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President’s Message
CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)

Hello Everyone,

Well, it is that time of year when we start collecting the 2026 dues.

It is still $15 for Surviving Spouse and $20 for all other members.
So, you might ask “what do we do with your dues money?” There
are of course administrative expenses like telephone, office sup-
plies, Community Center donations, filing fees and other items.
The big expenses in our yearly budget are our grants to local or-
ganizations. Our chapter sponsors 10 High Schools with JROTC
programs. The Honor Graduate of each of the ten programs re-
ceives a medal, a certificate, and a $100 gift card. In the past we
have also granted money to My Warriors Place, Operation Warm
Heart and to what is now called Dogs Inc.

You may pay your dues by sending a check to Sun City Center
MOAA Chapter, P.O. Box 5693, Sun City Center, FL, 33571-5693,
or pay at our next luncheon meeting on October 1st.

Michelle Halcome is looking for member volunteers to target wor-
thy programs for grants and produce fund raising ideas to fund
these grants. If you’d like to volunteer for the fund-raising com-
mittee or have ideas for commendable programs for grant money,
please let us know.

The prospective members of your 2026 Board are:

PRESIDENT Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret.), 1st VP Lt Col Joe
Muhlberger, USAF (Ret), 2nd VP Major Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret),
TREASURER Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret), SECRETARY CDR Dan
Matz USN (Ret), IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT CDR Bill Kirkpatrick,
USN (Ret), DIRECTOR Maj Tom Smith, USA (Ret), DIRECTOR CDR
Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret), DIRECTOR Julie Floyd, SS, DIRECTOR Jean
Bennett Stratis, SS, DIRECTOR OPEN

We will have our members vote on this slate at our November 5th
Luncheon.

“Hi Neighbor” will be held at the South side Community Center on
November 6, 2025. The doors open at 6:30 PM and the event ends
at 8:30 PM. We are looking for volunteers to sit at our table and
welcome our new neighbors as they become familiar with the
many clubs and organizations available to them. This is an excel-
lent chance to promote our MOAA chapter. We usually can induce
1 or 2 individuals to join our membership. You will not have to stay
the entire time. Come and meet and greet new people and leave
when you need to.

Best Regards and remember to keep the shiny side up.

October 2025 Program
RADM C. Kenneth Carodine, USN (Ret.)

A 1982 graduate of the United States Na-
val Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, Ken
Carodine is the first officer and sailor from
a family of military veterans. He earned a
Master of Science in Information Systems
from the University of Texas at Dallas in
1994. Originally from Huntsville, Alabama,
Carodine is only the second African Amer-
ican Navy Flag Officer in the history of the
State of Alabama, and the 25" in the his-
tory of the US Navy. Carodine retired from
the US Navy in October 2013.

Carodine received his designation as a Surface Warfare Officer in
1983, less than one year after commissioning. During Operations
Desert Shield/Desert Storm combat operations, he served as a
Battle Force Watch Captain directing air and surface assets in the
prosecution of enemy patrol boats, and as the Force Over-the-
Horizon Track Coordinator preventing friendly-fire incidents in the
Northern Arabian Gulf.

The Navy selected Carodine for promotion to Rear Admiral in
2009. As a Navy Flag Officer, he commanded the US Navy Warfare
Development Center leading the research and documentation of
new uses of currently deployed sensors and weapons. Following
his tour of duty at NWDC, Carodine joined the US Navy’s Head-
quarters Staff in the Pentagon where he formulated and executed
policy in the areas of information technology implementation,
personnel management, and National Security.

Carodine’s civilian career includes information technology execu-
tive leadership for several large firms to include United
Healthcare, Health Care Service Corporation and Citibank. His IT
background spans application development, analytics, and data
management. He most recently led Citibank’s Enterprise Data
Quality organization, a team of over 150 executives, managers and
individual contributors located in seven countries and five time-
zones.

Also, a published fiction author, Carodine writes novels centered
on naval personnel and technology in today's dynamic world.

He will discuss his military/civilian career in IT, as well as his new
career/hobby as a fiction writer.



