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President’s Message 

Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret) 

This Memorial Day, we will honor the sacrifices of the men and women who have served 
our nation in uniform and given their lives in service to the United States of America. As 
this year marks the 250th Anniversary of the United States of America, it is a unique 
opportunity to reflect on the noble sacrifices of patriots who have given their lives during 
four different centuries, ensuring that we still live in the greatest nation on the face of the 
earth. 

Although Memorial Day, which is observed on the last Monday in May, was originally set 
aside as a day for remembering and honoring military personnel who died in the service of 
their country, with the passing of the “The National Moment of Remembrance Act in 2000 
and the “Veterans Day Moment of Silence Act” in 2016, it has become customary to 
recognize all veterans and their service on both solemn holidays. 

In Sun City Center, our MOAA chapter, along with other veterans’ service organizations, 
will honor all former or present community military veterans who have died in the past 
year. They will be recognized and honored by the Last Roll Call of Departed Comrades held 
concurrently with our Living Flag Tribute on Monday, May 25, 2026.  The program will start 
at 10:00 a.m. in the Veterans Theater in the Kings Point Clubhouse, 1900 Clubhouse Drive, 
Sun City Center. 

I have attached a link to a YouTube video of one of President Ronald Reagan's Memorial 
Day addresses. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cL-xDkxg8pc&list=RDcL-xDkxg8pc&start_radio=1 

Thank you all for your service and “Never Stop Serving.” 

http://www.sccmoaa.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cL-xDkxg8pc&list=RDcL-xDkxg8pc&start_radio=1
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May 2026 Program 
Dr. Susan MacManus, PhD 

The Sun City Center chapter is fortunate to welcome Dr. Susan MacManus as our featured  
presenter in May. She often calls our chapter her favorite group in which to present. If  
you haven’t heard her speak at prior visits, you are in for a treat. 

Dr. MacManus is a University of South Florida Distinguished University Professor  
Emerita (Department of Government and International Affairs, School of Interdisciplinary  
Global Studies). From 1998 to 2015, she was a political analyst for WFLA News Channel 8  
(Tampa's NBC affiliate). Since 2016, Dr. MacManus has been the political analyst for ABC  
Action News (Tampa's ABC affiliate). She is a featured columnist on sayfiereview.com, a  
widely read Florida-based political website, and has appeared on every major broadcast  
and cable television and radio network. Dr. MacManus is Florida's most-quoted political  
scientist. She is not affiliated with any political party. 

Dr. MacManus has authored or co-authored numerous 
publications on Florida politics, including Florida’s 
Minority Trailblazers: The Men and Women Who Changed 
the Face of Florida Government, Politics in Florida (5th ed., 
2019), Ten Media Markets, One Powerful State, Young v. 
Old: Generational Combat in the 21st Century? and 
Targeting Senior Voters. MacManus and her mother, 
Elizabeth, authored two local Florida history books: Citrus, 
Sawmills, Critters & Crackers: Early Life in Lutz and Central 
Pasco County and Going, Going, Almost Gone: Lutz-Land 
O' Lakes Pioneers Share Their Precious Memories. She is a 
native Floridian from a citrus-growing family. 
 
Dr. MacManus received her M.A. from the University of 
Michigan and Ph.D. from Florida State University.   
 
She will present on local, state, and national politics, with 

an emphasis on how Florida uniqueness impacts them all. 
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$20.00 - 6 May LUNCHEON - $20.00 

To Register: 813-924-1983 

Reservations no later than 6 p.m. Sunday, 3 May 2026 

Florida Room, Atrium Building 
945 North Course Lane,  

Sun City Center, FL 33573 
  

Please give full names of members and guests, total number attending.  Cost is $20.00/person 
payable at the door (cash, check, or credit card).  Social hour begins when you arrive, and the 
Business meeting starts at 11:00 followed by a speaker and lunch.  

Remember, if you make a reservation and do not attend, you are expected to pay. Bring 
payment to the next meeting or send check to: 

Military Officers Association of America  
Post Office Box 5693 

Sun City Center, FL  33571-5693 

 

May Buffet Luncheon Menu 

Garden Salad Bar with Assorted Dressings, Rolls & Butter 

Entrees: 
Pork Chops with Gravy 

Fried Chicken 
Bourbon Glazed Salmon 

Starch & Vegetable du Jour 

Desserts: Chef’s selected desserts   
Beverages: Decaf Coffee, Iced Tea, and Ice Water. 
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Surviving Spouse Corner 

Jeannie Stratis, Surviving Spouse Liaison 

MOAA’s Legislative Advocacy Center is one of the most powerful tools available for 
protecting the benefits and quality of life earned by our uniformed service members, 
veterans, and their families. It makes it easy for anyone, not just MOAA members, to stay 
informed on key issues and quickly contact their elected officials to make their voices 
heard. 

