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President’s Message  
CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret) 

Hello Members, 

We missed our November luncheon because of a planned power 
outage in the Community Center so we must compress a few tasks 
into the December meeting. We will have to vote on the 2026 
Board members and after that install the new board. CAPT Tony 
LaVecchia, USN (Ret) from the FCoC will perform the installation.  
The December meeting will have a Holiday theme and donations 
for the Fisher house will be collected, as we have done the past 
few years. Please donate only new items. Toiletries, socks, under-
wear etc. are always welcome. 
Master Deputy Merry will attend and say a few words about those 
scams prevalent during the Holiday season. 
There will be a raffle for a terrific basket with wine, $20 gift card, 
and other goodies worth over $125 dollars. Tickets are only $5 
each and any proceeds will be given to worthy causes. 
 
We had a very successful Veteran’s Day Ceremony at the Commu-
nity Center. Lt Governor Collins was our distinguished speaker. 
Thank you to Paul Wheat for coordinating the event. 
 

 
 
I’d like to thank all of you for allowing me to act as your Chapter 

President for the past 2 years. It proves that Tempus Fugit (time 

flies) when you are associated with great people and having fun. 

Thank you, Bill. 

December 2025  
News You Can Use! 

MOAA Enters Agreement with New Medicare Partner 

Medicare’s Annual Enrollment Period is halfway through — and 

many retirees and veterans have understandably overlooked this 

season in the past. After all, most Medicare options are designed 

to give care to civilians.  

 But over the last few years, Medicare Advantage options have 

been developed specifically with military retirees and veterans in 

mind, working alongside TRICARE For Life and VA benefits 

(including CHAMPVA). You’ve paid the same Medicare taxes as 

every other American, and these plans are designed to give back 

to you with benefits that reflect your service.  

 That’s why this year’s Annual Enrollment Period could be a valua-

ble time to review your options.  

 Veterans Healthcare, MOAA’s newest Affinity Partner, helps vet-
erans and military retirees learn about these specific Medicare 

Advantage options that are uniquely built to work with your cur-

rent military benefits. These veteran-catered plans include bene-

fits like:  

• Monthly Part B Premium Giveback – reduce your monthly 

Medicare premium.  

• Dental coverage – coverage for preventive and, in some cas-

es, comprehensive services. 

• Hearing coverage – exams and discounted hearing aids. 

• Fitness benefits – access to nationwide gym networks. 

• Worldwide emergency coverage – coverage for emergency 

care while traveling overseas. 

Other valuable extras not included under Original Medicare or 

TRICARE For Life.  

As Medicare Part B premiums continue to rise, these plans can 

help offset costs while protecting your earned military benefits.  
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$20.00 - 3 December LUNCHEON - $20.00      

To Register: 813-924-1983  
 

Reservations no later than 6 p.m. Sunday, 30 November 2025 
 

Florida Room, Atrium Building 

945 North Course Lane , Sun City Center, FL 33573 
  

Please give full names of members and guests, total 
number attending.  Cost is $20.00/person payable 
at the door (cash, check, or credit card).  Social hour 
begins when you arrive, and the  Business meeting 
starts at 11:00 followed by a speaker and lunch.  

Remember, if you make a reservation and do not 
attend, you are expected to pay. Bring payment to 
the next meeting or send check to: 

Military Officers Association of America  
Post Office Box 5693 

Sun City Center, FL  33571-5693 
 

December Buffet Luncheon Menu 
 

Garden Salad Bar with Dressing Assortment,  
Rolls & Butter 

 Entrees: 

• Carved Steamship Round of Beef, 
Medium Rare with Horseradish  

• Chicken Marsala 

• Bourbon Glazed Salmon 

Starch & Vegetable du Jour 

    Desserts: Chef’s selected desserts 

 2024/2025 Chapter Officers 

PRESIDENT 

CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)……………(805) 506-3269 

president@sccmoaa.org  

1st VP  

Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret)……..…..(808) 589-6553 

danny.melton@gmail.com 

Program Chair 

2nd VP 

Maj Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret)…………..(813) 677-2606 

kfaryniasz@hotmail.com 

Membership Chair 

TREASURER 

Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret)....……..(603) 305-1062 

bill@wwpat.us 

SECRETARY   

Lt Col Joe Muhlberger, USAF (Ret) …….(701)-509-3883 

secretary@sccmoaa.org 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret)……………..(301) 529-4301 

eunice@sccmoaa.org 

 

