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Chapter members and hearty souls, our snowbird 

friends have flown the coop and soared to more tem-

perate climates. The rest of us have decided to remain 

in place and enjoy our mostly tropical environment. 

The temperature is hovering in the mid-90s, with hu-

midity over 60%. The combination of temperature and 

humidity makes it feel like it is around 105 degrees. The 

internet recommends that to stay safe and comfortable 

during hot, humid days, prioritize hydration by drinking 

plenty of fluids, especially water. Wear light-colored, 

loose-fitting clothing and seek shade to avoid pro-

longed sun exposure. Rest frequently and avoid strenu-

ous activity during the hottest parts of the day. I partic-

ularly like the last part of these recommendations… 

rest frequently and avoid strenuous activity. 

I saw many of you at our King’s Point Memorial Day 

Ceremony on the 26th. The entire slate of local Veter-

an’s Service Organizations participated in the ob-

servance to make the ceremony the success that it was. 

Did you know that our MOAA chapter was responsible 

for the coordination of the ceremony? Benny Black-

shire, Paul Wheat, and Ferris Garrett worked for a num-

ber of months, using a list of actions and milestones, to 

bring this event to a successful conclusion. Thank you! 

In this picture, you will see several of our members on 

stage representing Veteran Organizations and partici-

pating from the podium.  

 

 
State Representative Michael Owen, H.C. Master Deputy Jeff Merry and 

participating Chapter Members in uniform.   

Have a safe and healthy summer. We look forward to 

seeing you at our next luncheon on September 3rd. 
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 2024/2025 Chapter Officers 

PRESIDENT 

CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)……………(805) 506-3269 

president@sccmoaa.org  

1st VP  

Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret)……..…..(808) 589-6553 

danny.melton@gmail.com 

Program Chair 

2nd VP 

Maj Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret)…………..(813) 677-2606 

kfaryniasz@hotmail.com 

Membership Chair 

TREASURER 

Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret)....……..(603) 305-1062 

bill@wwpat.us 

SECRETARY   

Lt Col Joe Muhlberger, USAF (Ret) …….(701)-509-3883 

secretary@sccmoaa.org 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret)……………..(301) 529-4301 

eunice@sccmoaa.org 

 

DIRECTOR 

LTC Jeff Camp, USA (Ret)………………..….(312) 342-0531 

colcamp@icloud.com 

Legislative Liaison 

DIRECTOR 

CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret)…………….……(813) 532-0913 

newsletter@sccmoaa.org 

Newsletter Editor 

DIRECTOR  

Lt Col Ferris Garrett, USAF (Ret)………….(813) 841-0532 

garrett4@tampabay.rr.com 

DIRECTOR 

Jean Bennett Stratis……………………………(813) 758-7330 

jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com 

Surviving Spouse Liaison 

DIRECTOR 

Maj Tom Smith, USAF (Ret)……………....(813) 919-6645 

tsmith0750@hotmail.com 

Chaplain 

Chapter Member Opportunities 

Michele Goodus, a first-time attendee at our June 

meeting, has submitted the following for our members: 

Since 2014, Kelly Education has been providing Substi-

tute Teachers and Paraprofessionals for Hillsborough 

County Public Schools. As the seventh largest school dis-

trict in the United States, we are always looking for tal-

ented candidates. 

At Kelly, we’re proud to announce that we’ve earned the 

2025 Military Friendly designation in the following cate-

gories: 

• Military Friendly Employer 

• Military Friendly Spouse Employer 

We have discovered that Substitute Teaching can be a 

great role for Veterans. Not only is the schedule flexible, 

but you also 1) choose the schools you go to and 2) work 

on the days you are available. No experience is required, 

and the minimum requirement is a High School Diploma/

GED. 

Veterans bring so much to the table when it comes to 

effectively mentoring students. They are trainable, used 

to working with diverse populations in diverse environ-

ments, work well within teams, know how to handle ad-

verse conditions, show flexibility, and have great leader-

ship attributes. One of our subs once said, “Bottom line, I 

am rewarded everyday to know that I am a MENTOR and 

role model for these young citizens.” 

More than ever, Kelly Education is looking for individuals 

with that drive to help the students of Hillsborough 

County. 

We need Subs/Paraprofessionals on Tinker Elementary 

(which requires base access), Detention Centers as well 

as Exceptional Centers that work with students who 

have Special Needs. You would also be able to work at 

any of the public schools in the County. 

If you or someone you know is interested in your taking 

on a new, noble mission in Education, please contact me 

at michele.goodus@kellyeducation.com/813.467.7209. 

mailto:president@sccmoaa.org
mailto::danny.melton@gmail.com
mailto:kfaryniasz@hotmail.com
mailto:bill@wwpat.us
mailto:joseph.muhlberger@gmail.com%3e
mailto:eunice@sccmoaa.org
mailto:colcamp@icloud.com
mailto:newsletter@sccmoaa.org
mailto:garrett4@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/29f64fe3d09db78e/Documents/MOAA/2024_12/tsmith0750@hotmail.com
mailto:michele.goodus@kellyeducation.com
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Chaplain's Devotional for Summer 

Rev. Dr. Tom Smith 

Peace is Possible! 