2024/2025 Chapter Officers

PRESIDENT

CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)............... (805) 506-3269
president@sccmoaa.org

1st VP

Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret)............. (808) 589-6553

danny.melton@gmail.com
Program Chair

2nd VP

Maj Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret).............. (813) 677-2606
kfaryniasz@hotmail.com

Membership Chair

TREASURER
Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret)............ (603) 305-1062
bill@wwpat.us

SECRETARY
Lt Col Joe Muhlberger, USAF (Ret) ....... (701)-509-3883
secretary@sccmoaa.org

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret)................. (301) 529-4301
eunice@sccmoaa.org

DIRECTOR

LTC Jeff Camp, USA (Ret).....cccceverrennenne. (312) 342-0531
colcamp@icloud.com

Legislative Liaison

DIRECTOR

CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret)......ccccevruennee. (813) 532-0913
newsletter@sccmoaa.org

Newsletter Editor

DIRECTOR

Lt Col Ferris Garrett, USAF (Ret)............. (813) 841-0532
garrett4@tampabay.rr.com

DIRECTOR

Jean Bennett Stratis......ccccoeeeeveceiviinnnnnne. (813) 758-7330

jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com
Surviving Spouse Liaison

DIRECTOR

Maj Tom Smith, USAF (Ret)................... (813) 919-6645
tsmith0750@hotmail.com

Chaplain

$20.00 - 1 October LUNCHEON - $20.00
To Register: 813-924-1983

Reservations no later than 6 p.m. Sunday, 28 September 2025

Florida Room, Atrium Building
945 North Course Lane, Sun City Center, FL 33573

Please give full names of members and guests, total
number attending. Cost is $20.00/person payable
at the door (cash, check, or credit card). Social hour
begins when you arrive, and the Business meeting
starts at 11:00 followed by a speaker and lunch.

Remember, if you make a reservation and do not
attend, you are expected to pay. Bring payment to
the next meeting or send check to:

Military Officers Association of America
Post Office Box 5693
Sun City Center, FL 33571-5693

October Buffet Luncheon Menu

Garden Salad Bar with Dressing Assortment,
Rolls & Butter

Entrees:
e Carved Roast Pork with Rosemary Shallot Sauce
e  Chicken Schnitzel
e  Bratwurst with Sauerkraut - Gulden’s Mustard
Starch (German Potato Salad) & Vegetable du Jour
Desserts: Chef’s selected desserts

Beverages: Decaf Coffee, Iced Tea, and Ice Water

[[[IMoAA

VACATIONS

FLORIDA 2025 Friends

and Family Cruises

Join your fellow members for an
unforgettable group cruise, filled with
camaraderie, relaxation, and fun!

LEARN MORE
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YOUR 2026
MEMBERSHIP
DUES ARE NOW
PAYABLE!

Membership Dues Now Payable!

MOAA SCC Chapter - Renew Today for 2026

It's Time to Renew Your Membership!
Officer Dues: $20
Surviving Spouse Dues: $15

Spouses: Free!
How to Pay
In Person: Bring your payment to the next luncheon.

By Mail: Send your check to:

MOAA SCC Chapter
PO Box 5693
Sun City Center, FL 33571

Don't miss out! Renew your membership and stay connected with your MOAA community.




Our Annual Meeting will occur on 5 November 2024. Our Bylaws (Article VII, Section 2)
state, “There shall be an annual meeting of the Chapter during November for the receipt of
annual reports, the determination of annual dues for the next calendar year, the election of

officers and directors, and the transaction of other business.” Notice of the annual meeting
shall be published no later than the Chapter's October newsletter.

The following slate of candidates for election as officers and directors will be up for
election at the Annual Meeting:

OFFICERS (6)

. President: Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret)
. 1st Vice President: -: Lt Col Joe Muhlberger, USAF (Ret) - Program Chair
. 2nd Vice President: Major Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret) — Legislative Affairs
. Secretary: CDR Dan Matz, USN (Ret)
. Treasurer: Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret)
. Immediate Past President: CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)

BOARD MEMBERS/DIRECTORS (5)

. CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret) - Newsletter Editor

. Ms. Jean Bennett Stratis - Surviving Spouse Liaison
. Major Tom Smith, USAF (Ret) — Chaplain

. Ms. Julie Floyd — Membership Chair

. OPEN - JROTC Program




Chaplain's Devotional for June
Rev. Dr. Tom Smith

Which Way is the Right Way?

“There is a way that seems right to a man, but it’s end is the
way to death” (Prov. 14:12).

This proverb encouraging seeking God’s guidance and coun-
sel rather than relying on one’s own judgment to avoid the
deceptive and destructive “way of death.” What can we learn
from this proverb? Let’s look at that today.