DIRECTOR 

LTC Jeff Camp, USA (Ret)………………..….(312) 342-0531 

colcamp@icloud.com 

Legislative Liaison 

DIRECTOR 

CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret)…………….……(813) 532-0913 

newsletter@sccmoaa.org 

Newsletter Editor 

DIRECTOR  

Lt Col Ferris Garrett, USAF (Ret)………….(813) 841-0532 

garrett4@tampabay.rr.com 

DIRECTOR 

Jean Bennett Stratis……………………………(813) 758-7330 

jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com 

Surviving Spouse Liaison 

DIRECTOR 

Maj Tom Smith, USAF (Ret)……………....(813) 919-6645 

tsmith0750@hotmail.com 

Chaplain 

mailto:president@sccmoaa.org
mailto::danny.melton@gmail.com
mailto:kfaryniasz@hotmail.com
mailto:bill@wwpat.us
mailto:joseph.muhlberger@gmail.com%3e
mailto:eunice@sccmoaa.org
mailto:colcamp@icloud.com
mailto:newsletter@sccmoaa.org
mailto:garrett4@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/29f64fe3d09db78e/Documents/MOAA/2024_12/tsmith0750@hotmail.com
https://flmoaa.org/events/
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Membership Dues Now Payable! 
MOAA SCC Chapter – Renew Today for 2026 

It's Time to Renew Your Membership! 
Officer Dues: $20 

Surviving Spouse Dues: $15 

Spouses: Free! 

How to Pay 
In Person: Bring your payment to the next luncheon. 

By Mail: Send your check to: 

MOAA SCC Chapter 

PO Box 5693 

Sun City Center, FL 33571 

Don't miss out! Renew your membership and stay connected with your MOAA community. 

YOUR 2026  

MEMBERSHIP 

DUES ARE NOW  

PAYABLE! 
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Due to the unavoidable cancelation of our Annual Meeting in November, it will occur on 3 
December 2024. Our Bylaws (Article VII, Section 2) state, “There shall be an annual meeting 
of the Chapter during November for the receipt of annual reports, the determination of an-
nual dues for the next calendar year, the election of officers and directors, and the transac-
tion of other business.“ Notice of the annual meeting shall be published no later than the 
Chapter's October newsletter. 

 

The following slate of candidates for election as officers and directors will  be up for 
election at the Annual Meeting:  

      OFFICERS (6) 

1. President: Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret) 

2. 1st Vice President: -: Lt Col Joe Muhlberger, USAF (Ret) - Program Chair 

3. 2nd Vice President: Major Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret) – Legislative Affairs 

4. Secretary: CDR Dan Matz, USN (Ret) 

5. Treasurer: Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret) 

6. Immediate Past President: CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret) 

BOARD MEMBERS/DIRECTORS (5) 

1. CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret) - Newsletter Editor 

2. Ms. Jean Bennett Stratis - Surviving Spouse Liaison 

3. Major Tom Smith, USAF (Ret) – Chaplain 

4. Ms. Julie Floyd – Membership Chair 

5. COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret) – JROTC Program 

 

Installation of Officers and Directors will follow the election. 
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 Chaplain's Devotional for June 

