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It’s hard to believe January is almost over, and we will 
soon have our next Sun City Chapter meeting and 
luncheon on February 4th. At our January luncheon, 
we had the honor of an MOAA National visit by  
Captain Jim Carman, USN (Ret), who is MOAA's Vice 
President for Council/Chapter and Member Support. 
Captain Carman provided a briefing on his responsibil-
ities for planning and executing member support 
functions and operations of MOAA’s Member Service 
Center.  

He also took time to meet with MOAA SCC officers 
after the luncheon. One of the biggest challenges  
discussed is that most chapters experience member 
losses and difficulty recruiting. Among the many  
initiatives that MOAA National is working on is to pro-
vide each state council of chapters with information 
on MOAA Life Members residing in a particular  
geographic area who are not local chapter members. 
The objective is to recruit Life Members to join a local 
chapter near them and encourage them to get  
involved.  

From January 29-31, six of your Board Members will 
travel to the Rosen Center in Orlando. The Florida 
Council of Chapters (FCoC) holds a Leadership Train-
ing Seminar (LTS) every year during this time frame. 
This year, the FCoC will hold a combined LTS/
Convention. The LTS is where chapter leaders are 
trained for their roles in the MOAA enterprise. The 
convention is a time to enjoy the camaraderie of  
other MOAA members and guests, conduct the  
business of the Council, and remember those in our 
chapters that we lost in 2025 with a memorial service.  

 

February 2026 Program 
Kirk Forbes, Wimauma Civil Air Patrol  

 

I am originally from Indiana and have been a resident 
of Sun City Center, Florida, for the past four years. 

I earned my degrees 
from Purdue University: 
a bachelor's in Profes-
sional Pilot Technology 
and an MBA. 

My professional career 
includes 29 years in sales 
management, followed 
by 20 years as a corpo-
rate jet pilot before re-
tirement. During that 
time, I accumulated over 
9,900 hours of flight ex-

perience and earned my Air Transport Pilot (ATP) 
rating. 

My passion for aviation started in 1968 when I joined 
the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) in Indiana. This early experi-
ence inspired me to pursue my Private Pilot license at 
age 16. I participated in CAP throughout junior high 
and high school for three years, and later returned as 
a senior member after college. That foundation ulti-
mately led to a rewarding career flying corporate jets. 

Recently, I was motivated to help establish a new Civil 
Air Patrol squadron in the Wimauma/Sun City Center 
area (officially launched in October 2025 as the 
Wimauma/Sun City Center Cadet Squadron). The goal 
is to provide meaningful opportunities—such as aero-
space education, leadership training, flight orienta-
tion, and community service—to the region's large 
population of disadvantaged teenagers, helping them 
build character, skills, and confidence through this 
outstanding youth development program. 
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$20.00 - 4 February LUNCHEON - $20.00      

To Register: 813-924-1983  
 

Reservations no later than 6 p.m.  
Sunday, 1 February 2025 

 

Florida Room, Atrium Building 
945 North Course Lane,  

Sun City Center, FL 33573 
  

Please give full names of members and guests, total 
number attending.  Cost is $20.00/person payable 
at the door (cash, check, or credit card).  Social hour 
begins when you arrive, and the  Business meeting 
starts at 11:00 followed by a speaker and lunch.  

Remember, if you make a reservation and do not 
attend, you are expected to pay. Bring payment to 
the next meeting or send check to: 

 

Military Officers Association of America  
Post Office Box 5693 

Sun City Center, FL  33571-5693 
 

February Buffet Luncheon Menu 
 

Garden Salad Bar with Assorted Dressings,  
Rolls & Butter 

 

 Entrees: 

• Chicken Parmesan  

• Italian Sausage, Peppers & 
Onions  

• Spinach & Mushroom Lasagna  

 

Starch & Vegetable du Jour 

Desserts: Chef’s selected desserts 

Beverages: Decaf Coffee, Iced Tea, and Ice 
Water  

 2025/2026 Chapter Officers 

PRESIDENT 
Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret)……..…..(808) 589-6553 
president@sccmoaa.org  

1st VP  
Lt Col Joe Muhlberger, USAF (Ret) …….(701)-509-3883 
joseph.muhlberger@gmail.com  
Program Chair 

