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President’s Message  
CDR Bill “Bullet” Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret) 

 

 
I am looking forward to seeing all of you at our June 5th lunch-

eon. It will be the last meeting before the summer break. There 

will be no luncheons held in July and August. Our next meeting 

will be held on September 4th.  Have a Happy, Healthy, and Safe 

summer. 

Our MOAA Motto: NEVER STOP SERVING 

There are a number of our chapter members who have been 

very active in volunteering for community projects. On most Sat-

urdays, there is a group of our chapter members that gather at 

the Ruskin Memorial Cemetery. Their project is to clean and tidy 

up veteran’s gravestones and markers. Once these memorials 

have been cleaned, an 8x12 

inch American flag is displayed 

honoring these veteran’s monu-

ments.  This same group will 

also volunteer, as part of a larg-

er community effort, at the 

Tampa Memorial Park Ceme-

tery. Memorial Park Cemetery 

was purchased by the City of 

Tampa in May 2023 and was in rough shape when the cleaning 

project began last year. After several group efforts, the Veteran’s 

stones are looking quite a bit better. 

Please Help US.     Membership Committee Members Needed.  

 We are still looking for 4-5 of our chapter members to form a 
“Membership Committee”. We are looking for great ideas on 
how we can keep our members interested in the chapter and 
also remain with us in the chapter. Also, we are looking for ideas 
on how to recruit new members. The committee will be formed 
by the volunteers without interference from the Board members. 
We are looking for new and fresh ideas. Please email presi-
dent@sccmoaa.org if you would like to take on this important 
mission. 
 

June Program 
Lt Col Steve Murray, USAF (Ret) 

Steve Murray is the Communications and External 
Affairs Director of the Florida Department of Veterans 
Affairs (FDVA) in Tallahassee, Fla. The retired Air Force 
lieutenant colonel oversees and directs the department’s 
public affairs program of community outreach, media 
relations, social media engagement, branding, and em-
ployee communications, linking Florida’s more than 1.4 
million veterans, their families, and survivors to earned 
services, benefits, and support. He also serves as the de-
partment’s emergency manager. 

An Operation Iraqi Freedom vet-
eran, he assumed his current du-
ties in 2006. During his Air Force 
career, he served as Director of 
Public Affairs with the Air Force 
Office of Special Investigations 
(AFOSI), Faculty Head of the Pub-
lic Affairs Department at the De-
fense Information School (DOD), 
and Director of Public Affairs at 

Headquarters Air Force Recruiting Service. 

Steve Murray's commitment to the community ex-
tends beyond his role at FDVA. He serves on the Board 
of Directors for Honor Flight Tallahassee, the Florida 
Health Care Association’s Public Relations Committee, 
and the Florida Council of Chapters for the Military 
Officers Association of America (MOAA), further ampli-
fying his impact on the veterans' community.  

He has received numerous military and civilian 
awards in his long and distinguished career; his official 
biography can be found at the following link:  

https://www.floridavets.org/wp-content/
uploads/2024/02/Steve-Murray-2024-Short-
Biography.pdf 

He will discuss FDVA’s work on behalf of Florida’s 
veterans with the state legislature and the U.S. Congress 
and provide an update on Florida’s most recent legisla-
tive session . 

mailto:president@sccmoaa.org
mailto:president@sccmoaa.org
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$19.00 - 5 June LUNCHEON - $19.00      

To Register: 813-924-1983  
Reservations no later than 6 p.m. Sunday, 2 June 2024 

Florida Room, Atrium Building 

945 North Course Lane , Sun City Center, FL 33573  
Please give full names of members and guests, total 
number attending.  Cost is $19.00/person payable at 
the door (cash, check, or credit card).  Social hour be-
gins when you arrive, and the  Business meeting starts 
at 11:00 followed by a speaker and lunch.  

