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President’s Message
Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret)

As we enter March, | want to recognize the MOAA Sun City Cen-
ter members who have exemplified the Military Officers Associa-
tion of America’s motto: “Never Stop Serving.” First, COL Eunice
Patxot, USA (Ret), who served as President and Past President of
the MOAA Sun City Center Chapter, continued to serve as the
Florida Council of Chapters (FCoC )’s Area Vice President for the
West-Central Florida Chapters for the past two years. Eunice was
recently elected to serve as the FCoC Vice President—
Congratulations, Eunice! Also, Eunice continues to serve as our
chapter Director for the JROTC Program.

| am grateful to our current Board Officers and Directors, all of
whom continue to serve our chapter and community through
their many contributions. CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret), who
served as our President during 2024 and 2025, now serves as
Past President. He also serves with the Silver Ospreys.

Our 1* VP, Lt Col Joe Muhlberger USAF (Ret), served as our
Chapter Secretary last year and, this year, became MOAA’s 1st
VP in addition to his very important position as President of the
Hillsborough County Veterans Council—he is a busy man. Maj
Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret), was Chapter President in 2010 and
currently serves as 2™ VP for Legislative Affairs.

CDR Dan Matz, USN (ret), is our Chapter Secretary. Lt Col Bill
Patterson, USAF (Ret), is our treasurer and ensures we pay our
bills and remain fiscally solvent. CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret), con-
tinues to serve as our Chapter Newsletter Editor and publishes
our very informative monthly newsletter.

Ms. Jeannie Stratis continues to serve in one of our most im-
portant director positions as our Surviving Spouse Liaison and
will be our speaker this month. MAJ Thomas Smith, USAF (Ret),
became our Chapter Chaplain when LTC Benny Blackshire, USA
(Retired) stepped down. Of note, Benny served as our Chapter
President in 2016 and 2017 and continues to track reservations
for our monthly luncheons—please make your reservation for
our March lunch meeting. Ms. Julie Floyd volunteered to serve
as our Membership Chair, likely one of the more challenging
positions given Sun City Center's demographics and the loss of
members over the past year. Many others support our chapter
by helping with our monthly luncheons and through various
fundraising and community events. Thank you all for continuing
to serve.

March 2026 Program

Jeannie Stratis

Estate Planning & Essential Documents:
Getting Your Affairs in Order

This presentation offers a practical overview of estate plan-
ning and the importance of organizing essential legal, finan-
cial, and personal documents. We will cover key items such
as wills, powers of attorney, healthcare directives, benefi-
ciary designations, and other critical records.

Having personally gone
through the process—and hav-
ing learned from the experienc-
es of many surviving spous-
es—she and other surviving
spouses will share helpful in-
sights, including important
“do’s and don’ts” that can ease
stress for loved ones.

Join us for an informative
luncheon meeting designed to
help you feel prepared, orga-
nized, and at peace with the
future.

Jeannie’s background:

Her entire life has been spent
around the military. Her father was in the Army for 31 years,
and she grew up as an Army brat. She worked in Civil Ser-
vice at the Naval Postgraduate School where she met her
husband John. They were married for 28 years until he
passed away in 2017. They had an amazing life traveling
the world with many PCS moves. Jeannie has spent her life
volunteering in support of the military and the communities
wherever they have lived.

John retired from the US Army as a Colonel after 28 years.
Their children, Jack and Juliette, were in college when their
Dad passed away and Joseph was just starting high school.
His death was unexpected after a short iliness.

Staying active in the community is a priority for Jeannie.
She wears many hats which include Program Consultant
for Blue Star Families, Surviving Spouse Liaison with
MOAA Sun City Center Chapter, Platinum Services Host
with Vinik Sports Group, and a Real Estate Agent with Kel-
ler Williams Suburban Tampa.