2nd VP 
Maj Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret)…………..(813) 677-2606 
kfaryniasz@hotmail.com 
Legislative Liaison 

TREASURER 
Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret)....……..(603) 305-1062 
bill@wwpat.us 

SECRETARY   
Dan Matz 
matzdr@usa.net 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)……….…(805) 506-3269 
ualav8tor@yahoo.com  
 

DIRECTOR 
CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret)…………….……(813) 532-0913 
newsletter@sccmoaa.org 
Newsletter Editor 

DIRECTOR  
COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret)……………..(301) 529-4301 
eunice@sccmoaa.org 
Webmaster, JRROTC Liaison 

DIRECTOR 
Jean Bennett Stratis……………………………(813) 758-7330 
jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com 
Surviving Spouse Liaison 

DIRECTOR 
Maj Tom Smith, USAF (Ret)……………....(813) 919-6645 
tsmith0750@hotmail.com 
Chaplain 

DIRECTOR 
Julie Floyd 
mvodyssea@yahoo.com 
Membership Chair 

 

mailto:president@sccmoaa.org
mailto:joseph.muhlberger@gmail.com
mailto:kfaryniasz@hotmail.com
mailto:bill@wwpat.us
mailto:matzdr@usa.net
mailto:ualav8tor@yahoo.com
mailto:newsletter@sccmoaa.org
mailto:eunice@sccmoaa.org
mailto:jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/29f64fe3d09db78e/Documents/MOAA/2024_12/tsmith0750@hotmail.com
mailto:mvodyssea@yahoo.com
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If you haven’t yet paid your 2026 Chapter 
Membership Dues you are now PAST 

DUE!  
MOAA SCC Chapter – Renew Today for 2026 

It's Time to Renew Your Membership! 
Officer Dues: $20 

Surviving Spouse Dues: $15 

Spouses: Free! 

How to Pay 
In Person: Bring your payment to the next luncheon. 

By Mail: Send your check to: 

MOAA SCC Chapter 

PO Box 5693 

Sun City Center, FL 33571 

 

YOUR 2026  

MEMBERSHIP 

DUES ARE NOW  

PAST DUE! 
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Surviving Spouse Corner 
Jeannie Stratis 

Valentine’s Day:  
Celebrating the Heart in Every Season of Life 

Valentine’s Day is a celebration of the heart, love, connec-
tion, and care. For surviving spouses, the holiday may look 
different than it once did, but it can still be a meaningful 
reminder of strength, gratitude, and the importance of 
caring for the heart in all stages of life. Love doesn’t end 
with loss. It evolves. And the heart—both emotional and 
physical—continues to carry that love forward. 

The heart is remarkably resilient. The heart is more than a 
symbol of love; it’s a powerful, resilient organ designed to 
adapt and heal. While grief can temporarily place extra 
stress on the body, many surviving spouses discover a  
renewed awareness of their health and well-being. Valen-
tine’s Day offers a gentle reminder to check in with the 
heart and make choices that support long-term vitality. 

Simple, positive habits—regular movement, balanced  
nutrition, quality sleep, and routine medical care—can go 
a long way in strengthening heart health. Even small steps, 
like a daily walk or a relaxed conversation with a friend, 
can benefit both the heart and the spirit. 

Valentine’s Day isn’t only about romantic love. It’s also 
about friendship, family, community, and self-care. For 
surviving spouses, staying connected plays an important 
role in heart health. Shared laughter, meaningful conversa-
tions, and time spent with others can reduce stress, boost 
mood, and support cardiovascular wellness. 

Many find joy in redefining the day, meeting a friend for 
coffee, volunteering, attending a community event, the 
MOAA luncheon, or honoring a loved one through an act 
of kindness. These moments of connection help keep the 
heart engaged and supported. 

Taking care of heart health is a powerful way to honor 
both past love and present life. Scheduling regular check-
ups, staying active, and tending to emotional well-being 
are all acts of self-respect and self-compassion. Support 
groups, counseling, or simply talking openly with others 
can lift emotional weight and promote overall wellness. 