For surviving spouses, MOAA continues to advocate for critical issues such as increasing 
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) to create parity with other federal 
survivor programs and supporting the Love Lives On Act, which would allow surviving 
spouses to remarry without losing their benefits. These efforts help provide greater 
financial stability and dignity for those who have lost a military spouse. 

Beyond surviving spouse concerns, the Advocacy Center supports a wide range of 
priorities impacting active-duty service members, retirees, veterans, and military families. 
From military pay and health care to caregiver support and transition assistance, MOAA 
works to ensure the entire military community is represented on Capitol Hill. 

Getting involved is simple. With just a few clicks, you can send a message directly to your 
representatives and help influence meaningful change. Whether you’ve served, supported 
someone who has, or simply believe in standing behind our military community, your 
voice matters. 

Here is more information regarding the DIC increase and the Love Lives On Act, along with 
a link to the Legislative Advocacy Center. 

Parity for Surviving Spouses: Increase Dependency and Indemnity Compensation 

11476 actions taken -- 8524 needed to reach next goal: 

Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC)—a benefit for survivors of those who die 
in service or from service-connected conditions—lags behind other federal survivor 
benefits. DIC provides only 43% of what a 100% service-disabled veteran receives. 
Civilian federal survivor programs provide up to 55% of the employee’s calculated 
retirement pay. 
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This inequity leaves military survivors with less support than their civilian counterparts, 
despite the sacrifices their loved ones made in service to our country. 

The bill also cuts in half, from 10 years to five, the amount of time a veteran must be rated 
100% disabled before passing away from a non-service-connected condition for the 
surviving spouse to collect DIC. 

Contact your lawmaker today and ask them to champion this bill and push for its passage. 

Love Lives On: Protect Surviving Spouses’ Right to Remarry 

4862 actions taken -- 138 needed to reach next goal: 

Surviving military spouses who lose their loved ones due to combat, service-related 
illnesses, or suicide often face a difficult choice: remarry and lose their earned benefits or 
remain single for financial stability. 

Current law revokes benefits if they remarry before age 55, leaving many—especially 
those with young children—without crucial support. The Love Lives On Act (H.R. 1004/S. 
410) ensures surviving spouses can remarry at any age without losing their benefits. 

By supporting this legislation, Congress can honor the sacrifices of military families and 
provide them with the stability they deserve. 

MOAA Legislative Advocacy Center Active Campaigns 

 

  

https://moaa.quorum.us/active_campaigns/
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Chaplain’s Devotional for May 

Rev. Dr. Thomas A. Smith 

The Blessing of Testing 

Psalm 17:3 (New King James Version),”3 You have tested my heart; You have visited me in the 
night; You have tried me and have found nothing; I have purposed that my mouth shall 
not transgress. 

From birth to death, life is made up of tests. The physician orders tests immediately after birth, 
and the coroner orders tests before we can be buried. God has designed tests of leadership 
development to guide us on our spiritual journey to complete our mission He has ordained for us. 
Let’s look at some tests of spiritual leadership development. 

Faith test-This is a test in small things that determines our faithfulness and potential for great 
opportunities. It speaks to living not as unwise but as wise, making the most of opportunities, 
because the days are evil. 

Motivation test-This test comes to the one who is doing what is right, to examine why he or she is 
doing the task. Satan presents himself before God to accuse Job in Job 1:9-11. He accused Job of 
serving only for what he could obtain. Would Job still be faithful if everything was stripped of him? 
God stripped Job; Job remained faithful. 

Stewardship test-This test proves how strategically and generously we handle the resources we 
control. Several parables in Scripture address man’s responsibility to be a good manager of 
everything God gives him/her. Time, talent, education, finances, compassion, and love are only 
several resources entrusted to all of us. 

Wilderness test-This test shows our spiritual dryness and reveals our willingness to change and 
grow. Deuteronomy 8:15-16 (New King James Version), “15 who led you through that great and 
terrible wilderness, in which were fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty land where there was 
no water; who brought water for you out of the flinty rock; 16 who fed you in the wilderness 
with manna, which your fathers did not know, that He might humble you and that He might test 
you, to do you good in the end—” 

Credibility test-This test reveals the depth of our integrity, to see if we will compromise under 
pressure.  Man looks at one’s appearance, but God looks at the heart, 1 Samuel 16:7. 

Let me end our time together by asking this question, “What test(s) do you need to prepare for 
today to pass when you stand before God. We are tested from birth to death and in between. 
Study hard. Eternity demands it. 