2025/2026 Chapter Officers

PRESIDENT
Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret).............(808) 589-6553
president@sccmoaa.org

1st VP

Lt Col Joe Muhlberger, USAF (Ret) .......(701)-509-3883
joseph.muhlberger@gmail.com

Program Chair

2nd VP

Maj Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret)..............(813) 677-2606
kfaryniasz@hotmail.com

Legislative Liaison

TREASURER
Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret)............ (603) 305-1062
bill@wwpat.us

SECRETARY
Dan Matz
matzdr@usa.net

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)............. (805) 506-3269
ualav8tor@yahoo.com

DIRECTOR

CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret).........cccervvenee. (813) 532-0913
newsletter@sccmoaa.org

Newsletter Editor

DIRECTOR

COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret).................(301) 529-4301
eunice@sccmoaa.org

Webmaster, JRROTC Liaison

DIRECTOR

Jean Bennett Stratis.......cccceevveiivercevennnnn. (813) 758-7330
jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com

Surviving Spouse Liaison

DIRECTOR

Maj Tom Smith, USAF (Ret)................... (813) 919-6645
tsmith0750@hotmail.com

Chaplain

DIRECTOR

Julie Floyd
mvodyssea@yahoo.com
Membership Chair

$20.00 - 4 March LUNCHEON - $20.00
To Register: 813-924-1983

Reservations no later than 6 p.m.
Sunday, 1 March 2026

Florida Room, Atrium Building
945 North Course Lane,
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Please give full names of members and guests, total
number attending. Cost is $20.00/person payable
at the door (cash, check, or credit card). Social hour
begins when you arrive, and the Business meeting
starts at 11:00 followed by a speaker and lunch.

Remember, if you make a reservation and do not
attend, you are expected to pay. Bring payment to
the next meeting or send check to:

Military Officers Association of America
Post Office Box 5693
Sun City Center, FL 33571-5693

March Buffet Luncheon Menu

Garden Salad Bar with Assorted Dressings,
Rolls & Butter

Entrees:

. Corned Beef & Cabbage
. Shepherd’s Pie

« Salmon with Dill Sauce

Starch & Vegetable du Jour
Desserts: Chef’s selected desserts

Beverages: Decaf Coffee, Iced Tea, and Ice
Water
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YOUR 2026
MEMBERSHIP
DUES ARE NOW
PAST DUE!

If you haven’t yet paid your 2026 Chapter

Membership Dues you are now PAST
DUE!

MOAA SCC Chapter - Renew Today for 2026

It's Time to Renew Your Membership!
Officer Dues: $20
Surviving Spouse Dues: $15
Spouses: Free!
How to Pay

In Person: Bring your payment to the next luncheon.
By Mail: Send your check to:

MOAA SCC Chapter
PO Box 5693
Sun City Center, FL 33571




Surviving Spouse Corner
Jeannie Stratis

Survivor Benefit Planning: Protecting the Ones
Who Served Beside Us

Surviving benefit planning is not just a financial exercise—
it is a final act of leadership and love. After a lifetime of
service, deployments, relocations, and shared sacrifice,
ensuring that your spouse is protected is one of the most
important responsibilities you still carry. Many of us made
benefit elections years ago, often quickly and with limited
information. Laws change. Family circumstances change.
Health changes. What made sense at retirement may de-
serve another look today. Taking the time now to review
your plans can spare your spouse confusion, delays, and
financial strain later.

The Survivor Benefit Plan remains the cornerstone of mili-
tary survivor income protection. Retirees should confirm:

What level of SBP coverage was elected?

Is your spouse properly listed with DFAS?

Have you had life changes—such as divorce or

remarriage—that require updates?

Do not assume records are correct simply because

they were completed years ago.
Review Life Insurance Coverage - Life insurance may help
cover final expenses, supplement SBP income, or provide
additional financial stability.

Understand VA Benefits and DIC - For veterans
with service-connected disabilities, surviving
spouses may qualify for Dependency and Indem-
nity Compensation (DIC) through the VA. Im-
portant steps include: Keeping copies of VA disa-
bility rating decisions.

Maintaining medical documentation.

Ensuring your spouse knows how to contact the
VA and file a claim.

