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President’s Message

Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret)
As we end 2025 with mostly warm Florida winter

holidays such as Hanukkah, Christmas, and New
Year's Eve, we look forward to 2026. The first
MOAA SCC New Year's resolution should be to do
our best in fulfilling MOAA’s motto: “Never stop
serving.” All of us who have served in uniform
know that the winter holiday season is typically a
challenging time for active-duty service members,
veterans, and their families. It is during this time
that many veterans and family members go
through depression, and some even commit sui-
cide. So, as we look out for our families and en-
courage them to get the help they need, we should
do the same for each other as members of MOAA.

| want to thank CDR Bill Kirkpatrick for his service
as President of the MOAA Sun City Center Chap-
ter over the past two years. Also, | want to thank
all MOAA SCC'’s past and present officers and di-
rectors/board members for their willingness to
serve, and to continue serving, as we enter 2026.
As you know, MOAA SCC is an all-volunteer or-
ganization, so when you can, please volunteer and
serve at different MOAA-sponsored events. No
members, no volunteers. The chapter priorities |
see for this upcoming year are (always subject to
Board input):

Membership. Currently, the MOAA Sun City
Center membership is around 105. Indeed,
it is a function of demographics. Still, we can
all serve as recruiters by inviting active duty,
retired, and former military officers we know
in our area to our monthly luncheons to see
if they might be interested in joining. No

members, no chapter.

Legislative Action. We need to communicate
with our state and national elected officials
on legislative issues that impact us as veter-
ans and our families. MOAA serves as an
advocate for all service members and veter-
ans with the U.S. Congress. MOAA’s active
advocacy campaigns can be found at the
following link: https://moaa.quorum.us/
active_campaigns/. What goes on in Hills-
borough County, Tallahassee, and Wash-
ington, D.C., impacts all of us. 2nd Vice
President, Major Kirk Faryniasz, USAF
(Ret), is our Chapter’s Legislative Affairs Di-
rector.

Surviving Spouses. As we are all aware, the
surviving spouses of military veterans not
only suffer the heartbreaking loss of their
husband or wife, but also the loss of many
governmental benefits they had while their
spouses were alive. Ms. Jeannie Stratis is
our Surviving Spouse Director and Liaison.
She regularly provides valuable guidance
from her personal experience and infor-
mation resources to help surviving spouses
navigate their most difficult time of loss and
grief.

Volunteers. MOAA SCC members are always
needed for various events in Sun City Cen-
ter, including Memorial Day, Veterans’ Day,
Hi Neighbor, Fun Fest, and Wreaths Across
America. Please volunteer if you are availa-
ble.

| look forward to seeing you all at our first lunch-
eon/meeting of 2026 in the Florida Room on Janu-
ary 7, 2026.
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January 2026 Program
CAPT Jim Carman, USN (Ret)

As was announced at our December lunch-
eon, CAPT Carmen will present the value of
TotalForce+, its impact for MOAA's vision for
the next 10 years, and the top three items of
legislation MOAA is emphasizing with our
Congress.

Of note, CAPT Carmen:

J Commanded two Navy opera-
tional units, Patrol Squadron Ten and Patrol
and Reconnaissance Wing Ten, while serving
as a Navy pilot

. Was selected to serve two Vice
Presidents as a member of the White House
Staff

J Currently leads the Member
Support Group at MOAA, the strongest team
with whom he has ever served. As MOAA's
Vice President, Council/Chapter and Member
Support, CAPT Carman is responsible for planning and executing member support
functions to include oversight of MOAA’s 400 geographic and virtual councils,
chapters, and satellite affiliates; operation of MOAA’s Member Service Center;
planning and execution of MOAA'’s career transition support services, finance and
benefits education programs, caregiver support program, surviving spouse en-
gagement program, and annual membership events; and works with the General
Counsel to support MOAA’s national board of directors.

