[{]]

MOAA

MILITARY OFFICERS CALL
Sun City Center Chapter

Military Officers Association of America
P. O. Box 5693, Sun City Center, FL. 33571
Website: www.sccmoaa.org

Volume 41 Number 11 November 2025

President’s Message
CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)

Greetings Sun City Members,

We have an important and entertaining luncheon coming up on
November 5. We will be voting on our 2026 Officers and Direc-
tors. They will be installed at our December 3 luncheon. In addi-
tion, our guest speaker is Master Deputy Jeff Merry. I've heard
Master Deputy Merry talk on several occasions, and | guarantee
that you will not want to miss THIS presentation.

Taken from an interview with Master Deputy Merry by the Sun-
ways Senior Living Concierge, “Seniors are among the most vul-

nerable groups regarding fraud, making it crucial to understand
the growing risks they face and how families can help protect
them. In his experience, Deputy Merry has witnessed how scam-
mers exploit seniors, challenging the misconception that fraud is
solely a result of cognitive decline. “It’s the fact that at 65, you
have retirement accounts, and they want that money. He empha-
sizes that scammers use advanced technology and highly refined
tactics to target their victims.”

There are several scams that target us, as Senior Citizens. Master
Deputy Merry will explain what they are and how to defend
against them.

“Floridians of all ages and backgrounds are targeted by fraudsters
looking to steal their money. We are fortunate to have strong ad-
vocates like Deputy Merry working hard to combat these crimi-
nals,” said Jeff Johnson, State Director of AARP Florida.

I hope to see all of you at the November 5" luncheon. Again, |
hope that you will agree with me that itis time well spent lis-
tening to this presentation.

Flying supersonic gives you options, and remember to keep the

shiny side up!

Bill

October 2025 Program
Master Deputy Jeffrey Merry, Jr.

Master Deputy Merry, a Georgia native, embarked on
his law enforcement journey after earning his Bache-
lor's degree from Valdosta State University. Beginning
as a jailer with the Hall County Sheriff's Office in 1998,
he has since navigated through various roles within the
agency, from jail and patrol deputy to economic crime
detective and lead detec-
tive. Alongside his pro-
fessional pursuits, Depu-
ty Merry expanded his
academic horizons, ob-
taining a Master's De-
gree from North Georgia
College in 2005, and
sharing his expertise as
W an adjunct professor of
" law enforcement classes

‘ until 2010.

In 2011, Deputy Merry's

career path led him to
“ the Hillsborough County

Sheriff's Office, where he
tackled assignments in patrol, district intelligence, and
a Homeland Security Investigations Task Force before
assuming his current role as the Sun City Center Com-
munity Resource Deputy. His commitment to excel-
lence is underscored by over 1000 hours of specialized
fraud investigative training. Deputy Merry has received
several awards, including 2024 AARP Fraud Fighter of
the year, IAFCI President’s award, Commendations
from MOAA, MOWW, the Hillsborough County Board
of Commissioners, the Florida House of Representa-
tives, the Florida Senate, and the United States Con-
gress.




2024/2025 Chapter Officers

PRESIDENT

CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)............... (805) 506-3269
president@sccmoaa.org

1st VP

Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret).............(808) 589-6553

danny.melton@gmail.com
Program Chair

2nd VP

Maj Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret)..............(813) 677-2606
kfaryniasz@hotmail.com

Membership Chair

TREASURER
Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret)............ (603) 305-1062
bill@wwpat.us

SECRETARY
Lt Col Joe Muhlberger, USAF (Ret) .......(701)-509-3883
secretary@sccmoaa.org

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret).................(301) 529-4301
eunice@sccmoaa.org

DIRECTOR

LTC Jeff Camp, USA (Ret)...cccccevveveecrrnnnnns (312) 342-0531
colcamp@icloud.com

Legislative Liaison

DIRECTOR

CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret).......cccccevvennene (813) 532-0913
newsletter@sccmoaa.org