Many surviving spouses report that understanding
DIC eligibility ahead of time made a significant
difference during a difficult period.

Healthcare coverage can shift after the retiree’s passing.
Interruptions in healthcare coverage often stem from out-
dated records—not ineligibility.

Verify that DEERS information is current.

Confirm your spouse understands TRICARE
eligibility.

For those eligible for Medicare, ensure enrollment
in Medicare Part A and Part B to maintain TRI-
CARE for Life.

Update Estate Planning Documents - Even in retirement,
estate planning is essential. At minimum, every retiree
should have:

A current will

Durable power of attorney
Healthcare surrogate designation
Living will

Updated beneficiary designations on all financial
accounts

DD214

Remember: Beneficiary forms override wills. Review them
regularly, especially after major life events.

Organize What Matters - One of the most common lessons
shared by surviving spouses is simple: organization reduc-
es stress. Create a clearly labeled folder—physical or digi-
tal—that includes:

DD-214

Retirement orders

SBP documentation

VA award letters

Insurance policies

Account information

Contact numbers for DFAS, VA, and TRICARE

Most importantly, have a conversation. Make sure your
spouse knows where everything is and who to call.

Lessons from Our Community - Older military widows and
widowers often say:

“Don’t assume it will be easy to figure out. Keep copies of
everything. Talk through the process together. Review
your benefits every few years.”

Military families are accustomed to preparing for contin-
gencies. Survivor benefit planning is simply another mis-
sion—one that ensures the spouse who stood watch at
home is cared for with dignity and security. Taking the
time now provides something invaluable: peace of mind
for both of you.

If you have tips, lessons learned, or practical advice that
could help fellow retirees and veterans, please consider
sharing them so we can continue supporting one another
in this season of life.




NATIONAL

VETERANS

GOLDEN AGE GAMES

June 27 - July 2, 2026 in Tampa, Florida

Inspired by programs that promote healthy aging, fitness and recreation, VA initiated
the National Veterans Golden Age Games in 1985 to underscore the preventive and
therapeutic value of sports medicine for older Veterans who receive health care at VA
facilities. The mission was clear—encourage physical activity through competitive sports
for positive outcomes and better health and wellness.

Today, the National Veterans Golden Age Games is 39 years strong and the only multi-

sport competition in the world designed to improve the quality of life for all older Veter-
ans, including those with a wide range of abilities. VA hosts the event in a new city each
year as Veterans look forward to a reunion with their community of brothers and sisters.

Fitness For Life — It’s Our Mission

Through its “Fitness for Life” focus, the National Veterans Golden Age Games is a
premier showcase for the rehabilitation value that sports, fitness, and wellness provide
in the lives of Veterans ages 55 and beyond. VA research and clinical experience verify
that sports rehabilitation plays a crucial role in helping with weight loss, improving
chronic conditions, and providing a fun way to de-stress.

Eligibility
The National Veterans Golden Age Games are open to U.S. military Veterans who are
55 years old or beyond by December 31, 2025. To register, you must be enrolled for

VA health care. Learn more: https://department.va.gov/veteran-sports/national-
veterans-golden-age-games/

Jan. 28, 2026: Registration opens 10 AM ET for the Visually Impaired & Wheelchair
Divisions.

Jan. 29, 2026: Registration opens 2 PM ET for all other eligible participants.
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February Meeting

Kirk Forbes was our February speaker. He helped establish the Wimauma/Sun City Center Cadet
Squadron, a new Civil Air Patrol squadron at the grass strip airport in Wimauma. The squadron pro-
vides meaningful opportunities—such as aerospace education, leadership training, flight orienta-
tion, and community service—to the region's large population of disadvantaged teenagers, helping

them build character, skills, and confidence.

civil Air Patrol
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FLY WITH US
TEACH WITH US
LEAD WITH US

Chapter President, Dan Melton, presents chapter
challenge coin to Kirk Forbes for a most interesting
talk on the Mission and benefits of the Civil Air
Patrol, and the establishment of a local squadron.







