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Greetings SCC MOAA members, 

Our snowbird members will be returning to the roost by the time 
you read this newsletter. I am extending a hearty welcome back to 
our summer sojourners!  Our next luncheon will be on September 
3rd, and I look forward to seeing all of you there. 

There have been several folks who have asked me about 
“Challenge Coins” after they’ve seen a number of us passing them 
around. The following is a short history and a few rules of the chal-
lenge coin. A challenge coin has also been called a unit coin. By 
some accounts, it can trace its history back to the Roman army. 
More modern explanations have challenge coins originating in 
American volunteer flying squadrons during World War 1. It was 
used to prove your membership in a squadron.  

The tradition of a "challenge" is connected to the history of chal-
lenge coins. It is used as a way to prove a link by presenting your 
coin. The act of challenging is sometimes called a "coin check”. The 
challenge, which can usually be made at any time, is most often 
associated with drinking establishments like bars. Anyone or  
everyone being challenged must immediately produce their coin, 
and the usual punishment for failing to do so is buying a round of 
drinks for the challenger and everyone else who has their chal-
lenge coin. There are several other “rules,” but one important rule 
to remember is to never hand your coin to someone who would 
like to see it. If you hand it to them, it is theirs to keep if they want 
it. If you place it on the table, they may examine it, but you have 
not consented to giving it away. Now you know and… Coin Check. 

 

 

September 2025 Program 
COL Roland J. Tiso, Jr., USA (Ret) 

 

Colonel Tiso was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant 
of Infantry from the Virginia Military Institute in 1973.  

His 31-year military career in-
cluded command of infantry 
companies in Korea and the 
United States, the 1st Battalion, 
508th Airborne Infantry in Pana-
ma, and United States Task 
Force Sinai, Multi-National 
Force & Observers in Egypt.  He 
was the Chief of War Plans Divi-
sion, U.S. Central Command in 
1996-97, and one of the prima-

ry planners of the Iraq War Plan.  He was the Executive 
Officer to the Commander of U.S. Central Command, 
1998-2000.  A graduate of the U.S. Army War College, 
the Command & General Staff College, and the Armed 
Forces Staff College, Colonel Tiso saw combat action in 
Korea, Panama, Somalia, Iraq, and Afghanistan.  He was 
selected by the Secretary 
of the Army as a Distin-
guished Member of the 
506th Infantry Regiment in 
2022 and inducted into the 
U.S. Army National ROTC 
Hall of Fame in 2024.  Re-
tired from defense con-
tracting in 2020, he has 
since authored a memoir 
of his multinational experi-
ences in the Middle East 
and the war in Iraq.  He 
and his wife, Judie, reside 
in Valrico, Florida. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drinking_establishment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Round_of_drinks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Round_of_drinks
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$20.00 - 3 September LUNCHEON - $20.00      

To Register: 813-924-1983  
 

Reservations no later than 6 p.m. Sunday, 31 August 2025 
 

Florida Room, Atrium Building 

945 North Course Lane , Sun City Center, FL 33573 
  

Please give full names of members and guests, total 
number attending.  Cost is $20.00/person payable 
at the door (cash, check, or credit card).  Social hour 
begins when you arrive, and the  Business meeting 
starts at 11:00 followed by a speaker and lunch.  

Remember, if you make a reservation and do not 
attend, you are expected to pay. Bring payment to 
the next meeting or send check to: 

Military Officers Association of America  
Post Office Box 5693 

Sun City Center, FL  33571-5693 
 

September Buffet Luncheon Menu 
 

Garden Salad Bar with Dressing Assortment,  
Rolls & Butter 

 Entrees: 

• Red Wine Braised Beef Short Ribs   

• Tuscan Chicken  

• Butter Crumb Baked Cod - Tartar Sauce  

Starch & Vegetable du Jour 

 Desserts:  Chef’s selected desserts 

Beverages: Decaf Coffee, Iced Tea, and Ice Water  

 2024/2025 Chapter Officers 

PRESIDENT 

CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)……………(805) 506-3269 

president@sccmoaa.org  

1st VP  

Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret)……..…..(808) 589-6553 

danny.melton@gmail.com 

Program Chair 

2nd VP 

Maj Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret)…………..(813) 677-2606 

kfaryniasz@hotmail.com 

Membership Chair 

TREASURER 

Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret)....……..(603) 305-1062 

bill@wwpat.us 

SECRETARY   

Lt Col Joe Muhlberger, USAF (Ret) …….(701)-509-3883 

secretary@sccmoaa.org 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret)……………..(301) 529-4301 

eunice@sccmoaa.org 

 

