. Microsoft 
Word works best (Arial or Calibri 12). You can also 
type your information into the body of an email 
where it can be copied and pasted into the news-
letter. 

Pictures should have a .jpg or .png extension. If you 
are sending pictures, please include the activity and 
the names of those in the picture. A few words on 
what the event is about will help interest the  
readers. Please ensure that you have the permis-
sion of the persons in the photos for publishing. 

If you have questions about your submission,  
contact Cliff Korn newsletter@sccmoaa.org. 
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mailto:garrett4@tampabay.rr.com
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See our NEW website for everything 

you ever wanted to know about our 

chapter! 

https://sccmoaa.org 

Our June Meeting 

Photos from the MOAA June Luncheon.   

The guest speaker,  

Lt Col Steve Murray, USAF 
 (*Ret), Communications and External Affairs Director,  

Florida Department fo Veterans Affairs. 

Sun City Chapter Honorary Member 

Bill Hodges has an award winning  

podcast that has information that will 

interest you. To listen to this Veteran’s 

Corner Radio podcast, click on the link 

below.  

https://feeds.buzzsprout.com/952243.rss 

  

https://sccmoaaflorida.org
https://feeds.buzzsprout.com/952243.rss
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Member Spotlight 
Chapter Chaplain 

LTC Benny Blackshire, USA (Ret) 

LTC Blackshire’s military service included: 8th Infantry Division (Abn) in Bad Krueznach, Germany; 
MACSOG, Vietnam (code named the Studies and Observations Group), which was the most secret 
elite U.S. military unit to serve in the Viet Nam War;  10th Special Forces Group, Fort Devens, MA;  
VII Corps Headquarters in Stuttgart, Germany; Regular Army Advisor to the 49th Armored Division, 
Texas Army National Guard; NATO LandSouthEast Headquarters, in Izmir, Turkey;  and two tours at 
the Pentagon, the last with the Department of Army Inspector General’s Office. 

Moving to Freedom Plaza, in 2014, Benny became active in the community and with the military 
associations. He served as President of the SCC Chapter and two years as the Florida West Central 
Area Vice President of MOAA. Other activities included the Military Order of the World Wars, Direc-
tor with the Retired Officers Corporation, committee to build the SCC Veterans Memorial, and past 
member of the SCC Chamber of Commerce.  

His military awards include the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal, Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal, two Army Meritorious Service Medals, three Army Commendation Medals and several ser-

vice and campaign medals and ribbons. 

Benny is married to Janet and has three children and six grandchildren. 

Army IG Airborne Training Vietnam Bronze Star 
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Surviving Spouse Corner 
Jeannie Stratis 

I hope everyone is having a wonderful summer! My 
son and I took a trip to Gatlinburg and had a great 
time enjoying all that the area has to offer.  

On a not-so-fun note, for the past few months, I have 
been dealing with a Tricare issue that I will share so 
others may avoid the headache. My full-time college 
student son turned 21 in February and due to some 
administrative issues, he was dropped from Tricare. 
We were able to remedy the issue, and he was rein-
stated to Tricare rightfully so. Because the plan went 
from family to single status temporarily and then 
back to family status, the payment amount dropped 
and then went back to the regular amount. According 
to Tricare, they sent an invoice to my home address 
for the amount owed for the months I was only pay-
ing single status. When reconciling my bank state-
ment, I realized I wasn’t charged anything the past 
two months and called Tricare. I logged into my Tri-
care account and realized my son and I were dropped 
from Tricare for nonpayment, and they didn’t have 
authorization to charge the higher amount that we 
were paying before. Of course, I discovered this late 
on a Friday afternoon and had to wait until Monday 
morning to tackle this.  When they checked my ac-
count, there was no history of the invoice being sent 
out. I have filed an appeal to be reinstated, but in the 
meantime, I am in limbo for regular medical care, and 
it could take several weeks before I receive an an-
swer. 

When I followed up with Tricare last week, they said 
a lot of people are being dropped for nonpayment 
due to bank accounts that have changed, temporary 
insufficient funds, etc., and many have said they nev-
er received any invoice or correspondence.  So my tip 
to all of you is to be vigilant and check automatic pay-
ment credit cards and accounts and verify that you 
are paying monthly premiums, etc.  Have a list of bills 
and any credit cards associated with them to update 
card expiration dates when necessary. It's always 
something!  

Looking forward to reconnecting with everyone in 
September, and don't forget to bring a friend and po-
tential new member to the luncheon! 