Your Chapter in Action

The MOAA Florida Council of Chapters conducted a Leadership Training Seminar and Convention in Orlando in
late January. As should come as no surprise, the Sun City Center chapter was actively involved! Our newly ap-
pointed president, Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret), participated in the Chapter President’s Officer Call at
the beginning of the event. After the session, he expressed gratitude for COL Steve Bond’s motivating
message, which encouraged all chapters to prioritize key action items such as registering with the Legis-
lation Action Center, following social media, sharing lessons learned from the Leadership Training Semi-
nar, and recruiting new members.

Two chapter members received special recognition in front of their peers. Jeannie Stratis, the Chapter

Surviving Spouse Liaison, was honored with the Surviving Spouse Liaison Excellence Award. In addi-

tion, CDR CIiff Korn, USNR (Ret), the Chapter Newsletter Editor, was presented with the Florida Coun-
cil’'s Leadership Award for his leadership and meritorious service to the chapter.

Jeannie Stratis accepting award with CAPT Tony
LaVecchia, USN (Ret), COL Steve Bond, USA, (Ret), and
Lt. Gen. Brian T. Kelly, USAF (Ret)

Sun City Center Chapter Surviving Spouse Liaison, Jeannie Stratis,
and Chapter Newsletter Editor, CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret) proudly
displaying their awards.




Please Support

our

Advertisers!

1010 AMERICAN EAGLE BLVD

TEL: (813) 633-4467,

fanaged By

LIFE CARE SERVICES

\\ SUN CITY CENTER, FL 33573

Freedom Plaza is a Life Plan Community designed for those who choose to
pursue their lifelong dreams in an engaging environment.

JOIN US FOR OUR NEXT COCKTAIL PARTY OR LUNCHEON AND
ALLOW US TO SHOW YOU HOW WE “ENRICH LIVES EVERYDAY!"

— Freedom Plaza, Sun City Center

a Proudly sponsored by Retired Officers’ Corporation

David J. Gauthier

Certified Public Accountant—Sun City Accounting
Sun City Center, Florida 33573

7 W
cpa

Certified Public
Accountants

(813) 634-9500
(813)642-8112-Fax

Income Tax Preparation
Corporate and Business Taxes
Accounting and Bookkeeping
Financial and Investment Planning
Planning for Freedom Plaza Entrance Fees

MILITARY
FAMILY
SUPPORT

We support military men, women, and families with funds from
individuals and organizations who care.

The Many Ways MFS & You Help
Military Families

Scholarships and Leadership Programs-Supporting Florida high
school & JROTC students

Career Development Grants- Year round vocational grants for
Florida students and veterans (restrictions apply)

JROTC Awards & Certificates Program- Champion Hillsborough
county JROTC students & Florida public schools in citizenship

Honor Flight Guardianship- Fund 4
guardians annually for flights to
Washington, D.C.

Service Dogs- Partnership to help
subsidize guide dogs and service dogs
for veterans

For more information, call
813/634-4675

or lLog onto our website at

milfamilysupport.org sﬂ’ ”
[ O

1010 American Eagle Blud. Ste 400
Sun City Center, Florida 33573

Support Your MOAA Charities

Bequests and Heritage Society

A bequest - a gift made through your will - allows you to retain control of
your assets during your lifetime and distribute them as you wish upon your
death. After providing for loved ones, many people choose to include a gift
to The MOAA Foundation.

Some of the most common types of bequests include a fixed-dollar
amount, a specific property, a percentage of the estate, or the residual
portion of the estate. A charitable bequest may reduce estate taxes.
Consult an attorney when making or revising a will to ensure compliance
with state law and to minimize applicable taxes.

Donors who provide for The MOAA Foundation either by means of a
bequest or a planned gift are eligible for Heritage Society membership.
For more information, please email our Development office at
foundation@moaa.org or call (800) 234-6622, ext.169.