He also conducts career transition and benefits education facilitations and council
and chapter visitations in support of MOAA’s advocacy, leadership, education, and
service missions.
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$20.00 - 7 January LUNCHEON - $20.00
To Register: 813-924-1983

Reservations no later than 6 p.m.
Sunday, 4 January 2025

Florida Room, Atrium Building
945 North Course Lane,
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Please give full names of members and guests, total
number attending. Cost is $20.00/person payable
at the door (cash, check, or credit card). Social hour
begins when you arrive, and the Business meeting
starts at 11:00 followed by a speaker and lunch.

Remember, if you make a reservation and do not
attend, you are expected to pay. Bring payment to
the next meeting or send check to:

Military Officers Association of America
Post Office Box 5693
Sun City Center, FL 33571-5693

January Buffet Luncheon Menu

Garden Salad Bar with Assorted Dressings,
Rolls & Butter

Entrees:

« Chinese Pepper Steak
« Sesame Chicken

« Shrimp Lo Mein

Starch & Vegetable du Jour
Desserts: Chef’s selected desserts

Beverages: Decaf Coffee, Iced Tea, and Ice
Water
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YOUR 2026
MEMBERSHIP
DUES ARE NOW
PAYABLE!

Membership Dues Now Payable!

MOAA SCC Chapter - Renew Today for 2026

It's Time to Renew Your Membership!
Officer Dues: $20
Surviving Spouse Dues: $15

Spouses: Free!
How to Pay
In Person: Bring your payment to the next luncheon.

By Mail: Send your check to:

MOAA SCC Chapter
PO Box 5693
Sun City Center, FL 33571

Don't miss out! Renew your membership and stay connected with your MOAA community.




Chaplain's Devotional for January

Rev. Dr. Tom Smith
Happy New Year!!

Isaiah 43:18,19 (ESV): “Remember not the former
things, nor consider the things of old. ** Behold, |
am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you
not perceive it? | will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.”

New Year celebrations will take place all
over America. What should observances mean to
us? Let’s talk about that today.

The new year is a time to let go of the
past. One of God’s greatest gifts is memory. My
wife and | often recall precious memories of our
past fifty-five years of marriage. We laugh, cry, and
hold dear memories that were not so precious to
us when they occurred. God does not intend for us
to get stuck in old memories. They have a place,
but God encourages us to focus on His current and
future work in our lives (Jeremiah 29:11). If we
submit to God, He will do a new thing in 2026.

The new year is a time to embrace new
things. The new year will probably bring new phys-
ical pain as we get older; our bodies do not coop-
erate as they once did. But God does not see age
as the new year approaches. He only recognizes
the promise of a fresh, surprising chapter of re-
demption and blessing proportional to our willing-
ness to submit to Him. Getting stuck in old memo-
ries confines us to a prison of our own making;
transforming our minds to embrace God’s promis-
es allows Him to bring new hope to these aging
bodies. Hope in God is eternal. It pulls us out of a
rut to look positively at our future.

The new year is a time to walk a new path. My
wife loves to investigate new things and places.
She quickly loses interest in a destination she has
visited previously. Her drive is to see and experi-
ence something new. 2026 is a great time to inves-
tigate the promises of God, which are eternal, and
incorporate them into your life. He will walk with
us as we negotiate life in 2026.

The new year is a time to embrace provisions in diffi-
culty. The imagery of “a way in the wilderness and
streams in the desert” signifies God’s ability to pro-
vide solutions and life where there seems to be none.
Only God knows what the future holds for each of us.
We will still be subject to physical and mental ail-
ments, all the difficulties that come along with living;
we can know that God will guide us through all that
happens in 2026. Take two promises with you into the
new year: (1) God has big shoulders, and (2) He still
works the night shift of our lives. He knows we are
finite; He is infinite. We are mortal; He is immortal.
We are fickle; He never changes. We may be fright-
ened by life’s circumstances; He is the stone upon
which we stand when the raging waters of life threat-
en to engulf us. He never fails!
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Did you know we have a Facebook Page?
We do! It’s a great place to see what’s
happening in our chapter, and it allows
you to express your opinions on our ac-
tivities and keep in touch with other
members. If you have a Facebook ac-
count, click the logo/link to “like” and
follow our page. If you don’t yet have a
Facebook Account, Facebook makes it
easy to establish one.