Deceptive appearance: The proverb warns that
many paths, though they seem right, pleasant, or harmless
on the surface, conceal a dangerous destination.

Human Judgment vs. Divine Wisdom: A central
theme is the unreliability of human judgment and self-trust
when it comes to matters of true wisdom and life’s direction.

The Way of Death: This phrase signifies spiritual and
physical death, often understood as separation from God, or
leading to ruin and hear break.

What is the theological significance?

Dependence on God: We must depend on God for
guidance. He knows the path we are to take as we trust His
wisdom for our lives.

God’s Way is the Only Way: Jeremiah 29:11 assures
us that God'’s plans for our lives is to give us a future and
hope.

Practical Application:

Question Your Path: Are there pitfalls that might
lead to spiritual or physical death? God’s way is the only sure
way!

Seek God’s Counsel: Wisdom literature, like prov-
erbs, invites us to seek counsel from God’s Word. It will help
us discern the direction of our lives.

Avoid Deception: The proverb is a stark reminder
that many paths that look appealing are deceptive, and the
only reliable guidance comes from God.

Be abundantly blessed today!

Florida Council of Chapters (FCoC) |
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Leadership Training Seminar

49th Annual Convention | %
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29-31 January 2026

Rosen Centre Hotel | Orlando, Florida

Like what you see in this newsletter?
There’s even more in the Florida Council of
Chapter’s newsletter at this link!

https://flmoaa.org/news/#

Did you know we have a Facebook
Page? We do! It's a great place to
see what’s happening in our chap-
ter, and it allows you to express
your opinions on our activities and
keep in touch with other members.
If you have a Facebook account,
click the logo/link to “like” and
follow our page. If you don’t yet
have a Facebook Account, Facebook
makes it easy to establish one.

Find us on

Facebook
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Our September 2025 Meeting

Our first meeting back after our summer break was both meaningful and entertaining. Our President pre-
sented Jeannie Stratis with the engraved plaque from the national MOAA organization first reported on
page 8 of our September newsletter. We were also honored to have COL Roland Tiso, Jr., USA (Ret) speak
to us about the challenges of multinational operations in the Middle East, and his book, “In Strange Com-
pany.”

Jeannie receiving the plaque for selection as the
MOAA chapter-level recipient of the 2024 Surviving
Spouse Liaison Excellence Award.

COL Tiso’s presentation COL Tiso being thanked for his discussion of career

experiences and his memoir.
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Monday, October 13 - Navy’s 250th Birthday

America is a maritime nation. Since before our Nation’s start, the Navy has sailed the globe in defense of
freedom. Beginning in January 2025, the Navy celebrates its 250th birthday with a series of commemo-
rative events, multilateral exercises, and community engagements marking two-and-a-half centuries of
service, sacrifice, and tradition. The Navy will inform and engage audiences about how it safeguards U.S.
national security, supports our Allies and partners, and remains essential to sustaining America’s
prosperity and protecting U.S. interests around the globe.

Born in Philadelphia, PA, the U.S. Navy is returning in October 2025 to celebrate its 250th birthday. The
Navy, along with the Marine Corps are working with the cities of Philadelphia, PA and Camden, NJ to
plan a Fleet Week-style celebration, October 9-16, 2025.

Locally, You can celebrate on Saturday, October 18th at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino. Host-
ed by Blue Star Families and the Tampa Bay Navy League, this celebration promises to be a highlight of
the year, filled with music, camaraderie, and appreciation for our local military members.

Join them for an unforgettable evening as they extend a warm South Florida welcome to Tampa Bay’s
brave Sailors at the celebration the 250th Navy Birthday at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Tampal! Click the image for more information.

presented by

" G‘&M' ~°l‘~
Ha@lck
\ .

S

Saturday, October 18, 2025
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Surviving Spouse Corner
Jeannie Stratis
Preparing for Loss

Burial Preparations. Funeral costs can range anywhere from $5,000 to $20,000, depending on the type of service
and burial chosen. If you choose to have your spouse buried in a national cemetery, such as Arlington National
Cemetery, the waiting time can be as long as six months. However, burial at a local national cemetery might be
arranged within one to two weeks. Cremation burial at a national cemetery could take a year or more. When mak-
ing funeral arrangements, you will need documents to include your spouse’s DD Form 214 and the death certifi-
cate. It’s a good idea to have 5-6 certified copies of the long and short versions of the death certificate on hand, as
you may need them for various financial and legal matters, along with several regular copies. To help with remem-
bering who attended the funeral and to track thoughtful gestures, consider using a guest book. This will allow you,
in time, to personally thank those who reached out to you during a challenging period.