Newsletter Editor

DIRECTOR

Lt Col Ferris Garrett, USAF (Ret).............(813) 841-0532
garrett4@tampabay.rr.com

DIRECTOR

Jean Bennett Stratis.......cccceevveiiveivevernennn. (813) 758-7330

jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com
Surviving Spouse Liaison

DIRECTOR

Maj Tom Smith, USAF (Ret)................... (813) 919-6645
tsmith0750@hotmail.com

Chaplain

$20.00 - 5 November LUNCHEON - $20.00
To Register: 813-924-1983

Reservations no later than 6 p.m. Sunday, 2 November 2025

Florida Room, Atrium Building
945 North Course Lane, Sun City Center, FL 33573

Please give full names of members and guests, total
number attending. Cost is $20.00/person payable
at the door (cash, check, or credit card). Social hour
begins when you arrive, and the Business meeting
starts at 11:00 followed by a speaker and lunch.
Remember, if you make a reservation and do not
attend, you are expected to pay. Bring payment to
the next meeting or send check to:
Military Officers Association of America
Post Office Box 5693
Sun City Center, FL 33571-5693

October Buffet Luncheon Menu

Garden Salad Bar with Dressing Assortment,
Rolls & Butter
Entrees:
e Carved Turkey, Dressing, Gravy, Cranberries
e Carved Sugar Glazed Ham
e Onion Crusted Salmon
Starch (Mashed Potatoes) & Vegetable du Jour
Desserts: Chef’s selected desserts

Beverages: Decaf Coffee, Iced Tea, and Ice Water

[[[IMoAA

VACATIONS

FLORIDA 2025 Friends
and Family Cruises

Join your fellow members for an
unforgettable group cruise, filled with
camaraderie, relaxation, and fun!

LEARN MORE
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YOUR 2026
MEMBERSHIP
DUES ARE NOW
PAYABLE!

Membership Dues Now Payable!

MOAA SCC Chapter - Renew Today for 2026

It's Time to Renew Your Membership!
Officer Dues: $20
Surviving Spouse Dues: $15

Spouses: Free!
How to Pay
In Person: Bring your payment to the next luncheon.

By Mail: Send your check to:

MOAA SCC Chapter
PO Box 5693
Sun City Center, FL 33571

Don't miss out! Renew your membership and stay connected with your MOAA community.




Our Annual Meeting will occur on 5 November 2024. Our Bylaws (Article VII, Section 2)
state, “There shall be an annual meeting of the Chapter during November for the receipt of
annual reports, the determination of annual dues for the next calendar year, the election of

officers and directors, and the transaction of other business.” Notice of the annual meeting
shall be published no later than the Chapter's October newsletter.

The following slate of candidates for election as officers and directors will be up for
election at the Annual Meeting:

OFFICERS (6)

. President: Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret)
. 1st Vice President: -: Lt Col Joe Muhlberger, USAF (Ret) - Program Chair
. 2nd Vice President: Major Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret) — Legislative Affairs
. Secretary: CDR Dan Matz, USN (Ret)
. Treasurer: Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret)
. Inmediate Past President: CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)

BOARD MEMBERS/DIRECTORS (5)

. CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret) - Newsletter Editor

. Ms. Jean Bennett Stratis - Surviving Spouse Liaison
. Major Tom Smith, USAF (Ret) — Chaplain

. Ms. Julie Floyd — Membership Chair

. COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret) — JROTC Program




Chaplain's Devotional for June
Rev. Dr. Tom Smith

Feelings

Proverbs 15: 13, “A glad heart makes a cheerful face, but
by sorrow of heart the spirit is crushed.”

Morris Albert is famous for the song “Feelings.” The
theme of the song is the feelings of a man betrayed by a girl
who does not love him. Repeatedly the single word
“feelings” is emphasized in song. Feeling and the importance
of feelings of being able to express them is the subject of our
devotion this month.