Chaplain’s Corner 
Benny Blackshire 

Greetings from the Chaplain’s Corner. I hope everyone is 
enjoying the summer break, although I miss the buffet 
luncheon. Remember we do not meet in July and August, 
but we look forward to seeing everyone again in Septem-
ber. Our meeting/luncheon will be the first Wednesday in 
September which is September 4th. Mark your calendars 
now. Here is an excerpt from Daily Devotions for Seniors, 
titled “Freedom to Grow,” by Christine A. Dallman. 

God is the consummate gardener of souls. He has both the 
concern for our welfare and the intimate knowledge of 
our needs so we can grow freely. He never gives our 
hearts too much shadow or too much sunlight (though at 
times we may beg for more). The soil, the air, the nourish-
ment, the water, all the circumstances for our particular 
disposition, are always just right. He makes no mistakes in 
his efforts to keep us strong and healthy. 

We can be certain beyond a doubt that as we place our-
selves daily in the care of expert hands, we will never stop 
experiencing the joy and freedom of spiritual growth that 
the Gardener’s touch brings. 

Prayer: My Creator, I trust you to give me everything I 
need to freely grow and thrive as one of your own. Amen. 
  

A little Humor: Here are some church billboard messages 
from God. 

Tell the kids I love them – God. 

Let’s meet at my house Sunday before the game – 
God. 

What part of “Thou Shalt Not…” didn’t you under-
stand? – God. 

Keep using my name in vain, I’ll make rush hour longer 
– God.  

Will the road you’re on get you to my place? – God. 

Have you read my #1 best seller? There’ll be a test – 
God. 

Don’t make me come down there!!! – God. 



 
       
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2024 Memorial Day Sponsor 

2024 Memorial Day Sponsor 

"This is historical fiction and will give the reader insight into 
one of the pivotal battles of the Vietnam war. Matt's work 
putting this together was prodigious. I don't know how he did 
it. As a historical novel, I think it is great." 

General Walter Boomer, US Marine Corps (Ret) 
Available on Amazon and Kindle. https://www.amazon.com/
Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/
ref=sr_1_1?
crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jac
kson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1 

David J. Gauthier 
Certified Public Accountant—Sun City Accounting 

Sun City Center, Florida 33573 

 

(813) 634-9500 
(813)642-8112-Fax 

 

      Income Tax Preparation 

         Corporate and Business Taxes 
        Accounting and Bookkeeping 

https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
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Sun City Center Chapter  
Military Officers Association of America 
P.O. Box 5693 
Sun City Center, FL. 33571-5693 

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. 
The Sun City Center (FL) MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of 
the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential associ-
ation of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. The newsletter is 
delivered electronically only. 
 

Commercial solicitation of members using membership rolls and/or 
rosters is prohibited.  Articles may be taken from MOAA and DoD publi-
cations. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the In-
ternal Revenue Codes. 
 
MOAA Take Action link:  https://moaa.quorum.us/ 

Florida House District 70 

Mike Beltran 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local - 3618 Erindale Drive 
Valrico, FL 33596-6311 
 

State - 303 House Office Bldg. 

402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee   32399-1300 

Tel.     Local - 813-653-7097 
 State – 850-717-5057 

Legislative Assistant - James Jacobs 
 

Florida Senate District 20 

Jim Boyd 

Offices and Addresses: 
Local - 717 Manatee Ave. 

Suite 100 
Bradenton 34205 

 

State - 312 Senate Bldg. 

404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee   32399-1100 

Tel.     Local – (813) 779-7059  
State – (850) 487-5020  

Legislative Assistant: 
 Amanda Romant  

romant.amanda@flsenate.gov 
 

Florida Congressional District 16 
Vern Buchanan 

Offices and Addresses: 
 Local - 510 Vonderburg Drive 

             Suite 303 
             Brandon, FL 33511 
 

  

 

 

DC - 2110 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
 Washington, DC 20515 

Tel.     Local – 813-657-1013 
 DC – 202-226-5015 

 Fax – 202-226-0828 
Hillsborough County Field Representative/Constituent  
Service – MarDee Buchman 

 

U.S. Senators 

Marco Rubio 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local - 501 E. Polk Street 

Suite 601 
Tampa, FL 33602 

 

DC - 284 Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 

Tel.     Local – 813-947-6288 
 DC – 202-224-2573 

 Fax – 202-224-3041 
Legislative assistant: 

 Taylor Sanchez 
 

Rick Scott 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local -801 N. Florida Ave 

Suite 421 
Tampa, FL 33602 

 

DC - 716 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20510 
Tel.     Local – 813-225-7040 

 DC - 202-224-5274 
Legislative assistant: 

 Kyle Joshua Hill 

 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1632609230369398