Rev. Dr. Tom Smith 

Be Watchful 

Proverbs 4:23, “Keep your heart with all vigilance, for 
from it flow the springs of life.” 
 Rev. Don Evans told me a true story of his 
grandfather tending sheep in North Dakota many years 
ago. The young lad was given a rife with three bullets in 
hand to keep predators from devouring the sheep. The 
lad did as he was told but grew restless as the day wore 
on. His young grandfather saw a rock in the distance 
with a hole in the middle, a perfect target. He took one 
shell and fired with accuracy at the hole in the rock. 
Success. Try one more. He fired a second round and 
was satisfied with his pinpoint accuracy. The day was 
ending, and it was time to lead the sheep home. He led 
the sheep around the rock and was shocked to see a 
young lamb’s body twitching as life drained from it. His 
lack of watchfulness caused the death of one of the 
lambs he was to watch over. What Scriptural lessons 
can we learn from this true story? Let’s talk about that 
today. 
 First, being spiritually watchful prevents yield-
ing to temptation and being foolish with the life God 
has given us. Each life is ordained by God with a divine 
purpose. We discover that purpose as we seek Him 
through prayer and Bible study. Once discovered, we 
have a responsibility to watch over it with diligence.  
 Watchfulness ensures that we maintain spiritu-
al preparedness. If you die today, will you be leaving 
home or going home? The answer to that question will 
determine your eternal abode. The watchful person is a 
citizen of two worlds: earth and heaven. We are al-
lotted so many years to accomplish our purpose and 
ready ourselves for heaven. God intends us to pursue 
spiritual preparedness through our entire life, not just 
as the point of death. 
 Watchfulness deepens one’s spiritual life and 
connection with God. Psalm 42:1 says, “As the deep 
pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, 
my God.”  The metaphor of the deer’s desperate thirst 
for water expresses the deep spiritual yearning God 
desires us to have for Him. It expresses the deep need 
for God that is place in each and every heart. 
 Being watchful means we are constantly atten-
tive and responsive to guard against danger or to seize 
opportunity. How watchful are you to spiritual opportu-
nities? God calls us today to be watchful to His call to 
come home. That is an appointment we must keep!! 
 Be abundantly blessed today! 

 

Like what you see in this newsletter? 

There’s even more in the Florida Council of 

Chapter’s newsletter at this link! 

https://flmoaa.org/news/#  

 

 

Did you know we have a Facebook 
Page? We do! It’s a great place to 
see what’s happening in our chap-
ter, and it allows you to express 
your opinions on our activities and 
keep in touch with other members. 
If you have a Facebook account, 
click the logo/link to “like” and  
follow our page. If you don’t yet 
have a Facebook Account, Facebook 
makes it easy to establish one. 

 

https://flmoaa.org/news/#
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1632609230369398
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Member Spotlight 
Virginia Burrill  

Virginia Burrill Crowned Ms. Congeniality  
at the Ms. Sun City Center 2025-2026 Senior Pageant 

On 29 October at the Ms. Sun City Center 2025-2026 
Senior Pageant, Virginia Burrill was selected as Ms. 
Congeniality 2026, a title embodying the spirit of 
friendship and camaraderie among the contestants. 
This event marked a joyous resurgence of a tradition 
that celebrates the grace, vitality, and exceptional con-
tributions of women aged 60 to 80. This year marks a 
significant milestone because it has been 18 years 
since the last pageant. The pageant was held at the 
Community Hall at 1910 South Pebble Beach Blvd. 
Highlighting the evening was a stunning display as the 
contestants donned elegant evening gowns to dance to 
Roy Orbison's timeless hit, "Pretty Woman." Addition-
ally, each contestant entertained the crowd with a spe-
cial talent or skill, followed by impactful speeches on 
the importance of volunteerism within the community. 
 

The evening featured the beautiful contestants; how-
ever, the focus was on volunteerism and fundraising 
for the SCCCA Future Facilities Fund Phase 1-B. These 
ladies, and the fifty volunteers who helped support the 
event, raised over $11,000 earmarked for the resort-
style pool and full-service restaurant for the communi-
ty. 

 

Virginia and Steven Burrill recently moved to Sun City Center and Steve transferred to our chapter earlier 
this year. 
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Surviving Spouse Corner 
Jeannie Stratis 

Finding Joy and Connection This Holiday Season 

The holidays have a way of stirring up memories — 
the sound of a favorite carol, the smell of cinnamon in 
the kitchen, the sight of twinkling lights on a frosty 
evening. For those of us who shared life with a mili-
tary officer, those moments often come with an extra 
layer of nostalgia. We remember holidays spent far 
from home, New Year’s toasts made in unfamiliar 
time zones, and the magic of making any place — 
from base housing to a borrowed cottage — feel like 
ours. 