Find us on

Facebook
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Surviving Spouse Corner
Jeannie Stratis

Caring for Yourself: The Healing Power of Reading,
Movement, and Community

Self-care is more than a luxury—it is an important
part of maintaining health, peace, and connection.
While gentle exercise and healthy routines help care
for the body, reading offers a special kind of nourish-
ment for the mind and heart.

Light physical activity, such as walking, stretching, or
chair exercises, can improve balance, reduce stiff-
ness, and lift mood. Even a few minutes a day can
make a meaningful difference. Paired with good nu-
trition and rest, these small habits support overall
well-being.

Just as important is caring for emotional and mental
health—and this is where reading shines. Books offer
companionship, comfort, and escape. A good story
can transport us, spark memories, or help us see our
own experiences reflected in others. Reading keeps
the mind active, supports memory, and provides a
quiet, calming space for reflection. For many widows,
books can be a source of strength, hope, and gentle

joy.

We invite you to celebrate the power of reading by
supporting our “Date with a Book” fundraiser at the
January luncheon. It’s a wonderful opportunity to
pick up a new book, rediscover the pleasure of read-
ing, and to support our chapter.

Caring for yourself can be as simple as turning a
page, taking a short walk, or sharing a moment with
others. Join us in January, find a book that speaks to
you, and continue nurturing your well-being—one
chapter at a time.

Legislative Corner

Maj Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret)
COLA Update

The November 2025 Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage
Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W), released Dec. 18, was
317.414, slightly higher than the COLA baseline of 317.265.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics canceled plans to release October
CPI-W figures, citing the government shutdown. The November
2025 figures were the first from the new fiscal year. CPI-W fig-
ures from the end of the fiscal year (July, August, and Septem-
ber 2026) will be compared with the COLA baseline to calculate
the 2027 COLA.

Tax Documents Availability

Some year-end tax documents already are available via the De-
fense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) myPay Porta;, with
others set to post in the coming days. Those who receive the
forms via postal mail will have a longer wait.

Military retirees, former spouses, and annuitants should have
access to their IRS Form 1099-R via myPay as of Dec. 17. Other
key 2026 dates for myPay forms:

Jan. 7: W-2s for Army, Navy, Air Force, and Space
Force Reserve members.

Jan. 16: W-2s for active and reserve Marine Corps
members.

Jan. 21: W-2s for active Army, Navy, Air Force, and
Space Force members.

Jan. 23: 1099-INTs for Savings Departement portal
participants.

VA Restructuring

MOAA is following recent VA announcements regarding restruc-
turing within the Veterans Health Administration. This latest
announcement is consistent with information we heard during
our introductory meeting with VA Secretary Doug Collins and
during the early Department of Government Efficiency efforts.

MOAA has been, and remains, supportive of identifying efficien-
cies and saving taxpayer money — as long as those savings do
not come at the expense of our veterans. Effective and cost-
efficient government operations are a shared objective.

When it comes to veteran health care, maintaining standards
for access and quality remains the benchmark, and Secretary
Collins has assured all stakeholders that these standards will be
upheld, even amid significant billet reductions.

Florida Veterans Award

Nominations are open for the Class of 2026 Florida Veterans'
Hall of Fame. If you know a Veteran who has made a significant
civic, business, or public service contribution to the state of
Florida, nominate them today. Nomination forms are available
at: https://bit.ly/4oMijerG
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Presented jointly by the U.S Department of Veterans Affairs & the
U.S. Department of Defense

You are cordially invited to attend the upcoming Joint Survivors' Forum.
Please mark your calendar for this important event and retain this invitation
for convenient access to the online meeting links.