Throughout Scripture we find examples and encour-
agement that point us toward the importance of knowing
our feelings and not keeping our feelings hidden inside. The
Johari window vividly describes our feelings. Imagine a win-
dow with four windowpanes. Windowpane 1-Open: known
to me and openly shared with others. Windowpane 2-Secret:
What | know and choose to hide from others. Windowpane 3
-Blind: What others know about me, but | cannot see for my-
self. Windowpane 4-Subconscious: The part of me that is
hidden to all.

Let’s concentrate on windowpane 3-Subconscious:
What others know about me, but | cannot see for myself.
Could you be blind to areas of your life that should be dealt
with honestly? | cannot emphasize enough the importance of
having an accountability partner in life. Someone who will
not tell us what we want to hear but will tell us what we
need to hear. That kind of friendship is invaluable. Hidden
feelings can cause spiritual, emotional, and physical prob-
lems. Let’s look at three problems hidden feelings can cause.

First, when we do not recognize our true feelings,
we never deal with what is bothering us. When we avoid
being honest with our real feelings, problems do not get
solved and usually get worse.

Hiding our true feelings keeps us from being known.
We hide how we feel behind a defense to keep our real self
from showing through.

Finally, hidden feelings strengthen the bondage of
life-controlling problems. Knowing how you feel and being
able to express them is a key to breaking free from life-
controlling problems like depression, anxiety, anger, etc.

By leveling (being honest) with your feelings, you
lessen its power. Knowledge is not power, applied knowledge
is power. This might be a good day for all of us to examine
our feelings.

Be abundantly blessed today!

Florida Council of Chapters (FCoC) |

‘.

III Military Officers Association of America 4
MOAA

Leadership Training Seminar

49th Annual Convention | %
kuoOk
29-31 January 2026

Rosen Centre Hotel | Orlando, Florida

Like what you see in this newsletter?
There’s even more in the Florida Council of
Chapter’s newsletter at this link!

https://flmoaa.org/news/#

Did you know we have a Facebook
Page? We do! It's a great place to
see what’s happening in our chap-
ter, and it allows you to express
your opinions on our activities and
keep in touch with other members.
If you have a Facebook account,
click the logo/link to “like” and
follow our page. If you don’t yet
have a Facebook Account, Facebook
makes it easy to establish one.

Find us on

Facebook
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Veterans Day

Ceremony
Tuesday November 11"

A Public Tribute to All Military Veterans

Florida State Lieutenant Governor Jay Collins, United
States Army veteran, will be guest speaker

WW II Army Veteran Harry Demeza
will be the Grand Marshal
Music Interlude to be presented by the
South Shore Concert Band
Lennard H.S. JROTC will present the colors
Doors will open at 9:00 a.m. Coffee & cookies
will be served prior to the ceremony.
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Legislative Corner
Maj Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret)
Florida Legislative Issues

The 2026 Florida Legislative Session is scheduled to begin
Jan. 13, 2026, and conclude on March 13, 2026. There are
several Interim Committee Weeks scheduled in Tallahassee
for the Florida Senate and House of Representatives from
October through December.

In the 2025 legislative session, veterans' legislation included
helping veterans was a 15% pay increase for veteran sworn
law enforcement officers with at least five years of state ser-
vice.

Monies were also set aside for the Florida Defense Support
Commission, which supports the Florida defense industry by
awarding grants and guiding the future of military installation
operations in the state. For the Military Base Protection Pro-
gram, which helps secure non-conservation lands to serve as
a buffer protecting military installations from encroachment
and supports local community efforts to engage in service
partnerships with military installations, and the Defense Re-
investment Grant, which provides support for community-
based activities that protect military installations.

Shutdown Effects Some VA Services

If you are using the VA for services, you realize that the shut-
down has affected some of the less essential business you
wish to conduct. Many of the areas that you may need ser-
vices from have not been affected.

VA Medical Centers, Outpatient Clinics, and Vet Centers are
open as usual and provide all services.

VA benefits will continue to be processed and delivered, in-
cluding compensation, pension, education, and housing ben-
efits. Burials will continue at VA national cemeteries. Applica-
tions for headstones, markers, and burial benefits processing
will continue. The Board of Veterans’ Appeals will continue to
make decisions on veterans’ cases.