Valentine’s Day can serve as a positive milestone—a  
reminder that caring for yourself is not only allowed but 
encouraged. Surviving spouses often carry deep wisdom, 
empathy, and strength. Valentine’s Day is an opportunity 
to celebrate that resilience and to recognize that the heart 
has room for many kinds of love—memories, friendships, 
new traditions, and hope. By focusing on connection,  
self-care, and heart health, Valentine’s Day becomes not 
just a look back, but a step forward, celebrating the heart 
in every season of life. 

Chaplain's Devotional for January 

Rev. Dr. Tom Smith 

Gratitude Determines Our Attitude 
Proverb: ‘Some people grumble that roses have thorns; 
I am thankful that thorns have roses and gratitude 
turns what we have into enough.” 
 I left our last luncheon early as I was experienc-
ing shortness of breath upon exertion. As a retired 
healthcare professional, I checked my oxygen satura-
tion and pulse rate to discover that my pulse rate was 
consistently in the mid-30’s range and my oxygen satu-
ration was in the low 90’s range. My wife drove me to 
the nearest emergency room for evaluation. I was im-
mediately admitted to the hospital for observation. I 
maintained persistent bradycardia, which prompted 
the team of consulting physicians to recommend emer-
gency pacemaker placement. I received a pacemaker, 
which changed my life. 
 I am grateful, I believe fully that “every good 
and perfect gift comes from God.” The old farmer put it 
this way, “God does the healing, the doctor just collects 
the money.” What are the benefits of being spiritually 
grateful for God’s intervention in our lives? 
 Spiritual gratitude connects us to something 
bigger than ourselves. It means that we do not have to 
carry the weights of life alone. We feel a sense of awe, 
wonder, and intimacy with God. Looking at the past 
several days, I stand in awe at how God orchestrated 
the circumstances in the hospital to benefit me spiritu-
ally, emotionally, and physically. 
 Spiritual gratitude helps us align our personal 
will with a higher purpose. Do I retire from the ministry, 
or do I continue? No! I do not retire, I refire!! My mis-
sion in life is not completed, as God does not see age. 
He sees obedience and availability. 
 Spiritual gratitude provides transformation to 
new purpose in life. Life is a gift from a loving God, and 
we are to be stewards of it. Stewardship requires us to 
watch carefully over every minute of our lives and the 
decisions we make to benefit God’s mission for it. Life is 
a high and holy calling. Let me challenge you today to 
consider the practice of gratitude and watch the change 
in attitude.  
 Finally, spiritual gratitude fosters humility. Let 
us recognize that we are held in the hands of the Crea-
tor of life and are only one breath away from death. Let 
us use this day to commit to God, the beginning and 
ending of life, and be a faithful steward of what lies in 
between with a heart filled with gratitude. 
 Be abundantly blessed today! 
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Singing Valentine MOAA Fundraiser 
 

Imagine surprising your loved one on Valentine's Day with a visit from a  
Barbershop Quartet singing romantic love songs right at your doorstep!  
The Lady and The Gramps Quartet is offering this unique experience. Let us 
know your preferred time on Friday, February 13th or Saturday, February 
14th, between 3:00 and 5:00 PM. If you need another time, contact us—
we might be able to accommodate. 

 

 

 

To book your spot, reach out to Dan Matz at  
737-221-9105 or matzdr@usa.net. 

 

Suggested donation: $50.00 

mailto:matzdr@usa.net
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January Meeting 
At our January Meeting we were honored to have a Chapter Visitation by Capt. Jim Carman, USN (Ret), CAE,  

Vice President, Council/Chapter and Member Support. He informed our members about MOAA initiatives and 
accomplishments as well as promising to take any of our concerns back to headquarters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Board of Directors L-R: Jeannie Stratis, Surviving Spouse Liaison; Cliff Korn, Newsletter Editor; 
Eunice Patxon, Webmaster & Jr. ROTC; Bill Kirkpatrick, Immediate Past-President; Joe Muhlberger, 
1st VP; Jim Carmen, MOAA VP; Bill Patterson. Treasurer; Julie Floyd, Membership; Dan Matz, Sec-
retary; Kirk Faryniasz, Legislative Liaison; Dan Melton, President 

Capt. Jim Carmen at the podium. Capt. Carmen being thanked by 

President Danny Melton 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Membership Dues Now Payable! 
MOAA SCC Chapter – Renew Today for 2026  

It's Time to Renew Your Membership! 
• Officer Dues: $20 

• Surviving Spouse Dues: $15 

• Spouses: Free! 