JANUARY 15th, 2026

9:00am ET - 12:00pm ET

ADD TO YOUR CALENDAR

‘ Join Here ‘

Use the link above to join the meeting live on January 15, 2026 at 9:00am EST

OFFICE OF SURVIVORS ASSISTANCE

va.gov/survivors | Email us at officeofsurvivorsasst@va.qov

7


https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FUSVAVBA%2F2025%2F08%2F18%2Ffile_attachments%2F3358897%2FJoint%2520Survivors%2520Forum.ics/1/0100019b37ed404c-2d55aa9a-725e-4003-908e-bb2588c897b0-000000/IcJ8n3JE3fbc1gj4V-
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_YmE1MDM2ZDItYjc2NS00ODZmLTk1ZmQtZTBhOTI1YWIwMTA0%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext=%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522e95f1b23-abaf-45ee-821d-b7ab251ab3bf%2522%252c%2522
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.va.gov%2Fsurvivors%2F/1/0100019b37ed404c-2d55aa9a-725e-4003-908e-bb2588c897b0-000000/iWASDuFYuXz9Fp4V1J66AWt8NSuhUoZ5hyFJR9h2IFI=436
mailto:officeofsurvivorsasst@va.gov
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NDJkYjIxNTItY2Q0NC00YTEzLWE0OTgtOGQ1OGI2YjVmOWI4%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext=%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522e95f1b23-abaf-45ee-821d-b7ab251ab3bf%2522%252c%2522

U.S. House Passes Four
Buchanan Defense Proposals

“Together, These Measures Strengthen Our Forces
and Reaffirm Our Commitment to the Men and
Women in Uniform.”

Congressman Vern Buchanan, Vice Chairman of
the House Ways and Means Com-

mittee, announced that four of his proposals were
included in the final version of this year’s National
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), which passed
the U.S. House of Representatives. The bill now
goes to President Trump’s desk to be signed into
law.

The four Buchanan proposals in the House-passed FY26
NDAA include:

e The Protecting Animals in Military Training Act to
end the use of animals in live-fire trauma training.
The military will instead use advanced simulators,
mannequins, cadavers or actors to prepare service-
members for combat emergencies.

e A provision expressing concern over the fact that
China and other countries of concern are develop-
ing dual-use strategic technologies from U.S. capi-
tal, which is then benefiting adversaries’ military
modernization efforts, surveillance states and hu-
man rights abuses. Buchanan’s provision calls on
the president to use all necessary means to restrict
certain U.S. outbound investments in these tech-
nologies in countries of concern.

e Arequirement for the Secretary of Defense to sub-
mit a report to Congress and make publicly availa-
ble all detection and mitigation activities conducted
to counter unmanned aircraft systems.

e Arequirement for the Secretary of Defense to list
all critical defense infrastructure that relies on for-
eign materials or components and ways to replace
the procurement and production of those materials
(including gaps in manufacturing capabilities).

In January 2025, Buchanan had his Honoring Our
Heroes with Dignity Act (H.R. 10301) and eight of
his legislative proposals signed into law. These pro-
posals, which enhanced military readiness and ex-
panded health care options for servicemembers,
were included in the final version of the FY25
NDAA.

Buchanan Honors 19 Local
Veterans with Congressional
Veteran Commendation

3rd Annual Awards Ceremony Honors Veterans for
Wartime Service and Peacetime Community Involve-
ment

16th District Home to Over 64,000 Veterans

Congressman Vern Buchanan announced the honorees of
the 3™ Annual Congressional Veteran Commendation cere-
mony. Buchanan established the awards to honor the war-
time sacrifices and peacetime community involvement of
veterans residing in Florida’s 16th Congressional District