DIRECTOR 

LTC Jeff Camp, USA (Ret)………………..….(312) 342-0531 

colcamp@icloud.com 

Legislative Liaison 

DIRECTOR 

CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret)…………….……(813) 532-0913 

newsletter@sccmoaa.org 

Newsletter Editor 

DIRECTOR  

Lt Col Ferris Garrett, USAF (Ret)………….(813) 841-0532 

garrett4@tampabay.rr.com 

DIRECTOR 

Jean Bennett Stratis……………………………(813) 758-7330 

jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com 

Surviving Spouse Liaison 

DIRECTOR 

Maj Tom Smith, USAF (Ret)……………....(813) 919-6645 

tsmith0750@hotmail.com 

Chaplain 

mailto:president@sccmoaa.org
mailto::danny.melton@gmail.com
mailto:kfaryniasz@hotmail.com
mailto:bill@wwpat.us
mailto:joseph.muhlberger@gmail.com%3e
mailto:eunice@sccmoaa.org
mailto:colcamp@icloud.com
mailto:newsletter@sccmoaa.org
mailto:garrett4@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/29f64fe3d09db78e/Documents/MOAA/2024_12/tsmith0750@hotmail.com
https://flmoaa.org/events/
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IMPORTANT: From the President 
 

We will be holding an election for the 2026 SCC 
board members at our November 5th luncheon. If 
you would like to stand for election to the board, 
please contact me ASAP. We have an opening for a 
Secretary, 2 Directors, and we need someone to run 
the JROTC program and Legislative Affairs. 
 

PROPOSED 2026 Chapter Officers   
 
PRESIDENT Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret.),   
1st VP Lt Col Joe Muhlberger, USAF (Ret), 
2nd VP Major Kirk Faryniasz, USAF  
TREASURER Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret),  
SECRETARY OPEN,  
PAST PRESIDENT CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret) 
DIRECTOR Maj Tom Smith, USA (Ret,   
DIRECTOR CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret),  
DIRECTOR OPEN,    
DIRECTOR OPEN,    
DIRECTOR Jean Bennett Stratis 

Chaplain's Devotional for June 

Rev. Dr. Tom Smith 

What is in your heart? 

Proverbs 22:1 (ESV): “A good name is to be chosen rather 
than great riches, and favor is better than silver or gold.” 

 I had coronary artery bypass surgery in 1997. Be-
fore leaving the hospital after my recovery, I was given a 
large red cloth heart filled with padding. On it were the 
signatures of the nurses and physicians who rendered 
care to me during my surgery and recovery.  It is on dis-
play in my office to remind me of the value of life and to 
refresh my memory of the value of Godly character. Ralph 
Waldo Emerson said, “What lies before us and what lies 
behind us are tiny matters when compared to what lies 
within us.” Let’s talk about the core values of Godly char-
acters today. 

 Love is a core value of mental and moral qualities 
distinctive to Godly characters. Scripture declares that we 
become like metal beaten to produce musical tones, but it 
is hollow and discordant without love. We are harsh and 
jarring because of a lack of harmony. This essential core 
value is measured by loving others as we love ourselves. If 
I need love for myself, then those around me should re-
ceive the same attention from me. 

 Reverent character is also shown through faithful-
ness. Proverbs 3:3-4: “Let love and faithfulness never 
leave you, bind them around your neck, write them on the 
tablet of your heart.” Emphasis is placed on the im-
portance of loving-kindness (or mercy) and faithfulness in 
one’s life. It advises readers to cherish these virtues, sym-
bolized by “binding them around your neck” and “writing 
them on the tablet of your heart,” and promises that do-
ing so will result in favor with God and man. These are not 
just external actions but are deeply rooted in one’s heart. 