Isaiah 26:3 “You will keep him in perfect peace,   
        Whose mind is stayed on You,  
        Because he trusts in You.” 

I approached my wife over three decades ago with a 
situation that caused me to have inward turmoil, a lack 
of peace. She received the news with an inward tran-
quility displayed in her calm demeanor. I should have 
been comforted by her steadfast faith, but I became 
angry that she did not commiserate with my doubt. My 
thoughts caused periodic episodes of depression over 
the year. My proposition is that inward peace is directly 
proportional to trust in God and is displayed in outward 
behavior. 

Our Scripture text admonishes us to keep our minds 
steadfast to trust God in all things. Why should I trust 
God who promises peace in all situations? Let’s talk 
about that today. 

I should trust God because He know what He is doing. 
God is eternal. He dwells from everlasting to ever-
lasting. He is not subject to time or circumstances. Ma-
jor religions believe that God knows what He is doing. 
He has a plan for us individually. The Psalmist states in 
psalm 104:24 “Oh Lord, how magnificent are your 
works! In wisdom you have made them all, the earth is 
full of your possessions.” 

I should trust God because He has a plan. God assured a 
nation and us individually in Jeremiah 29:11 that He has 
“thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future 
and a hope.” Outward circumstances can be deceiving. 
The thing that drove me to bouts of depression never 
happened. Studies show that 90% of what we worry 
about never comes to fruition. How much time do you 
waste worrying about what never happens? 

I should trust God because He does not change. “For I 
am the Lord, I do not change… (Malachi 3:6a). God’s 
basic character is consistency. We are fickle, changing 
like the wind; God is steadfast and sure. Therefore, His 
promises in Scripture are dependable. They supersede 
the circumstances and disappointments of our lives. 

Trust God “with all your heart and lean not to your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and 
He shall direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:5,6). 

Be abundantly blessed today! 

 

 

Like what you see in this newsletter? 

There’s even more in the Florida Council of 

Chapter’s newsletter at this link! 

https://flmoaa.org/news/#  

 

 

 

Did you know we have a Facebook Page? We 
do! It’s a great place to see what’s happening 
in our chapter, and it allows you to express 
your opinions on our activities and keep in 
touch with other members. If you have a  
Facebook account, click the logo/link to “like” 
and follow our page. If you don’t yet have a 
Facebook Account, Facebook makes it easy to 
establish one. 
 

https://flmoaa.org/news/#
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1632609230369398
https://flmoaa.org/events/
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Sun City Center Chapter Honors Memorial Day with 
a Tribute to Our Deceased Veterans 

A Ceremony of Remembrance and Gratitude  

The Sun City Center Chapter once again led the region's Military Veteran Organizations in commemorating Memorial Day with a 
heartfelt ceremony dedicated to our departed comrades who valiantly served their country and now rest in eternal peace. It also 
honored the service and sacrifices of our community's military veterans.  

Held in the spirit of remembrance, the event brought together veterans, their families, and members of the local community in a 
shared expression of gratitude and unity.  

This year, the ceremony was graced by the presence of Colonel Al Carter, USA (Ret.), who serves as the Chief of Staff for the Flori-
da Department of Veterans Affairs. COL Carter delivered an inspiring address, weaving together themes of service, resilience, and 
the enduring legacy of those who have laid down their lives for the nation. His words resonated deeply, reaffirming the collective 
commitment to honoring and supporting the military community. 

The program included a series of poignant moments, including the presentation of colors by the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s 
Office Honor Guard, the singing of the national anthem, concluded with a wreath-laying ceremony to honor the fallen. The cere-
mony's highlight was a Roll Call of departed community veterans with the Living Flag Tribute. Each deceased veteran's name was 
called, and a flag bearer rose to honor them. 

The Sun City Center Chapter’s leadership, in organizing this event, exemplifies its ongoing commitment to honoring veterans and 
fostering a sense of community. MOAA’s commitment to “Never Stop Serving” was clearly shown.  

Memorial Day serves as a poignant reminder of the cost of freedom and the enduring gratitude owed to those who protect it. The 
Sun City Center Chapter extends its heartfelt thanks to all who took part in this meaningful event, particularly COL Al Carter, 
whose presence and speech left an indelible mark on all who were privileged to attend. 
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Our June Meeting! 
Our June meeting was to feature Daniel "Danny" Alvarez Sr., State Representative for Florida's District 69 in 

Hillsborough County. Rep. Alvares was called back to Tallahassee and could not attend the meeting in Sun 

City Center. Rep. Alvares’ District Aide, Stephanie Conrad, did an outstanding job in providing an update on 

the legislative work Rep. Alvares is involved in for District 69, which benefits all Floridians.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Among other legislative items, Gov. DeSantis recently signed the following bills of benefit to Florida veterans: 

House Bill 797 streamlines access to long-term care for veterans and their spouses by removing bureaucratic obstacles like 
Certificate of Needs processes. It also facilitates better utilization of skilled nursing facilities across the state by allowing them 
to designate specific beds for veterans and their spouses. The bill empowers FDVA to approve these designations, so long as 
facilities meet rigorous standards for care and admission. 