The Call Centers: VA's primary call center (1-800-MyVA411)
and the Veterans Crisis Line (Dial 988, Press 1) will remain
open 24/7. The VA Benefit Hotline (1-800-827-1000) will be
available Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET.
The National Cemetery Scheduling Office (1-800-535-1117)
(TTY:711)) will be available Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.
to 7:30 p.m. ET, and Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. ET, to
schedule burials.

The very important Suicide prevention programs, homeless-
ness services, and caregiver support will continue.

The areas affected are services that are not of immediate need.

Nearby, our VA cemeteries in Sarasota and Bushnell are affected
by no grounds maintenance being done or permanent head-
stones being placed.

Regional offices are closed, and the VA has ceased providing
transition program assistance and career counseling. And, if you
are trying to reach the VA for Gl Bill information and Memoria
Product Applicant Assistance, these areas are closed. No applica-
tions for pre-need burial at VA cemeteries are being processed.

Presidential Memorial Certificates are not being printed. And the
programs that provide mental health support for veterans and
families, and access to homeless programs, lack funding.

Air Force Chief of Staff Pushing for More Flying Hours

In early October at his confirmation hearing, Air Force Chief of
Staff Gen. Kenneth S. Wilsbach expressed his concern that Air
Force pilots are not flying enough, and a myriad of factors are
contributing, with spare parts being a major roadblock. "Our
pilots fly two and a half times a week in fighter aircraft. That is
not enough."

The current Air Force fleet of aircraft is aging and grounded due
to maintenance issues, awaiting parts, and newer aircraft are
having supply chain issues, according to the General. The aver-
age combat pilot flies five hours a month.

Navy Desires Better Junior Sailors' Housing Legislation

Legislation by Navy leadership is pushing to improve living condi-
tions, such as allowing junior sailors to move off ships undergo-
ing maintenance and increasing access to mental health counse-
lors.

MOAA Supports Troop Pay Legislation

The Pay Our Troops Act of 2026 (H.R. 5401) would ensure ser-
vice members and many service-connected civilians continue to
receive pay and allowances during a shutdown. The bipartisan
bill already has ninety cosponsors.

The Florida Congresspeople supporting the bill as of October 14
are Aaron Bean (FL-04), Gus Bilarakis (FL-12), Byron Donalds (FL-
19), Randy Fine (FL-06), Scott Franklin (FL-18), Carlos Gimenez
(FL-28), Laurel Lee (FL-15), Anna Luna (FL-13), Brian Mast (FL-21),
Cory Mills (FL-07), and Daniel Webster (FL-11).

MOAA President Lt. Gen. Brian Kelly encourages members to
reach out to their congressperson to urge them to support this
legislation. "Congress still hasn't done its full duty. The bill covers
the Armed Forces, which statutorily includes the Coast Guard,
yet leaves out the USPHS Commissioned Corps and the NOAA
corps," said Kelly, who promised MOAA will continue to work on
this legislation.




Donate Your Old Books
and then Donate S5-S20 for a “New”
One!

GENTLY-USED BOOKS TO THE
NOV AND DEC MOAA
MEETINGS

Wrapped books will have a short
summary and genre visible

With the mission of growing our MOAA coffers, Blind Date with a Book offers an easy
way to donate both books and funds to MOAA. We take your donated books, wrap
them in paper with a book summary and genre written clearly on the front. You
make a donation (we recommend $5-520, although S1 is acceptable), to buy the
book and have a “Blind Date” It. The idea is, that like a real blind date, you don’t
really know what you’re getting, but the donation will go to MOAA.




Our October 2025 Meeting

RADM Ken Carodine, USN (Ret) gave a wonderful talk on his military career including how he
happened to attend the US Naval Academy. His Information Technology naval experience
transferred to civilian careers in IT with several large firms. His attention to detail and re-
search in real-life occurrences helped shape his current career as a fiction writer with several

books in print!