An independent panel of veterans reviewed nominations
and chose the following 19 veterans for their wartime and
post-military service. Of the 19 chosen, the following 7
honorees are members of our Sun City Center chapter:

e Benny Blackshire of Sun City Center who served in the
U.S. Army during the Vietnam War

o Jeffery Camp of Parrish who served in the U.S. Army &
Army National Guard during the Iraq and Afghanistan
Wars

e Charles Conover Jr. of Sun City Center who served in
the U.S. Army outside of war time

e Ferris Garrett Jr. of Sun City Center who served in the
U.S. Air Force during the Vietnam War

e William Greer of Wimauma who served in the U.S. Air
Force outside of war time

e Danny Melton of Riverview who served in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps outside of war time

e Paul Wheat Jr. of Sun City Center who served in the
U.S. Army during the Vietnam War

Buchanan has a strong record of fighting for veterans and
military families. In December 2021, a Buchanan measure
to reduce military training accidents following the death of
Bradenton soldier Nicolas Panipinto was enacted into law.
In February 2025, Buchanan introduced the Veterans Men-
tal Health Crisis Referral Enhancement Act (H.R. 1290),
which directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to establish
a three-year pilot program to refer veterans experiencing
mental health crises to approved non-Veterans Affairs
mental health care providers, ensuring timely access to
competent care. Buchanan also reintroduced the Veterans
Overmedication and Suicide Prevention Act (H.R. 136) this
Congress, which requires the VA to study the link between
addictive opioids and the alarmingly high rate of suicides
among veterans.
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TEL: (813) 633-4467. 1010 AMERICAN EAGLE BLVD

fanaged By

LilFE CARE SERVICES \\ SUN CITY CENTER, FL 33573
Freedom Plaza is a Life Plan Community designed for those who choose to
pursue their lifelong dreams in an engaging environment.

JOIN US FOR OUR NEXT COCKTAIL PARTY OR LUNCHEON AND
ALLOW US TO SHOW YOU HOW WE “ENRICH LIVES EVERYDAY!"

— Freedom Plaza, Sun City Center

a Proudly sponsored by Retired Officers’ Corporation

Certified Public Accountant—Sun City Accounting

David J. Gauthier
Sun City Center, Florida 33573

= = (813) 634-9500

Cpa (813)642-8112-Fax

Certified Public Income Tax Preparation
Corporate and Business Taxes
Accounting and Bookkeeping
Financial and Investment Planning
Planning for Freedom Plaza Entrance Fees

Accountants

MILITARY
FAMILY
SUPPORT

We support military men, women, and families with funds from
individuals and organizations who care.

The Many Ways MFS & You Help
Military Families

Scholarships and Leadership Programs-Supporting Florida high
school & JROTC students

Career Development Grants- Year round vocational grants for
Florida students and veterans (restrictions apply)

JROTC Awards & Certificates Program- Champion Hillsborough
county JROTC students & Florida public schools in citizenship

Honor Flight Guardianship- Fund 4
guardians annually for flights to
Washington, D.C.

Service Dogs- Partnership to help
subsidize guide dogs and service dogs
for veterans

For more information, call
813/634-4675

1010 American Eagle Blud. Ste 400

or lLog onto our website at 2
milfamilysupport.org sﬂ’ ”
Sun City Center, Florida 33573 r

Support Your MOAA Charities

Bequests and Heritage Society

A bequest - a gift made through your will - allows you to retain control of
your assets during your lifetime and distribute them as you wish upon your
death. After providing for loved ones, many people choose to include a gift
to The MOAA Foundation.

M

Some of the most common types of bequests include a fixed-dollar
amount, a specific property, a percentage of the estate, or the residual
portion of the estate. A charitable bequest may reduce estate taxes.
Consult an attorney when making or revising a will to ensure compliance
with state law and to minimize applicable taxes.

Donors who provide for The MOAA Foundation either by means of a
bequest or a planned gift are eligible for Heritage Society membership.
For more information, please email our Development office at
foundation@moaa.org or call (800) 234-6622, ext.169.