For bequests to The MOAA Foundation, your attorney may
find the following wording useful:

“| give and bequeath (description of property) and/
or the sum of $ to Military Officers Association of America
(MOAA) Foundation, a Virginia nonprofit, charitable organization (EIN:
46-4219250) that is tax-exempt under section §501(c)3 of the Internal
Revenue Code doing business at 201 North Washington Street, Alexandria,
Virginia 22314-2539. These funds are to be used in support of all MOAA
Foundation charitable programs offered by MOAA, its subsidiaries, its
councils or its chapters to currently serving uniformed servicemembers
and veterans of all ranks, their families and their survivors.”
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| "This is historical fiction and will give the reader insight into
one of the pivotal battles of the Vietham war. Matt's work

| putting this together was prodigious. | don't know how he did
it. As a historical novel, I think it is great."

General Walter Boomer, US Marine Corps (Ret)
(| Available on Amazon and Kindle.

Member Spotlight

Are you involved in a community
event, activity, or service? Send us a
picture and a description of 'you’ in
action, and we will highlight you in
the chapter newsletter!

Newsletter Editor: Cliff Korn
newsletter@sccmoaa.org

Happy Birthday

March 3
March 6
March 12
March 16
March 23
March 28

Stephen Browning
Melissa Jackson
Anne Puruis

Dave Garner
Daniel Matz
Thomas Perusse

Universal
Realty
Simone M. Baillergeon
Owner/Short Sale Logistics

307 S. Pebble Beach Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Email: simone@sccrealty.com

Ity.con

Office: 813-633-3311 Cell: 813-917-3629

2025 Memorial Day Sponsor

Funeral Director

3 :
(. 813-634-990 Sun City Center
XY ./ Funeral Home
Q 1851 Ricksabacer D
N ( I ) 3 (
. () F SKk |
&2 i ;

Now and Always
We'll bg There.

“"M
INSURANCE
PLARS
1-800-247-2192 «

90228
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THE LARGER OUR NUMBERS,
THE GREATER YOUR VOICE.

Why MOAA chapter membership matters.
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P.O. Box 5693

Sun City Center Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Sun City Center, FL. 33571-5693

Florida House District 70
Michael Owen

Offices and Addresses:
Local - PMB 432, 235 Apollo Beach Boulevard
Apollo Beach, FL 33572-2251
State - 1302 The Capitol
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee 32399-1300
Tel. Local - (656) 333-9530
State - 850-717-5070
Legislative Aid - JP Gutierrez

Florida Senate District 20

Jim Boyd

Offices and Addresses:
Local - 717 Manatee Ave.

Suite 100
Bradenton 34205

State - 318 Senate Bldg.
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee 32399-1100

Tel. Local - (941) 742-6445
State — (850) 487-5020
Legislative Assistant:
Kathy Galea & Amanda Romant
romant.amanda@flsenate.gov

Florida Congressional District 16
Vern Buchanan
Offices and Addresses:
Local - 510 Vonderburg Drive, Suite 303
Brandon, FL 33511

DC - 2110 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515
Tel. Local - 813-657-1013
DC -202-226-5015
Fax - 202-226-0828
Hillsborough County Area Manager - MarDee Buchman

Hillsborough County Field Representative/Constituent
Service — Melissa Jackson

U.S. Senators
Ashley Moody

Offices and Addresses:

Local - TBA
DC - B40-B Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Tel. Local-TBA
DC -202-224-3041

Legislative assistant: TBA

Rick Scott

Offices and Addresses:
Local -801 N. Florida Ave
Suite 421
Tampa, FL 33602

DC - 110 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
Tel. Local - 813-225-7040
DC - 202-224-5274
Legislative assistant:
Kyle Joshua Hill

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate.

The Sun City Center (FL) MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of
the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential associ-
ation of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. The newsletter is

delivered electronically only.
Follow us on
f Facebook

Commercial solicitation of members using membership rolls and/or
rosters is prohibited. Articles may be taken from MOAA and DoD publi-
cations. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the In-
ternal Revenue Codes.

MOAA'’s Legislative Action Center link: https://moaa.quorum.us
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