RADM Carodine shares his insights, and a
presentation of thanks from our president.

The Admiral’s Table




Surviving Spouse Corner
Jeannie Stratis

$taying Safe: Scam Awareness for Survivors - As we look forward to welcoming Deputy Mer-
ry at our November luncheon, he’ll be discussing ongoing and new scams that target our demo-
graphic. In preparation, | want to share some additional scam awareness tips—particularly for sur-
vivors, who are often at greater risk during vulnerable times.

0 I8tams Targeting Survivors - After the loss of a loved one, scammers may attempt to take ad-
vantage of your situation. Simply preparing for funeral services or publishing an obituary can, un-
fortunately, make you a target. Criminals often monitor public notices to commit identity theft or
financial fraud.

Personal Tip: After my husband passed, | immediately signed up for LifeLock, an identity protection
service. You can include both your personal information and your spouse’s. LifeLock sends alerts
for: New lines of credit being opened, home title tampering, suspicious credit card activity, and
attempts to access Social Security or banking info.

4 |Pkactical Tips to Protect Yourself

1. Keep Copies of All Documents: There will be many forms to complete—keep a copy of every-
thing. It’s easy to forget what you’ve submitted, and having records on hand can reduce stress and
confusion.

2. Guard Your Personal Information: Never give out sensitive details (like Social Security numbers,
account numbers, or passwords) over the phone or via email unless you're 100% sure of the

source.

3. Verify Suspicious Contacts: If you receive a call or email from a utility company or financial insti-
tution, do not respond immediately. Instead: Take note of what they’re asking,

hang up or ignore the email, and/or contact the company directly using their official number or
website.

4. Ask a Trusted Person: When in doubt, talk to a neighbor, friend, or family member. A second
opinion can help you determine if something’s suspicious.

5. Trust Your Instincts: If something sounds too good to be true, it probably is. Double-check and
triple-check the source before taking any action.

N [Re Especially Cautious Over the Holidays
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November 10, 2025 - Marine’s 250th Birthday

_ Happy Blrthday
, = =l U.S.Marine Corps

November 10,1775

The 250th Birthday of the United States Marine Corps will be
celebrated on November 10, 2025 in Philadelphia — Birthplace of the
Marines.

The Marines are doing it up big, as they do in all things, as shown in the following
highlights:

Highlights of the 250th USMC Birthday on November 10

e Marine Corps 100" Birthday Ball at the Site of the First Marine Corps Ball in 1925
with special guests Medal of Honor Recipients Major General James E. Livingston,
USMC (Ret.) and Colonel Harvey Curtiss “Barney” Barnum, Jr., USMC (Ret.)

e Marine Corps 250 Birthday Ball at the Museum of the American Revolution hon-
oring the Continental Marines

e Ceremony Honoring Samuel Nicholas, First Commandant of the Marine Corps

e Ceremony at Independence Hall with the Reading of the Resolution Establishing
the Marine Corps

e Marine Corps Birthday BLOCK PARTY at the Future Site of The Tun®
Midnight Champagne Birthday Breakfast




Please Support

our

Advertisers!

Managed By

LIFE CARE SERVICES SUN CITY CENTER, FL 33573

TEL: (813) 633-4467 1010 AMERICAN EAGLE BLVD
‘\\

Freedom Plaza is a Life Plan Community designed for those who choose to
pursue their lifelong dreams in an engaging environment.

JOIN US FOR OUR NEXT COCKTAIL PARTY OR LUNCHEON AND
ALLOW US TO SHOW YOU HOW WE “ENRICH LIVES EVERYDAY!"

— Freedom Plaza, Sun City Center

a Proudly sponsored by Retired Officers’ Corporation

David J. Gauthier

Certified Public Accountant—Sun City Accounting
Sun City Center, Florida 33573

7 W

Certified Public
Accountants

(813) 634-9500
(813)642-8112-Fax

Income Tax Preparation
Corporate and Business Taxes
Accounting and Bookkeeping

Financial and Investment Planning
Planning for Freedom Plaza Entrance Fees

MILITARY
FAMILY
SUPPORT

We support military men, women, and families with funds from
individuals and organizations who care.