Remember, if you make a reservation and do not 
attend, you are expected to pay. Bring payment to next 
meeting or send check to: 

Military Officers Association of America  
Post Office Box 5693 

Sun City Center, FL  33571-5693 

Buffet Luncheon Menu 
Garden Salad Bar with Dressing Assortment, Rolls & Butter 

 Entrees: 

• Meatloaf 

• Fried Chicken 

• Baked Cod with Lemon Sauce 

Starch: Vegetable du Jour 

Desserts:  Chef’s selected desserts 

Beverages: Decaf Coffee, Iced Tea, and Ice Water  

 2023/2024 Chapter Officers 

PRESIDENT 

CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)……………(805) 506-3269 

president@sccmoaa.org  

1st VP  

COL Danny Melton, USMC (Ret)………..(808) 589-6553 

danny.melton@gmail.com 

Program Chair 

2nd VP 

Maj Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret)…………..(813) 677-2606 

membership@sccmoaa.org 

Membership Chair 

TREASURER 

Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret)....……..(603) 305-1062 

bill@wwpat.us 

SECRETARY   

Ms. Harriet Jordan, ……………………….....(813) 773-7676 

secretary@sccmoaa.org 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret)……………..(301) 529-4301 

eunice@sccmoaa.org 

 

DIRECTOR 

LTC Jeff Camp, USA (Ret)………. 

colcamp@icloud.com 

Legislative Liaison 

DIRECTOR 

CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret)…………….……(813) 532-0913 

newsletter@sccmoaa.org 

Newsletter Editor 

DIRECTOR  

Lt Col Ferris Garrett, USAF (Ret)………….(813) 841-0532 

garrett4@tampabay.rr.com 

DIRECTOR 

Jean Bennett Stratis……………………………(813) 758-7330 

jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com 

Surviving Spouse Liaison 

DIRECTOR 

LTC Benny Blackshire, USA (Ret)………...(813) 260-3105 

bwblacks@aol.com 

Chaplain 

 
Submitting Articles and Pictures 

for Military Officers Call 

Articles can be attached to an email. Microsoft 
Word works best (Arial or Calibri 12). You can also 
type your information into the body of an email 
where it can be copied and pasted into the news-
letter. 

Pictures should have a .jpg or .png extension. If you 
are sending pictures, please include the activity and 
the names of those in the picture. A few words on 
what the event is about will help interest the  
readers. Please ensure that you have the permis-
sion of the persons in the photos for publishing. 

If you have questions about your submission,  
contact Cliff Korn newsletter@sccmoaa.org. 

mailto:president@sccmoaa.org
mailto::danny.melton@gmail.com
mailto:membership@sccmoaa.org
mailto:bill@wwpat.us
mailto:secretary@sccmoaa.org
mailto:eunice@sccmoaa.org
mailto:colcamp@icloud.com
mailto:newsletter@sccmoaa.org
mailto:garrett4@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com
mailto:bwblacks@aol.com
mailto:newsletter@sccmoaa.org
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See our NEW website for everything 

you ever wanted to know about our 

chapter! 

https://sccmoaa.org 

 

 

 

Did you know we have a Facebook Page? We do! It’s a 
great place to see what’s happening in our chapter, and it 
allows you to express your opinions on our activities and 
keep in touch with other members. If you have a  
Facebook account, click the logo/link to “like” and follow 
our page. If you don’t yet have a Facebook Account,  
Facebook makes it easy to establish one. 
 

Our May Meeting 

Photos from the MOAA May Luncheon.  The guest speaker, Dr Susan MacManus  

Bill presents Eunice Patxot with the 

prestigious MOAA Leadership Award  

Dr. MacManus did it again! A full house listened in 

awe of her knowledge and ability to pinpoint the 

difficulties of cohesive governance in a divided 

world. She earned a well-earned tumultuous ap-

plause for another outstanding presentation to her 

“favorite group!” 

https://sccmoaaflorida.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1632609230369398
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Member Spotlight 
Jeannie Stratis 

Surviving Spouse Liaison 

Jeannie Stratis is the Surviving Spouse Liaison and Director for MOAA Sun City Center. Jeannie has a lifetime 

of service to the military and military families.  She was married to the late COL John Stratis, USA (Ret) for 28 

years until he passed away in 2017 and is also the daughter of a career Army soldier. Jeannie worked in civil 

service at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California, where she met John, and has also served 

as an editor with the US Army Journal, Military Review at Fort Leavenworth.  As a military wife, she has led 

family support programs for US and allied nation military families.  Across various overseas and stateside 

assignments, she has served as a unit and military post family support coordinator, a housing and communi-

ty mayor, family support group leader, and editor of a service club magazine.  Currently, Jeannie is a real es-

tate assistant with the Mindy McCabe Team and is currently getting her real estate license, and also works 

with the Vinik Sports Group at Amalie Arena.  She maintains membership in several military/veteran groups, 

as well as various community organizations.  Jeannie has three adult children, Jack, Juliette (and husband 