 A third essential core value of character is humili-
ty. Proverbs 11:2 (ESV): “When pride comes, then comes 
disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom.” This verse high-
lights a contrast between pride and humility. Pride ulti-
mately leads to shame, while humility leads to wisdom. A 
humble heart is guided by wisdom, good judgment. Wis-
dom combines strength and gentleness. 

 I have scheduled myself to go back through open 
heart surgery, not physical, but spiritual. I rather think we 
all need that kind of surgery to be spiritually whole. Think 
about scheduling surgery for yourself. Your life will never 
be the same! 

Be abundantly blessed today. 

 

 

Like what you see in this newsletter? 

There’s even more in the Florida Council of 

Chapter’s newsletter at this link! 

https://flmoaa.org/news/#  

 

 

 

Did you know we have a Facebook Page? We do! It’s a 
great place to see what’s happening in our chapter, and it 
allows you to express your opinions on our activities and 
keep in touch with other members. If you have a  
Facebook account, click the logo/link to “like” and follow 
our page. If you don’t yet have a Facebook Account,  
Facebook makes it easy to establish one. 
 

https://flmoaa.org/news/#
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1632609230369398
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Chapter Summer Activities 
Our chapter may have been “dark” during July and August, but that doesn’t mean that we just sat back 

enjoying the heat and humidity! 

On Wednesday, July 16, our chapter had the honor of providing dinner for the families staying at the Fish-

er House.  These families are going through challenging times as their loved ones receive care at the 

James Haley Veterans Hospital.  We were grateful for the chance to offer a little comfort and connection 

over a hot meal. 

Jeannie Stratis and Eunice Patxot planned and prepared a taco dinner consisting of beef, chicken, rice, 
beans, and lots of toppings, drinks and desserts. We applied and received a grant from MOAA. Several of 
our members also donated items for the dinner. Since we did not use the entire amount of the grant, we 
will be able to sign up for another meal.  Stay tuned! We’ll need your help to complete the meal. 
Small gestures can mean so much.  We were reminded of the power of community and our responsibility 
to Never Stop Serving. 
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Honoring Service and Innovation  

 

The Air Force Birthday, celebrated on September 18th, marks the founding 

of the United States Air Force as a separate branch in 1947. This date holds 

great significance, honoring decades of dedication, sacrifice, and techno-

logical advancement. The occasion reminds us of the Air Force’s crucial role 

in protecting national security, advancing aerospace technology, and re-

sponding to global challenges. It is a moment to recognize the extraordi-

nary achievements and resilience of Airmen past and present, while inspir-

ing future generations to serve. The Air Force Birthday underscores the en-

during commitment to excellence and innovation that shapes America’s 

defense. 
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Surviving Spouse Corner 
Jeannie Stratis 

I hope everyone had a wonderful summer and 
enjoyed some travel or just some downtime. 
Looking forward to catching up with everyone at 
the September luncheon!  

If you’re a surviving spouse  — and you’re a mem-
ber of MOAA — there’s a community waiting for 
you. It’s called the Surviving Spouse Virtual Chap-
ter, and joining comes with zero dues and plenty 
of benefits. The Surviving Spouse Virtual Chapter 
is dedicated to surviving spouses and the liaisons 
who support them. It’s a welcoming space where 
you can gather valuable information, swap advice, 
and meet new friends who share similar experi-
ences. Members regularly say they gain more 
useful information here than anywhere else. 

The chapter meets online on the third Tuesday of 
each month, taking a break in November and De-
cember to give everyone space for the busy holi-
day season. Here’s what to expect: 

• Odd-numbered months (January, March, May, 
etc.) feature a structured meeting with an agenda 
and a guest speaker. Past topics have included 
navigating the VA system, downsizing tips, using 
Everplans, and travel opportunities through 
MOAA Vacations. 

Even-numbered months are casual, open forums 
where members share updates, questions, and 
resources. No matter the month, we always pro-
vide the latest updates on advocacy issues affect-
ing spouses, surviving spouses, and their families. 