How to Pay 
• In Person: Bring your payment to the next luncheon. 

• By Mail: Send your check to: 

MOAA SCC Chapter 
PO Box 5693 
Sun City Center, FL 33571 

Don't miss out! Renew your membership and stay connected with your MOAA community. 

 

  

 

 

 

David J. Gauthier 
Certified Public Accountant—Sun City Accounting 

Sun City Center, Florida 33573 

 

(813) 634-9500 
(813)642-8112-Fax 

 

      Income Tax Preparation 

         Corporate and Business Taxes 
        Accounting and Bookkeeping 

Financial and Investment Planning 

Planning for Freedom Plaza Entrance Fees  

 

Please Support 

our  

Advertisers! 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

        
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2025 Memorial Day Sponsor 

2025 Memorial Day Sponsor 

Member Spotlight 
Are you involved in a community 

event, activity, or service?  Send us a 
picture and a description of 'you’ in 
action, and we will highlight you in 

the chapter newsletter! 

Newsletter Editor: Cliff Korn  
newsletter@sccmoaa.org 

"This is historical fiction and will give the reader insight into 
one of the pivotal battles of the Vietnam war. Matt's work 
putting this together was prodigious. I don't know how he did 
it. As a historical novel, I think it is great." 

General Walter Boomer, US Marine Corps (Ret) 
Available on Amazon and Kindle.  

 

  

Now and Always 
We’ll be There. 

  H         
 

  

 

 

90228 

     
1-800-247-2192 • www.moaainsurance.com  

Happy Birthday 
 
 

Cliff Korn  February 11  
Mike Small  February 15 
Paul Wheat  February 21 
Danny (Dan) Melton February 24 

mailto:newsletter@sccmoaa.org
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
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Sun City Center Chapter  
Military Officers Association of America 
P.O. Box 5693 
Sun City Center, FL. 33571-5693 

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. 
The Sun City Center (FL) MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of 
the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential associ-
ation of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. The newsletter is 
delivered electronically only. 
 

Commercial solicitation of members using membership rolls and/or 
rosters is prohibited.  Articles may be taken from MOAA and DoD publi-
cations. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the In-
ternal Revenue Codes. 
 

MOAA’s Legislative Action Center link:   https://moaa.quorum.us 

Florida House District 70 
Michael Owen 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local - PMB 432, 235 Apollo Beach Boulevard 
Apollo Beach, FL 33572-2251  
State - 1302 The Capitol  
402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee   32399-1300 

Tel.     Local - (656) 333-9530 
 State – 850-717-5070  
 Legislative Aid - JP Gutierrez  
 

Florida Senate District 20 
Jim Boyd 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local - 717 Manatee Ave. 
Suite 100 
Bradenton 34205 

 

State - 318 Senate Bldg. 
404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee   32399-1100 

Tel.     Local – (941) 742-6445  
State – (850) 487-5020  

 Legislative Assistant: 
 Kathy Galea & Amanda Romant  

romant.amanda@flsenate.gov 
 

Florida Congressional District 16 
Vern Buchanan 
Offices and Addresses: 
 Local - 510 Vonderburg Drive, Suite 303 
                  Brandon, FL 33511 
 

DC - 2110 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
 Washington, DC 20515 
Tel.     Local – 813-657-1013 
 DC – 202-226-5015 
 Fax – 202-226-0828 
Hillsborough County Area Manager - MarDee Buchman 
Hillsborough County Field Representative/Constituent  
Service – Melissa Jackson 

 

U.S. Senators 
Ashley Moody 
Offices and Addresses: 
Local - TBA 

DC - B40-B Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 

Tel.     Local – TBA 
 DC – 202-224-3041  
  
Legislative assistant: TBA 
  
 

Rick Scott 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local -801 N. Florida Ave 
Suite 421 
Tampa, FL 33602 

 
DC - 110 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 

Tel.     Local – 813-225-7040 
 DC - 202-224-5274 
Legislative assistant: 
 Kyle Joshua Hill 

https://moaa.quorum.us
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1632609230369398