Be abundantly blessed today. 
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Advocacy in Action 
I hope most of you know that April is the month that MOAA conducts its annual Advocacy in Action 
campaign, sending representatives to our nation’s capital to bring veterans' issues to Congress. Eunice 
Patxot, a Sun City Center chapter past-president and current webmaster and JROTC liaison, also serves 
as a Florida Council of Chapters Vice President. In that role, she was one of the individuals making the 
trip to D.C. She submitted the following to our newsletter: 

On 13-16 Apr, I had the privilege and honor of being 1 of the team of 3 that represented the Florida 
Council of Chapters (FlCoC) at the MOAA Advocacy in Action in Washington, D.C. As the #1 lobby 
organization in DC, MOAA's AiA event provides the participants an opportunity to meet with their 
Representatives and Senators and help national MOAA in their lobby efforts.    

During this year's AiA, 49 states participated in AiA and visited the offices of over 300 
Representatives and Senators. The Florida team met with 16 Senators/ Representatives or their 
staffs. 

The following 4 issues were presented during our visits: 

Major Richard Star Act. Currently, medically retired, combat-injured servicemembers lose some 
or all their earned retirement pay due to an unjust offset with VA disability compensation. This bill 
seeks to correct the injustice. Two-thirds of Congress is on board, but there is reluctance due to 
cost. 

Shutdown Fairness Act. Service members continue to serve, without pay, during government 
shutdowns, although they continue to defend our nation. This bill, which has bipartisan support, 
seeks to authorize pay for all service members during shutdowns.   

GUARD (Governing Unaccredited Representatives Defrauding) VA Benefits Act. Unaccredited, 
for-profit ‘claim sharks’ exploit veterans navigating through the VA disability system. In 2006, 
Congress removed the  VA’s authority to penalize these claim sharks. The VA offers the service for 
free, as do the accredited VSOs; there is no need to pay for this service. This bill will impose 
penalties on these unaccredited sharks. 

Military CARE Act. Appointment shortages, unanswered calls, and referral delays continue to be a 
huge problem. This bill will provide a digitized platform to track and report these issues. 

It is crucial that we continue to ensure our Representatives hear our voices and support the issues 
important to you.  You can easily do this through the Legislative Action Center at: 
moaa.quorum.us.  

 

  

 

http://moaa.quorum.us/
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Sun City Center Chapter again  
recognized for excellence! 

 

MOAA National offers four major annual awards to its councils and chapters and their members.  

• MOAA Levels of Excellence (LOE) Awards 
• Col. Marvin J. Harris Communications Awards 
• Col. Steve Strobridge Legislative Chair/Liaison Award 
• Surviving Spouse Liaison Excellence Award 

 

LOE awards are MOAA's most prestigious affiliate awards, honoring councils and 
chapters for their efforts across the full scope of our association's mission. Our 
chapter has once again earned MOAA’s highest accomplishment for a chapter, 
the 2025 Five-Star Levels of Excellence Award. 

 

 

The Harris Communications Award is MOAA's annual program identifying councils 
and chapters that do an outstanding job communicating with their members. Our 
chapter again was awarded the Harris Communications Awards for both our 
website and our newsletter.  

 

The Strobridge Legislative annual award recognizes an affiliate legislative chair or liaison who has 
demonstrated superior service to their council/chapter and national MOAA in support of national and/or 
state legislation that affects servicemembers, veterans, retirees, and their families. 

The Surviving Spouse Award honors the efforts of affiliate Surviving Spouse Liaisons. Surviving Spouse 
Liaisons work at the council and chapter level to ensure fellow survivors remain connected to the military 
family and participate in local and national programs and advocacy efforts. (Our own Jeannie Stratis won 
this award in 2024!) 

Kudos to all involved. All chapter members can be justifiably proud of our chapter's accomplishments. 

https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/chapters-and-councils/council-and-chapter-awards/#LOE
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/chapters-and-councils/council-and-chapter-awards/#Harris
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/chapters-and-councils/council-and-chapter-awards/#Strobridge
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/chapters-and-councils/council-and-chapter-awards/#Spouse
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April Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rolleen Margerum, Executive Director of RePawz Academy, a non-profit 
dedicated to transforming lives through the power of service dogs, did 
an excellent job of informing our members about the history of RePawz 
Academy and how it serves veterans – especially those who do not 
always receive the support they deserve for their disabilities. She 
informed us on how the service animals benefit those in need of both 
emotional and physical support. 
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Please 
Support our  

Advertisers! 

David J. Gauthier 

Certified Public Accountant—Sun City 

Accounting 

Sun City Center, Florida 33573 

  

(813) 634-9500 

(813)642-8112-Fax 

  

      Income Tax Preparation 

         Corporate and Business Taxes 

        Accounting and Bookkeeping 

Financial and Investment Planning 

Planning for Freedom Plaza Entrance Fees  
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Member Spotlight 

Are you involved in a community event, 
activity, or service?  Send us a picture 

and a description of 'you’ in action, 
and we will highlight you in the chapter 

newsletter! 