Leo), and Joseph, and a very cute yorkie named Ollie! 
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Legislative Liaison Corner 
LTC Jeff Camp, USA (Ret)  

These are the latest legislative updates from the State of Florida.  Recent legislation in Florida has intro-
duced several veteran-friendly laws aimed at supporting veterans and their families: 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Purple Star Campus Program: This initiative, established by the Florida Department of Education, 
designates schools that provide critical support to military families, including dedicated liaisons, transi-
tion programs, and priority enrollment for military-connected students. 

2. SkillBridge Program: House Bill 435 designates Veterans Florida as the principal organization to as-
sist transitioning service members with apprenticeships, internships, and fellowships during their last 
180 days in uniform, facilitating their transition to civilian employment while retaining their military 
salary and benefits.  

3. Veterans' Employment Preference: Senate Bill 922 enhances veterans' preference in public employ-
ment, allowing certain educational requirements to be waived and increasing point preferences for 
veterans and their families during the hiring process. 

4. Pathway for Military Combat Medics Act: Senate Bill 274 gives military combat medics course credit 
for their training, which can be applied towards nursing education programs, speeding up their transi-
tion to civilian nursing roles. 

5. Veterans Dental Care Grant Program: House Bill 635 establishes a grant program to provide dental 
care to veterans, addressing the gap where only 15% of veterans qualify for dental services through the 
VA. Connecting veterans to federal and state benefits they have earned. 

6. Collegiate Purple Star Campuses: Senate Bill 732 supports military families in higher education insti-
tutions by providing military liaisons, transition programs, and priority registration for military stu-
dents  

These laws reflect Florida's ongoing commitment to creating a supportive environment for veterans 
and their families, enhancing their education, employment, and overall quality of life.  If you have any 
questions about these new laws or how to access the benefits, please contract LTC(r) Jeff Camp 
@ colcamp@icloud.com.   

mailto:colcamp@icloud.com
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Surviving Spouse Corner 
Jeannie Stratis 

 

If you are traveling this summer, here are some safety tips 

to keep in mind. One issue you can run into is having your 

credit card compromised while on vacation. It is recom-

mended to carry two different credit cards with you in 

case one is compromised and is frozen. Before traveling, 

inform your credit card company of your travel dates and 

write down the contact information for your credit card 

company in case your card is stolen or lost in order to call 

to let them know. I always have one card that I use for 

travel with no bill autopays associated with it in case it 

needs to be canceled. For those who carry a bag or purse, 

use a crossbody bag with a slash-resistant strap. If you are 

carrying a wallet, keep it in your front pocket. If traveling 

by plane and checking a bag, always pack anything irre-

placeable, prescriptions, etc. in your carry-on along with 

items you will need for your first 24 hours of travel 

(speaking from experience when my bag was lost for my 

first couple of days in Europe.)  If you are traveling solo, I 

recommend looking for travel groups for solo travelers. 

There are many to choose from and it can be a wonderful 

experience. You will make some new friends and will feel 

safe while traveling and creating new memories. 

For our surviving spouses, and to stay connected during 

the summer, be sure to join the MOAA Surviving Spouses 

Virtual Chapter. Email mssvc02@gmail.com and request to 

join. Meetings are held monthly via Zoom, either with or 

without video, or by phone. Members participate to the 

degree that they are able and there are no dues. There is 

also a virtual book club along with a private Facebook 

page with invaluable information for its members titled 

MOAA Surviving Spouses and Friends.  

 As you make new friends this summer, encourage and 

invite them to attend our luncheon on September 4th, and 

to join our wonderful Sun City Chapter of MOAA. I wish 

everyone safe and memorable travels. Looking forward to 

seeing everyone in the Fall and hearing all about your ad-

ventures! 