The chapter also hosts a monthly book club on 
the third Monday, where members choose a mix 
of fiction and nonfiction reads to discuss. 

Interested in joining or learning more, email 
mssvc02@gmail.com. Most members will tell you 
the best part of this chapter isn’t just the infor-
mation — it’s the friendships. The chance to talk 
with others who “get it” is priceless. Join 
the virtual chapter and see what makes this group 
so special. 

NDAA Update: What the Senate Bill Says 
About TRICARE, Housing, and More 

By Brenden McMahon 

The full text of the FY 2026 National Defense Au-
thorization Act (NDAA) version approved by the 
Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) last 
month includes meaningful improvements to 
quality of life and readiness for the all-volunteer 
force, and there’s still time to include even more 
MOAA-backed changes. 

The committee approved the bill 26-1 – a level of 
consensus that’s not unusual with the NDAA, but 
one that’s worth acknowledging at a time when 
so many other legislative priorities remain grid-
locked. 

The NDAA shapes how the military is resourced, 
how servicemembers are compensated, and how 
their families are supported. MOAA will continue 
to advocate for these issues as the NDAA moves 
through the congressional process. 

[RELATED: MOAA’s Summer Advocacy in Ac-
tion Campaign] 

Full text of the Senate version was not available 
when MOAA reviewed the House bill and the ear-
ly stages of the NDAA process. Here are some of 
the important contents of the Senate version so 
far: 

Currently Serving 

PCS Contract Oversight and Accountabil-
ity: Increases DoD oversight of Global 
Household Goods Contract renegotiations, 
including more rigorous requirements to 
meet capacity, performance, and compli-
ance. 
 

Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) Trans-
parency and Calculation: Improves BAH 
calculation transparency through an online 
calculator and requires an improved calcu-
lation methodology. 
 

Unaccompanied Housing Condi-
tions: Expands annual reporting require-
ments for barracks that fail to meet stand-
ards and mandates corrective action 
plans. 

[TAKE ACTION: Ask Your Lawmakers to  
Restore BAH to 100%] 

mailto:mssvc02@gmail.com
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/advocacy/ndaa-update-what-the-senate-bill-says-about-tricare,-housing,-and-more/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/advocacy/ndaa-update-what-the-senate-bill-says-about-tricare,-housing,-and-more/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/2296
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/2296
https://www.moaa.org/content/take-action/advocacy-in-action-summer-campaign/
https://www.moaa.org/content/take-action/advocacy-in-action-summer-campaign/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/advocacy/pay-raise,-tricare-pilot-programs,-and-more-an-early-look-at-the-fy-2026-ndaa/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/advocacy/pay-raise,-tricare-pilot-programs,-and-more-an-early-look-at-the-fy-2026-ndaa/
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/113764/
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/113764/
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Legislative Affairs 

LTC Jeff Camp, USA (Ret) 

 

Florida’s 2025 Legislative Initiatives: Enhancing Support for Veterans 

     Florida continues to solidify its reputation as one of the most veteran-friendly states in the nation. The 

2025 legislative session has introduced several key initiatives aimed at improving the lives of veterans 

and their families: 

Investments in Veterans’ Healthcare and Facilities 

An allocation of $15.3 million is designated for capital improvements to the State Veterans’ Nursing 

Homes, ensuring that these facilities continue to provide top-tier care to Florida’s aging veteran popula-

tion.  

Workforce Development and Employment Support 

The state continues its commitment with a $2 million investment to assist veterans in developing valua-

ble skills, securing employment, and starting businesses. This initiative not only supports veterans but 

also provides Florida employers with a reliable source of trained and experienced professionals.  

Dental Care Access for Veterans 

Recognizing the importance of oral health, the 2025 budget funds a dental grant program that enables 

qualified Florida veterans to receive no-cost dental care, addressing a critical gap as only 15% of enrolled 

veterans nationwide are eligible for dental care through the VA.  

Hope Florida: A Pathway for Patriots Initiative 

Launched in late 2023, this initiative has already served over 1,000 veterans and their families. The pro-

gram connects veterans with Hope Navigators who assist in accessing a range of services, from housing 

and employment to mental health support, ensuring a holistic approach to veteran care.  