Newsletter Editor: Cliff Korn  
newsletter@sccmoaa.org 

  

"This is historical fiction and will give the reader insight 
into one of the pivotal battles of the Vietnam war. Matt's 
work putting this together was prodigious. I don't know 
how he did it. As a historical novel, I think it is great." 

General Walter Boomer, US Marine Corps (Ret) 
Available on Amazon and Kindle.  

Happy Birthday 

  

 Happy May Birthday to the following  

members of the SCC MOAA Family! 

Terry Hueser                          May 2 

Betty Stauning-Santiago      May 3 

Michelle Halcomb                 May 18 

Bill Kirkpatrick                       May 18 

  

 

  

mailto:newsletter@sccmoaa.org
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
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June 27 – July 2, 2026 in Tampa, Florida 
Inspired by programs that promote healthy aging, fitness and recreation, VA initiated 
the National Veterans Golden Age Games in 1985 to underscore the preventive and 
therapeutic value of sports medicine for older Veterans who receive health care at VA 
facilities. The mission was clear—encourage physical activity through competitive 
sports for positive outcomes and better health and wellness. 

Today, the National Veterans Golden Age Games is 39 years strong and the only multi-
sport competition in the world designed to improve the quality of life for all older 
Veterans, including those with a wide range of abilities. VA hosts the event in a new city 
each year as Veterans look forward to a reunion with their community of brothers and 
sisters. 

Fitness For Life – It’s Our Mission 

Through its “Fitness for Life” focus, the National Veterans Golden Age Games is a  
premier showcase for the rehabilitation value that sports, fitness, and wellness provide 
in the lives of Veterans ages 55 and beyond. VA research and clinical experience verify 
that sports rehabilitation plays a crucial role in helping with weight loss, improving 
chronic conditions, and providing a fun way to de-stress. 

Eligibility 

The National Veterans Golden Age Games are open to U.S. military Veterans who 
are 55 years old or beyond by December 31, 2025. To register, you must be enrolled 
for VA health care. Learn more: https://department.va.gov/veteran-sports/national-
veterans-golden-age-games/ 

Jan. 28, 2026: Registration opens 10 AM ET for the Visually Impaired & Wheelchair  
Divisions. 

Jan. 29, 2026: Registration opens 2 PM ET for all other eligible participants. 

  

https://department.va.gov/veteran-sports/national-veterans-golden-age-games/
https://department.va.gov/veteran-sports/national-veterans-golden-age-games/
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2025/2026 Chapter Officers 

PRESIDENT 
Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret)   (808) 589-6553 
president@sccmoaa.org 

1st Vice President - Program Chair 
Lt Col Joe Muhlberger, USAF (Ret)   701)-509-3883 
joseph.muhlberger@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President - Legislative Liaison 
Maj Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret)   (813) 677-2606 
kfaryniasz@hotmail.com 

TREASURER 
Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret)   (603) 305-1062 
bill@wwpat.us 

SECRETARY   
CDR Dan Matz, USN (former)    (737) 221-9105 
matzdr@usa.net 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)   (805) 506-3269 
ualav8tor@yahoo.com 

DIRECTOR - Newsletter Editor 
CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret)    (813) 532-0913 
newsletter@sccmoaa.org 

DIRECTOR - Webmaster, JRROTC Liaison 
COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret)    (301) 529-4301 
eunice@sccmoaa.org 

DIRECTOR - Surviving Spouse Liaison 
Jean Bennett Stratis     (813) 758-7330 
jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR - Chaplain 
Maj Tom Smith, USAF (Ret)    (813) 919-6645 
tsmith0750@hotmail.com 

DIRECTOR - Membership Chair 
Julie Floyd      (813) 833-5622 
mvodyssea@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:president@sccmoaa.org
mailto:joseph.muhlberger@gmail.com
mailto:kfaryniasz@hotmail.com
mailto:bill@wwpat.us
mailto:matzdr@usa.net
mailto:ualav8tor@yahoo.com
mailto:newsletter@sccmoaa.org
mailto:eunice@sccmoaa.org
mailto:jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/29f64fe3d09db78e/Documents/MOAA/2024_12/tsmith0750@hotmail.com
mailto:mvodyssea@yahoo.com
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The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate.  
The Sun City Center (FL) MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of the 
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential association of 
military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. The newsletter is delivered 
electronically only. 
 Commercial solicitation of members using membership rolls and/or rosters is prohibited.  Articles may be taken from 
MOAA and DoD publications. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue 
Codes.  MOAA’s Legislative Action Center link:   https://moaa.quorum.us              
 
  

  

Sun City Center Chapter  

Military Officers Association of America 

P.O. Box 5693 

Sun City Center, FL. 33571-5693 

https://moaa.quorum.us/