Now, in this season of our lives, the holidays can take 
on new meaning. They remind us that joy doesn’t 
fade — it simply changes shape. It’s found in laughter 
around a dinner table filled with friends who under-
stand our stories, in the quiet pride of seeing our fam-
ilies carry on traditions, and in the freedom to make 
new memories just for ourselves. 

This is the perfect time to treat yourself with the 
same care you’ve given others for so many years. 
Hang that wreath, bake those cookies, go to the con-
cert or the luncheon — or start a new tradition alto-
gether. Host a “Widows’ Holiday Tea,” volunteer at a 
toy drive, or take a spontaneous weekend trip. The 
gift of this season is connection — to others, to com-
munity, and to the light that still shines within you. 

And don’t forget to laugh — oh, how our spouses 
would have rolled their eyes at our holiday decorating 
sprees or at how we always managed to “find room” 
for just one more ornament. That laughter keeps 
them close and keeps our spirits bright. 

So, here’s to seasoned spirits — strong, wise, and full 
of grace. May this holiday season bring warmth to 
your heart, sparkle to your days, and peace to your 
soul. You’ve weathered much and given much — now 
it’s time to savor the season and all the beauty it 
brings. 

Cheers to you, and may your holidays be merry, 
meaningful, and filled with love. From our home to 
yours, happy holidays! 

Legislative Corner 

Maj Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret) 

Florida Legislative Issues 

Florida Senate Bills 474 & 502 Filed in November 

Senator Tom Wright of Port Orange and a member 
of the Senate Armed Services committee has intro-
duced two Senate  Bills 474 and  502 which will be 
considered in 2026. These are the first two military 
related Senate Bills submitted for consideration.  

Senate Bill 774 revises the authorization to be 
granted a leave of absence for military service to 
include the Coast Guard; revising the authorization 
to be granted a leave of absence for reserve or 
guard training to include members of the Florida 
State Guard; specifying that an authorization for a 
leave of absence for all employees of the state and 
the counties, municipalities, and political subdivi-
sions of the state to perform active military service 
for a specified timeframe is based on a single or-
der; deleting positions from the Department of 
Military Affairs from compulsory participation in 
the Senior Management Service Class, etc. 

Senate Bill 502  provides concurrent Legislative Ju-
risdiction over United States Military Installa-
tions; Declaring that the state accepts the relin-
quishment of exclusive legislative jurisdiction from 
the United States in accordance with specified pro-
visions; providing that this state has concurrent 
legislative jurisdiction with the United States over 
United States military installations located within 
the boundaries of this state; specifying that such 
jurisdiction is effective upon the Governor’s 
written acceptance of a request filed by the princi-
pal officer, or other specified representative who 
has supervision or control over the military instal-
lation, etc. 

Retiree COLA Raise at 2.8% for 2026 

Military retirees and disabled veterans will receive 
2.8% increases to their monthly paychecks for 
2026, thanks to the annual Cost of Living Adjust-
ment, or COLA, tied to inflation. 

The 2.8% raise for 2026 is up from 2.5 % in 2025 
after a string of raises as high as 8.7% in 2023. 
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Christmas Fundraiser!   

 

Our December meeting may feature some small hand-crafted quilted 
items for sale.  This is a fundraiser for our MOAA chapter, so please bring 
your cash to spend.  Most items will be under $25.  They are very well-
made by our very own Sun City Center Quilting Club.  These items are 
perfect gifts for housekeepers, care givers, and others in your life whom 
you would like to remember this Christmas.   

 

In addition, we will be selling tickets to win the lovely Italian gift basket.  It has 2 
bottles of wine, dried pasta, biscotti, bread seasoning, and much more!  A $125 
value!  Tickets are $5 apiece.  Again, bring your cash and win!   