For bequests to The MOAA Foundation, your attorney may
find the following wording useful:

“I give and bequeath (description of property) and/
or the sum of § to Military Officers Association of America
(MOAA) Foundation, a Virginia nonprofit, charitable organization (EIN:
46-4219250) that is tax-exempt under section §501(c)3 of the Internal
Revenue Code doing business at 201 North Washington Street, Alexandria,
Virginia 22314-2539. These funds are to be used in support of all MOAA
Foundation charitable programs offered by MOAA, its subsidiaries, its
councils or its chapters to currently serving uniformed servicemembers
and veterans of all ranks, their families and their survivors.”



Member Spotlight

Are you involved in a community
event, activity, or service? Send us a
picture and a description of 'you’ in
action, and we will highlight you in
the chapter newsletter!

Newsletter Editor: Cliff Korn
newsletter@sccmoaa.org

SERIES, VOLUME 1 N

1 "This is historical fiction and will give the reader insight into
one of the pivotal battles of the Vietham war. Matt's work

| putting this together was prodigious. | don't know how he did A
it. As a historical novel, I think it is great." i l

| Universa
General Walter Boomer, US Marine Corps (Ret) Realty

Available on Amazon and Kindle. Sione M. Baillergeon

Owner/Short Sale Logistics

307 S. Pebble Beach Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Email: simone@sccrealty.com

www.sccrealty.com

Office: 813-633-3311 Cell: 813-917-3629

2025 Memorial Day Sponsor

JANUARY
1411 BIRTHDAYS

Funeral Director

L. 813-634-9900 ‘ \Sun City Center
4 Funeral Home
9 1851 Rickenbacker Dr
St ( ( r. FL. 33573 bunal, Cre
@ infe SCCth 1) ¢ O f State 1 .

Happy Birthday

Richard Meredith January 8 NOW and Always
We O | | b €

|
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1-8002472 1 9 2 A |
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THE LARGER OUR NUMBERS,
THE GREATER YOUR VOICE.

Why MOAA chapter membership matters.
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P.O. Box 5693

Sun City Center Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Sun City Center, FL. 33571-5693

Florida House District 70
Michael Owen

Offices and Addresses:
Local - PMB 432, 235 Apollo Beach Boulevard
Apollo Beach, FL 33572-2251
State - 1302 The Capitol
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee 32399-1300
Tel. Local - (656) 333-9530
State-l¥M P-MN-P MT ML
Legislative Aid - JP Gutierrez

Florida Senate District 20

Jim Boyd

Offices and Addresses:
Local - 717 Manatee Ave.

Suite 100
Bradenton 34205

State - 318 Senate Bldg.
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee 32399-1100

Tel. Local-lhl @ M N & LOMIMP 2L
State-lhl Y P M &P LMIE YT
Legislative Assistant:
Kathy Galea & Amanda Romant
romant.amanda@flsenate.gov

Florida Congressional District 16
Vern Buchanan
Offices and Addresses:
Local - 510 Vonderburg Drive, Suite 303
Brandon, FL 33511

DC - 2110 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515
Tel. Local-M N-D P-NNMN O
DC-H M= =P MN P
Fax-lH M= =-B1Y = Y
Hillsborough County Area Manager - MarDee Buchman

Hillsborough County Field Representative/Constituent
Service -IMelissa Jackson

U.S. Senators
Ashley Moody

Offices and Addresses:

Local - TBA
DC - B40-B Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Tel. Local -ITBA
DC-HM==-OMTI N LU

Legislative assistant: TBA

Rick Scott

Offices and Addresses:
Local -801 N. Florida Ave
Suite 421
Tampa, FL 33602

DC - 110 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
Tel. Local-M N-BD =-P MM
DC - 202-224-5274
Legislative assistant:
Kyle Joshua Hill

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate.

The Sun City Center (FL) MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of
the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). M O A As the nation's largest and most influential associ-
ation of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically n o n p a r brganiaation. The newsletter is

delivered electronically only.
Follow us on
f Facebook

Commercial solicitation of members using membership rolls and/or
rosters is prohibited. Articles may be taken from MOAA and DoD publi-
cations. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the In-
ternal Revenue Codes.

MOAAG Legislative Action Center link: https://moaa.quorum.us
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