The Many Ways MFS & You Help
Military Families

Scholarships and Leadership Programs-Supporting Florida high
school & JROTC students

Career Development Grants- Year round vocational grants for
Florida students and veterans (restrictions apply)

JROTC Awards & Certificates Program- Champion Hillsborough
county JROTC students & Florida public schools in citizenship

Honor Flight Guardianship- Fund 4
guardians annually for flights to
Washington, D.C.

Service Dogs- Partnership to help
subsidize guide dogs and service dogs
for veterans

For more information, call
813/634-4675

or lLog onto our website at =
milfamilysupport.org ‘V/ ;
1010 American Eagle Blud. Ste 400
Sun City Center, Florida 33573 r

Support Your MOAA Charities

Bequests and Heritage Society

A bequest - a gift made through your will - allows you to retain control of
your assets during your lifetime and distribute them as you wish upon your
death. After providing for loved ones, many people choose to include a gift
to The MOAA Foundation.

Some of the most common types of bequests include a fixed-dollar
amount, a specific property, a percentage of the estate, or the residual
portion of the estate. A charitable bequest may reduce estate taxes.
Consult an attorney when making or revising a will to ensure compliance
with state law and to minimize applicable taxes.

Donors who provide for The MOAA Foundation either by means of a
bequest or a planned gift are eligible for Heritage Society membership.
For more information, please email our Development office at
foundation@moaa.org or call (800) 234-6622, ext.169.

For bequests to The MOAA Foundation, your attorney may
find the following wording useful:

“I give and bequeath (description of property) and/
or the sum of § to Military Officers Association of America
(MOAA) Foundation, a Virginia nonprofit, charitable organization (EIN:
46-4219250) that is tax-exempt under section §501(c)3 of the Internal
Revenue Code doing business at 201 North Washington Street, Alexandria,
Virginia 22314-2539. These funds are to be used in support of all MOAA
Foundation charitable programs offered by MOAA, its subsidiaries, its
councils or its chapters to currently serving uniformed servicemembers
and veterans of all ranks, their families and their survivors.”

JI# q
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‘ASIERVU_HENS_I:VE SERIES, VOLUME 1 =

N Fatas

| "This is historical fiction and will give the reader insight into
one of the pivotal battles of the Vietham war. Matt's work

putting this together was prodigious. | don't know how he did
it. As a historical novel, I think it is great."

‘| General Walter Boomer, US Marine Corps (Ret)
{1 Available on Amazon and Kindle.

Member Spotlight

Are you involved in a community
event, activity, or service? Send us a
picture and a description of 'you’ in
action, and we will highlight you in
the chapter newsletter!

Newsletter Editor: Cliff Korn
newsletter@sccmoaa.org

Happy Birthday

November 1
November 21

Eunice Patxot
Kenneth Phillips

Universal
Realty
Simone M. Baillergeon

Owner/Short Sale Logistics

307 S. Pebble Beach Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Email: simone@sccrealty.com

www.sccreaity.com

Office: 813-633-3311 Cell: 813-917-3629

2025 Memorial Day Sponsor

Funeral Director

(. 813-634-99 Sun City Center
>/ Funeral Home
9 1851 R \ D)
Sun ( ( FL 33573 B (
: Out of State Transfer
£ in S|

Now and Always
We O | | b €

H

1-8002472 1 9 2 A |
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THE LARGER OUR NUMBERS,
THE GREATER YOUR VOICE.

Why MOAA chapter membership matters.

["[MOAA
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The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate.

The Sun City Center (FL) MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of
the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential associ-
ation of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. The newsletter is
delivered electronically only.

Commercial solicitation of members using membership rolls and/or
rosters is prohibited. Articles may be taken from MOAA and DoD publi-
cations. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the In-

ternal Revenue Codes. Follow us on
Facebook
MOAAG Legislative Action Center link: https://moaa.quorum.us
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