 

Thank you for supporting our chapter! 
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With the mission of growing our MOAA coffers, Blind Date with a Book offers an easy 
way to donate both books and funds to MOAA.  We take your donated books, wrap 
them in paper with a book summary and genre written clearly on the front.  You 
make a donation (we recommend $5-$20, although $1 is acceptable), to buy the 
book and have a “Blind Date” with it.  The idea is, like a real blind date, you don’t  
really know what you’re getting, but the donation will go to MOAA.   



 
David J. Gauthier 

Certified Public Accountant—Sun City Accounting 

Sun City Center, Florida 33573 

 

(813) 634-9500 
(813)642-8112-Fax 

 

      Income Tax Preparation 

         Corporate and Business Taxes 
        Accounting and Bookkeeping 

Financial and Investment Planning 

Planning for Freedom Plaza Entrance Fees  

 

Please Support 

our  

Advertisers! 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

        
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2025 Memorial Day Sponsor 

2025 Memorial Day Sponsor 

Member Spotlight 
Are you involved in a community 

event, activity, or service?  Send us a 
picture and a description of 'you’ in 
action, and we will highlight you in 

the chapter newsletter! 

Newsletter Editor: Cliff Korn  
newsletter@sccmoaa.org 

"This is historical fiction and will give the reader insight into 
one of the pivotal battles of the Vietnam war. Matt's work 
putting this together was prodigious. I don't know how he did 
it. As a historical novel, I think it is great." 

General Walter Boomer, US Marine Corps (Ret) 
Available on Amazon and Kindle.  

 

  

Now and Always 
We’ll be There. 

  H         
 

  

 

 

90228 

     
1-800-247-2192 • www.moaainsurance.com  

 
Happy Birthday 

 
 
 

Jeffery Camp                     December 14  

mailto:newsletter@sccmoaa.org
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
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Sun City Center Chapter  
Military Officers Association of America 
P.O. Box 5693 
Sun City Center, FL. 33571-5693 

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. 
The Sun City Center (FL) MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of 
the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential associ-
ation of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. The newsletter is 
delivered electronically only. 
 

Commercial solicitation of members using membership rolls and/or 
rosters is prohibited.  Articles may be taken from MOAA and DoD publi-
cations. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the In-
ternal Revenue Codes. 
 

MOAA’s Legislative Action Center link:   https://moaa.quorum.us 

Florida House District 70 
Michael Owen 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local - PMB 432, 235 Apollo Beach Boulevard 
Apollo Beach, FL 33572-2251  
State - 1302 The Capitol  
402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee   32399-1300 

Tel.     Local - (656) 333-9530 
 State – 850-717-5070  
 Legislative Aid - JP Gutierrez  
 

Florida Senate District 20 
Jim Boyd 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local - 717 Manatee Ave. 
Suite 100 
Bradenton 34205 

 

State - 318 Senate Bldg. 
404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee   32399-1100 

Tel.     Local – (941) 742-6445  
State – (850) 487-5020  

 Legislative Assistant: 
 Kathy Galea & Amanda Romant  

romant.amanda@flsenate.gov 
 

Florida Congressional District 16 
Vern Buchanan 
Offices and Addresses: 
 Local - 510 Vonderburg Drive, Suite 303 
                  Brandon, FL 33511 
 

DC - 2110 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
 Washington, DC 20515 
Tel.     Local – 813-657-1013 
 DC – 202-226-5015 
 Fax – 202-226-0828 
Hillsborough County Area Manager - MarDee Buchman 
Hillsborough County Field Representative/Constituent  
Service – Melissa Jackson 

 

U.S. Senators 
Ashley Moody 
Offices and Addresses: 
Local - TBA 

DC - B40-B Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 

Tel.     Local – TBA 
 DC – 202-224-3041  
  
Legislative assistant: TBA 
  
 

Rick Scott 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local -801 N. Florida Ave 
Suite 421 
Tampa, FL 33602 

 
DC - 110 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 

Tel.     Local – 813-225-7040 
 DC - 202-224-5274 
Legislative assistant: 
 Kyle Joshua Hill 

https://moaa.quorum.us
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1632609230369398