Navigating Finances. Losing a spouse is a life-changing event, and the financial and logistical hurdles that follow
can be overwhelming. When it comes to military families, there are specific considerations that must be ad-
dressed to ensure your financial future is secure and that you are aware of your entitlements. One of the first
things you should be aware of is the social security death benefit, which is a one-time payment of just $255. This
small amount does not go far at all in covering funeral expenses, so it’s essential to prepare other ways financially.
Military pensions are typically paid for the month of death, but it’s important to be aware of a possible prorated
claw-back for that final month. This could result in an unexpected reduction in your income.

Tax Considerations. In the year after your spouse’s passing, taxation will change. Without dependents, you’ll be
considered a single filer, which could push you into a higher tax bracket. Your deductions will also be halved. If
your family home has substantial equity, carefully consider the tax consequences of selling. Strategic timing of
such a sale could potentially reduce your tax burden.

Life Insurance and Beneficiary Claims. Be mindful that some life insurance policies may not pay out under specific
circumstances, such as accidental death or suicide. It’s crucial to review the terms of any insurance policies to un-
derstand the coverage fully. Additionally, seeking professional advice is important. Good advice can be invaluable,
and it’s essential to avoid relying on well-meaning but potentially incorrect information.

The New Normal. In the immediate aftermath of your spouse’s passing, the impact on your mental and emotional
health can be profound. Grief often affects memory and decision-making, so it can be helpful to have a trusted
friend or family member accompany you to important appointments. It's also important to remember that, while
family and friends will rally around you in the short term, life for them will eventually return to normal. You will be
left to navigate your new normal on your own. The emotional toll can be significant, and it’s important to allow
yourself time to process the loss and rebuild your life. In some cases, relationships with your friends, your
spouse’s friends, or stepchildren may change.

Rebuilding. Grieving the loss of a spouse is a long journey. While others around you may return to their daily rou-
tines, your life has been permanently altered. However, with patience, support, and time, you will rebuild your life
and find new meaning in your daily activities. For additional resources and to help you to navigate through the
grieving process, consider downloading MOAA’s publication, “Preparing for the Loss of a Military Spouse.” This
resource is a valuable tool to assist you with planning ahead and understanding the intricacies of military-related
benefits and life after loss.



Please Support
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Advertisers!

TEL: (813) 633-4467. 1010 AMERICAN EAGLE BLVD

fanaged By
\\ SUN CITY CENTER, FL 33573
Freedom Plaza is a Life Plan Community designed for those who choose to

pursue their lifelong dreams in an engaging environment.

JOIN US FOR OUR NEXT COCKTAIL PARTY OR LUNCHEON AND
ALLOW US TO SHOW YOU HOW WE “ENRICH LIVES EVERYDAY!"

LIFE CARE SERVICES

— Freedom Plaza, Sun City Center

a Proudly sponsored by Retired Officers’ Corporation

David J. Gauthier

Certified Public Accountant—Sun City Accounting
Sun City Center, Florida 33573

7 W

Certified Public
Accountants

(813) 634-9500
(813)642-8112-Fax

Income Tax Preparation
Corporate and Business Taxes

Accounting and Bookkeeping
Financial and Investment Planning
Planning for Freedom Plaza Entrance Fees

MILITARY
FAMILY
SUPPORT

We support military men, women, and families with funds from
individuals and organizations who care.

The Many Ways MFS & You Help
Military Families

Scholarships and Leadership Programs-Supporting Florida high
school & JROTC students

Career Development Grants- Year round vocational grants for
Florida students and veterans (restrictions apply)

JROTC Awards & Certificates Program- Champion Hillsborough
county JROTC students & Florida public schools in citizenship

Honor Flight Guardianship- Fund 4
guardians annually for flights to
Washington, D.C.

Service Dogs- Partnership to help
subsidize guide dogs and service dogs
for veterans

For more information, call
813/634-4675

1010 American Eagle Blud. Ste 400

or lLog onto our website at 2
milfamilysupport.org sﬂ’ ”
Sun City Center, Florida 33573 r

Support Your MOAA Charities

Bequests and Heritage Society

A bequest - a gift made through your will - allows you to retain control of
your assets during your lifetime and distribute them as you wish upon your
death. After providing for loved ones, many people choose to include a gift
to The MOAA Foundation.