 

A Story From Viet Nam 

A Bird’s Eye View of a Base Camp Rebuild 

By Terry Hueser 

 

April 1968, Lai Khe Base Camp, Vietnam.  Major General 
Keith Ware had just assumed command of the First Infan-
try Division and moved into the commanding general’s 
quarters, an old French Colonial manor house that, until 
the French fled a decade or so earlier, had been home to a 
rubber plantation owner.   

Behind the house stood a decrepit and decaying aviary of 
some 75 square feet.  With an eye to aesthetics, the Gen-
eral was having the decaying structure repaired, repaint-
ed, and rehabbed as time allowed.  Sergeant Lucian B. 
Rumbles, a bright young shake-and-bake NCO, and his 
Diehard Engineers were tackling the project. 

On this particular day, with work in full progress, Colonel 
Archie R. Hyle, division chief of staff and a veteran of two 
previous wars, happened to be meeting with Major Gen-
eral Ware.  Business concluded, the Colonel left the house 
and headed for the division headquarters, a short walk 
away.  Cutting through the backyard, he noted considera-
ble activity around a structural oddity and went to take a 
closer look.  Seeing the Colonel approach, the Sergeant 
advanced and saluted smartly.  “Sergeant Rumbles re-
porting, sir.” 

Eyeballing the eccentric edifice, Colonel Hyle asked, “What 
are you working on, Sergeant?” 

“We’re fixing the General’s birdhouse, sir,” Rumbles re-
ported. 

“The general has a birdhouse?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

Curiosity piqued, the Colonel queried, “What’s the Gen-
eral going to put in the birdhouse, Sergeant?”  

“Birds, sir,” responded Rumbles. 

“What kind of birds?” demanded the Colonel. 

Straight-faced and with all due respect, Rumbles replied, 
“Full birds, sir.  Full birds.” 

Colonel Hyle couldn’t help but crack a smile. 

mailto:mssvc02@gmail.com
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JROTC Recognition 
LTC Jeff Camp, USA (Ret) 

 

JROTC Season Begins 

Over the past month, the Sun City Center MOAA chapter has been very active in the local Hills-
borough County High School JROTC programs. The MOAA medal is presented to a candidate 
who must be in the next-to-last year of an ROTC or JROTC program; be in good academic stand-
ing; be of high moral character; demonstrate a high degree of loyalty to the unit, school, and 
country; and demonstrate exceptional potential for military leadership. 

The first ceremony of the season was at Sumner High School. The Sumner cadet corps hosted 
the event in respect of LTC (r) Aycock, who has been hospitalized with a serious illness for over 
a month. LTC(r)Jeff Camp, our representative, was welcomed by the Senior JROTC instructor, 
CW4 (r) Jeff Blake in LTC (r) Aycock’s absence. Thanks to CW4(r) Blake’s leadership, the Sumner 
program has ninety-four cadets currently enrolled. From this impressive group, ten of the ca-
dets have opted to enlist on to Active Duty. Due to his outstanding loyalty to his school and pro-
gram the MOAA certificate, medal and $100 check were awarded to Cadet Michael Hergen-
reder. LTC (r) Aycock can be extremely proud of the professionalism demonstrated by these 
young leaders. 

The second event was conducted by LTC (r) Dave Dietz at Lennard High School. This program 
has 125 cadets in their ranks. The MOAA certificate, medal and $100 check were presented to 
Cadet Jiaralee Gama for her exceptional potential for military leadership. This ceremony was 
conducted in the Lennard High School auditorium in front of a full house. It was obvious from 
the conduct of the corps of cadets that they take pride in being a part of the Lennard High 
School JROTC program.  

Great job to all of cadets, especially the graduates. You all have very bright futures ahead! 



 
       
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2024 Memorial Day Sponsor 

2024 Memorial Day Sponsor 

"This is historical fiction and will give the reader insight into 
one of the pivotal battles of the Vietnam war. Matt's work 
putting this together was prodigious. I don't know how he did 
it. As a historical novel, I think it is great." 