Defense Infrastructure and Community Support 

The budget includes $7 million for the Defense Infrastructure Grant Program and $5.7 million for the Mili-

tary Base Protection Program. These funds aim to enhance the military value of installations within the 

state and support local community efforts to engage in service partnerships with military installations.  

For more information on Florida’s veteran services and initiatives, visit https://www.floridavets.org  

 

 

https://www.floridavets.org


8 

 



   
 

 

 

David J. Gauthier 
Certified Public Accountant—Sun City Accounting 

Sun City Center, Florida 33573 

 

(813) 634-9500 
(813)642-8112-Fax 

 

      Income Tax Preparation 

         Corporate and Business Taxes 
        Accounting and Bookkeeping 

Financial and Investment Planning 

Planning for Freedom Plaza Entrance Fees  

 

Please Support 

our  

Advertisers! 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

        
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2025 Memorial Day Sponsor 

2025 Memorial Day Sponsor 

Member Spotlight 
Are you involved in a community 

event, activity, or service?  Send us a 
picture and a description of 'you’ in 
action, and we will highlight you in 

the chapter newsletter! 

Newsletter Editor: Cliff Korn  
newsletter@sccmoaa.org 

"This is historical fiction and will give the reader insight into 
one of the pivotal battles of the Vietnam war. Matt's work 
putting this together was prodigious. I don't know how he did 
it. As a historical novel, I think it is great." 

General Walter Boomer, US Marine Corps (Ret) 
Available on Amazon and Kindle.  

 

  

Now and Always 
We’ll be There. 

  H         
 

  

 

 

90228 

     
1-800-247-2192 • www.moaainsurance.com  

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Craig Lippincott  September 1
      
Joseph Muhlberger September 29 

mailto:newsletter@sccmoaa.org
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
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Sun City Center Chapter  
Military Officers Association of America 
P.O. Box 5693 
Sun City Center, FL. 33571-5693 

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. 
The Sun City Center (FL) MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of 
the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential associ-
ation of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. The newsletter is 
delivered electronically only. 
 

Commercial solicitation of members using membership rolls and/or 
rosters is prohibited.  Articles may be taken from MOAA and DoD publi-
cations. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the In-
ternal Revenue Codes. 
 

MOAA’s Legislative Action Center link:   https://moaa.quorum.us 

Florida House District 70 
Michael Owen 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local - PMB 432, 235 Apollo Beach Boulevard 
Apollo Beach, FL 33572-2251  
State - 1302 The Capitol  
402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee   32399-1300 

Tel.     Local - (656) 333-9530 
 State – 850-717-5070  
 Legislative Aid - JP Gutierrez  
 

Florida Senate District 20 
Jim Boyd 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local - 717 Manatee Ave. 
Suite 100 
Bradenton 34205 

 

State - 318 Senate Bldg. 
404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee   32399-1100 

Tel.     Local – (941) 742-6445  
State – (850) 487-5020  

 Legislative Assistant: 
 Kathy Galea & Amanda Romant  

romant.amanda@flsenate.gov 
 

Florida Congressional District 16 
Vern Buchanan 
Offices and Addresses: 
 Local - 510 Vonderburg Drive, Suite 303 
                  Brandon, FL 33511 
 

DC - 2110 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
 Washington, DC 20515 
Tel.     Local – 813-657-1013 
 DC – 202-226-5015 
 Fax – 202-226-0828 
Hillsborough County Area Manager - MarDee Buchman 
Hillsborough County Field Representative/Constituent  
Service – Melissa Jackson 

 

U.S. Senators 
Ashley Moody 
Offices and Addresses: 
Local - TBA 

DC - B40-B Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 

Tel.     Local – TBA 
 DC – 202-224-3041  
  
Legislative assistant: TBA 
  
 

Rick Scott 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local -801 N. Florida Ave 
Suite 421 
Tampa, FL 33602 

 
DC - 110 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 

Tel.     Local – 813-225-7040 
 DC - 202-224-5274 
Legislative assistant: 
 Kyle Joshua Hill 

https://moaa.quorum.us
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1632609230369398