Senate Bill 116 provides a comprehensive overhaul of how Florida supports its veterans by expanding suicide prevention pro-
grams to include early recognition of mental health conditions and not just emergency intervention. The bill also directs the 
creation of a statewide plan for adult health care centers dedicated to veterans. 

Senate Bill 910 protects veterans from predatory practices by cracking down on bad actors who seek to exploit veterans navi-
gating the benefits process. This legislation creates strong new protections for veterans by placing clear limits on unaccredited 
benefits advisors, qualifying payment contingent upon securing a real increase on benefits for the veteran, and capping pay-
outs. It also bans referral kickbacks, prohibits misleading guarantees, and mandates that anyone offering paid benefits must 
pass a high-level background check. Violators will face stricter penalties under the Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices 
Act. 

Governor DeSantis also highlighted the success of the Hope Florida “A Pathway for Patriots” initiative, spearheaded by First 
Lady Casey DeSantis. This program within the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs connects veterans with trained naviga-
tors who offer guidance and advice for eliminating obstacles and fostering economic self-sufficiency. Since late 2023, over 
1,000 veterans have benefited from this unique approach to offering help. Veterans who are in need of support can connect 
with Hope Florida by calling the Hope Line (833-GET-HOPE). 

For more information regarding benefits and services available to veterans in the state of Florida, please visit FloridaVets.org. 
To contact a State Veterans’ Service Officer, call (727) 319-7440 and they will return your call within 24 hours. You may also 
contact them via email at FDVA.vso@FDVA.fl.gov. 

mailto:FDVA.vso@FDVA.fl.gov


 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ! 
 

July and August Birthdays    
 

JULY 

Frank Burns   July 7 

Benny Blackshire                  July 18 

Charlie Conover   July 29 

AUGUST 

Jeannie Stratis   August 14 

Sean Crean   August 20 

Laura Smith   August 22 

Rosemarie McEvoy  August 24 

Thomas Smith    August 27 

James Cloore   August 31 

 

2025 Memorial Day Sponsor 

2025 Memorial Day Sponsor 

Member Spotlight 
Are you involved in a community 

event, activity, or service?  Send us a 
picture and a description of 'you’ in 

action, and we will highlight you in the 
chapter newsletter! 

Newsletter Editor: Cliff Korn  
newsletter@sccmoaa.org 

 

  

Now and Always 
We’ll be There. 

  H         
 

  

 

 

90228 

     
1-800-247-2192 • www.moaainsurance.com  

mailto:newsletter@sccmoaa.org
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Sun City Center Chapter  
Military Officers Association of America 
P.O. Box 5693 
Sun City Center, FL. 33571-5693 

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. 
The Sun City Center (FL) MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of 
the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential associ-
ation of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. The newsletter is 
delivered electronically only. 
 

Commercial solicitation of members using membership rolls and/or 
rosters is prohibited.  Articles may be taken from MOAA and DoD publi-
cations. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the In-
ternal Revenue Codes. 
 

MOAA’s Legislative Action Center link:   https://moaa.quorum.us 

Florida House District 70 
Michael Owen 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local - PMB 432, 235 Apollo Beach Boulevard 
Apollo Beach, FL 33572-2251  
State - 1302 The Capitol  
402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee   32399-1300 

Tel.     Local - (656) 333-9530 
 State – 850-717-5070  
 Legislative Aid - JP Gutierrez  
 

Florida Senate District 20 
Jim Boyd 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local - 717 Manatee Ave. 
Suite 100 
Bradenton 34205 

 

State - 318 Senate Bldg. 
404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee   32399-1100 

Tel.     Local – (941) 742-6445  
State – (850) 487-5020  

 Legislative Assistant: 
 Kathy Galea & Amanda Romant  

romant.amanda@flsenate.gov 
 

Florida Congressional District 16 
Vern Buchanan 
Offices and Addresses: 
 Local - 510 Vonderburg Drive, Suite 303 
                  Brandon, FL 33511 
 

DC - 2110 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
 Washington, DC 20515 
Tel.     Local – 813-657-1013 
 DC – 202-226-5015 
 Fax – 202-226-0828 
Hillsborough County Area Manager - MarDee Buchman 
Hillsborough County Field Representative/Constituent  
Service – Melissa Jackson 

 

U.S. Senators 
Ashley Moody 
Offices and Addresses: 
Local - TBA 

DC - B40-B Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 

Tel.     Local – TBA 
 DC – 202-224-3041  
  
Legislative assistant: TBA 
  
 

Rick Scott 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local -801 N. Florida Ave 
Suite 421 
Tampa, FL 33602 

 
DC - 110 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 

Tel.     Local – 813-225-7040 
 DC - 202-224-5274 
Legislative assistant: 
 Kyle Joshua Hill 

https://moaa.quorum.us
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1632609230369398