Some of the most common types of bequests include a fixed-dollar
amount, a specific property, a percentage of the estate, or the residual
portion of the estate. A charitable bequest may reduce estate taxes.
Consult an attorney when making or revising a will to ensure compliance
with state law and to minimize applicable taxes.

Donors who provide for The MOAA Foundation either by means of a
bequest or a planned gift are eligible for Heritage Society membership.
For more information, please email our Development office at
foundation@moaa.org or call (800) 234-6622, ext.169.

For bequests to The MOAA Foundation, your attorney may
find the following wording useful:

“I give and bequeath (description of property) and/
or the sum of § to Military Officers Association of America
(MOAA) Foundation, a Virginia nonprofit, charitable organization (EIN:
46-4219250) that is tax-exempt under section §501(c)3 of the Internal
Revenue Code doing business at 201 North Washington Street, Alexandria,
Virginia 22314-2539. These funds are to be used in support of all MOAA
Foundation charitable programs offered by MOAA, its subsidiaries, its
councils or its chapters to currently serving uniformed servicemembers
and veterans of all ranks, their families and their survivors.”




Member Spotlight

Are you involved in a community
event, activity, or service? Send us a
picture and a description of 'you’ in
action, and we will highlight you in
the chapter newsletter!

Newsletter Editor: Cliff Korn
newsletter@sccmoaa.org

"This is historical fiction and will give the reader insight into

one of the pivotal battles of the Vietham war. Matt's work

putting this together was prodigious. | don't know how he did A

it. As a historical novel, I think it is great." "
Universal

General Walter Boomer, US Marine Corps (Ret) Realty

Available on Amazon and Kindle.

Simone M. Baillergeon
Owner/Short Sale Logistics

307 S. Pebble Beach Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Email: simone@sccrealty.com

Www.SCccCre 1:?_\, com

Office: 813-633-3311 Cell: 813-917-3629

2025 Memorial Day Sponsor

Funeral Director

L. 813-634-9900 ‘ \Sun City Center
7 Funeral Home
¢ 185! Rickenba D
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Jerry Brockmeier ~ October 17 Now and AlwayS
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INSURANCE
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1-800-247-2192 «
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THE LARGER OUR NUMBERS,
THE GREATER YOUR VOICE.

Why MOAA chapter membership matters.
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Sun City Center Chapter

Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 5693

Sun City Center, FL. 33571-5693

Florida House District 70 DC - 2110 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Michael Owen Washington, DC 20515
Tel. Local-813-657-1013

DC -202-226-5015

Fax-202-226-0828
Hillsborough County Area Manager - MarDee Buchman
Hillsborough County Field Representative/Constituent
Service — Melissa Jackson

Offices and Addresses:
Local - PMB 432, 235 Apollo Beach Boulevard
Apollo Beach, FL 33572-2251
State - 1302 The Capitol
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee 32399-1300
Tel. Local - (656) 333-9530 U.S. Senators

State — 850-717-5070 Ashley Moody
Legislative Aid - JP Gutierrez Offices and Addresses:

Florida Senate District 20 Local - TBA

Jim Boyd DC - B40-B Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Tel. Local-TBA
DC -202-224-3041

Offices and Addresses:
Local - 717 Manatee Ave.
Suite 100

Bradenton 34205 Legislative assistant: TBA

State - 318 Senate Bldg.
404 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee 32399-1100 Rick Scott

Tel.  Local-(941)742-6445 Offices and Addresses:
State - (850) 487-5020 Local -801 N. Florida Ave
Legislative Assistant: Suite 421
Kathy Galea & Amanda Romant Tampa, FL 33602

romant.amanda@flsenate.gov
DC - 110 Hart Senate Office Bldg.

Florida Congressional District 16 Washington, DC 20510
Vern Buchanan Tel. Local — 813-225-7040
Offices and Addresses: DC - 202-224-5274
Local - 510 Vonderburg Drive, Suite 303 Legislative assistant:
Brandon, FL 33511 Kyle Joshua Hill

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate.

The Sun City Center (FL) MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of
the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential associ-
ation of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. The newsletter is
delivered electronically only.

Commercial solicitation of members using membership rolls and/or
rosters is prohibited. Articles may be taken from MOAA and DoD publi-
cations. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the In-

ternal Revenue Codes. Follow us on
Facebook
MOAA'’s Legislative Action Center link: https://moaa.quorum.us
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