General Walter Boomer, US Marine Corps (Ret) 
Available on Amazon and Kindle. https://www.amazon.com/
Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/
ref=sr_1_1?
crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jac
kson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1 

David J. Gauthier 
Certified Public Accountant—Sun City Accounting 

Sun City Center, Florida 33573 

 

(813) 634-9500 
(813)642-8112-Fax 

 

      Income Tax Preparation 

         Corporate and Business Taxes 
        Accounting and Bookkeeping 

https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
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The Sun City Center Security Patrol  

needs your help 

 

What Is A Security Patrol Volunteer? Volun-

teers drive around our community and report suspi-

cious activities/persons to the Sheriff.  The Security 

Patrol does not confront anyone; it only reports suspi-

cious activities/persons!  Our highly visible (marked) 

vehicles stating “Security Patrol” alert other home-

owners that you are not someone prowling our neigh-

borhood. As a Security Patrol volunteer, you can 

choose a time and date that you are willing to drive 

through Sun City Center during your 3-hour shift. The 

Sun City Center Security Patrol is trying to keep YOUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD, safe.  

 

Sign Up To Be A Security Patrol Volunteer. 

Contact the patrol at 642-2020 or Download the 

membership application, at sccpatrol.org and return 

the completed application to the Security Patrol 

Headquarters at 1225 N Pebble Beach Boulevard. 

Sun City Chapter Honorary Member 

Bill Hodges has an award winning  

podcast that has information that will 

interest you. To listen to this Veteran’s 

Corner Radio podcast, click on the link 

below.  

https://feeds.buzzsprout.com/952243.rss 

Member Spotlight 

Are you involved in a community 
event, activity, or service?  Send 
us a picture and a description of 
'you’ in action and we will  
highlight you in the chapter  
newsletter! 

Newsletter Editor: Cliff Korn  
newsletter@sccmoaa.org 

https://feeds.buzzsprout.com/952243.rss
mailto:cliffkorn@sccmoaa.org


12 

 

  



13 

 



 
Sun City Center Chapter  
Military Officers Association of America 
P.O. Box 5693 
Sun City Center, FL. 33571-5693 

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. 
The Sun City Center (FL) MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of 
the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential associ-
ation of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. The newsletter is 
delivered electronically only. 
 

Commercial solicitation of members using membership rolls and/or 
rosters is prohibited.  Articles may be taken from MOAA and DoD publi-
cations. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the In-
ternal Revenue Codes. 
 

MOAA Take Action link:  http://takeaction.moaa.org/?1  

Florida House District 70 

Mike Beltran 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local - 3618 Erindale Drive 
Valrico, FL 33596-6311 
 

State - 303 House Office Bldg. 

402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee   32399-1300 

Tel.     Local - 813-653-7097 
 State – 850-717-5057 

Legislative Assistant - James Jacobs 
 

Florida Senate District 20 

Jim Boyd 

Offices and Addresses: 
Local - 717 Manatee Ave. 

Suite 100 
Bradenton 34205 

 

State - 312 Senate Bldg. 

404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee   32399-1100 

Tel.     Local – (813) 779-7059  
State – (850) 487-5020  

Legislative Assistant: 
 Amanda Romant  

romant.amanda@flsenate.gov 
 

Florida Congressional District 16 
Vern Buchanan 

Offices and Addresses: 
 Local - 510 Vonderburg Drive 

             Suite 303 
             Brandon, FL 33511 
 

  

 

 

DC - 2110 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
 Washington, DC 20515 

Tel.     Local – 813-657-1013 
 DC – 202-226-5015 

 Fax – 202-226-0828 
Hillsborough County Field Representative/Constituent  
Service – MarDee Buchman 

 

U.S. Senators 

Marco Rubio 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local - 501 E. Polk Street 

Suite 601 
Tampa, FL 33602 

 

DC - 284 Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 

Tel.     Local – 813-947-6288 
 DC – 202-224-2573 

 Fax – 202-224-3041 
Legislative assistant: 

 Taylor Sanchez 
 

Rick Scott 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local -801 N. Florida Ave 

Suite 421 
Tampa, FL 33602 

 

DC - 716 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20510 
Tel.     Local – 813-225-7040 

 DC - 202-224-5274 
Legislative assistant: 

 Kyle Joshua Hill 

 

http://takeaction.moaa.org/?1
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1632609230369398

