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President’s Message
Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret)

As we enter June, | want to thank all of the MOAA SCC members, along with the members
of other veterans service organizations and community officials of Sun City Center and
King’s Point, who make the Sun City Center Memorial Day Observance a success,
enabling us to honor our men and women of the U.S. Armed Services who gave their lives
in service to our nation. We also honor the memory of those veterans in our community
who passed away in the last year. Thank you to all who support the commemoration.

| also want to recognize and thank Benny and Janet Blackshire for their support of the
family of John Lewis, Jr., who passed away on May 1, 2026. John served during the Viethnam
War, left the Marine Corps as a Captain, and worked for the Federal Bureau of
Investigation for 29 years. He was only a member of MOAA SCC for about six months.
Benny, along with others from the Retired Officers’ Corporation, orchestrated a very
moving and memorable celebration of life for John in which John’s family participated at
Freedom Plaza. Thankyou, Benny and Janet.

At 11:00 on Wednesday, June 3, 2026, we will hold our monthly MOAA Sun City Center
Chapter meeting and luncheon in the Florida Room, Atrium Building. Our speaker will be
one of our chapter members, LTC Jeff Camp, Ph.D., USA (Ret).

Although we will not meet in July and August, we will all celebrate the 250™ Anniversary of
the United States of America on July 4th. The freedom we have as Americans is a blessing
bought through the sacrifices of so many who fought forindependence and sustained
since the founding of our nation by the faithful service of innumerable Americans, including
members of our association. Happy Birthday and God Bless America!!!l Have a great and
safe summer!


http://www.sccmoaa.org/

June 2026 Program

LTC Jeff Camp, Ph.D., USA (Ret)

By Joe Muhlberger, Chapter 1st Vice President

Jeff Camp was raised in the foothills of the Adirondack Mountains in Upstate New York. His
prowess for leadership came at an early age when he played varsity football in high school.
To learn more about our June 2026 guest speaker, go to veteranscornerradio.com and look
up the interview with him located as “Jeff Camp, retired Lieutenant Colonel, United States
Army.”

As a veteran of the Cold War, Jeff attended
Sienna College. Then, after 9/11, he headed to
Irag embedded with the Polish Army. That was
followed by another deployment to Afghanistan.
Eventually, Jeff retired with honor from the
United States Army as a Lieutenant Colonel.

Since retiring, Jeff has continued his highly
sought-after leadership style. He is the
President of Coequal Leadership LLC,
specializing in business consulting services in
business leadership development and
management. Academically, he was recently
hooded as he graduated with his Doctorate
Degree. And he is a published author, having
released his book “The Accidental Mentor.”

His book highlights the human side of leading

. through change. Plus, this book is full of Jeff’s
heart. Jeff’s world has mcluded being shaken by veteran suicides. As a veteran, proceeds
from his book are contributed to the prevention of veteran suicides.

He recently completed his first year as a science teacher at a Tampa, Florida-area high
school. So beloved, he received personal handwritten accolades from students, some of
which included drawings of him in action at the front of the class.

We’re also happy to have him as a member of our Sun City Center Chapter of the Military
Officers Association of America. Here’s looking forward to welcoming Jeff as our Guest
Speaker for our June 2026 Monthly Luncheon.




$20.00 - 3 June LUNCHEON - $20.00
To Register: 813-924-1983
Reservations no later than 6 p.m. Sunday, 31 May 2026
Florida Room, Atrium Building
945 North Course Lane,
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Please give full names of members and guests, total number attending.
Cost is $20.00/person payable at the door (cash, check, or credit card).
Social hour begins when you arrive, and the Business meeting starts at 11:00
followed by a speaker and lunch.

Rember, if you make a reservation and do not attend, you are expected to pay.
Bring payment to the next meeting or send check to:

Military Officers Association of America
Post Office Box 5693
Sun City Center, FL 33571-5693

June Buffet Luncheon Menu

Garden Salad Bar with Assorted Dressings, Rolls & Butter
Entrees:
1. Red Wine Braised Beef Short Ribs
2. Italian Herb Roasted Chicken
3. Stuffed Shells with Marinara Sauce
Starch & Vegetable du Jour

Desserts: Chef’s selected desserts
Beverages: Decaf Coffee, Iced Tea, and Ice Water.




Chaplain’s Devotional for June
Rev. Dr. Thomas A. Smith

Foundation of Leadership

“If today you will be a servant to those people...they will always be your servants. But
Rehoboam rejected the advice the elders gave him.” (1 Kings 12:7-8).

| had the honor to represent MOAA and present a reward to a JROTC Cadet that had shown
excellence in his endeavors. He stood facing me at the end of the presentation and
snapped a smart salute that | returned. The encounter caused me to realize that leadership
does not stop with retirement from active military duty. We have an even greater
responsibility to lead young men/women who aspire to follow us through active military
service. | want to address several foundations of leadership today.

Leadership is Influence. Influencing people in a positive way depends on building
relationships, so influence takes time. Spending time with people, allowing them to learn

from your years of experience, will influence them to pursue excellence in their endeavors.
have committed myself to becoming more active in the functions and education of young
men/women that | want to influence positively.

Everything rises and falls on leadership. This is a life-changing concept. Nothing can
grow past its leadership. This reality tells me that my aspirations in any endeavor will not
grow past me! Why is my influence growing or not growing? Am | being a positive influence
as a Chaplain at MOAA? What can | do to be a positive influence?

The supreme value of leadership credibility. People often lose credibility when they
promise or promote things that they do not or cannot fulfill. It is important that we do not
communicate publicly about things we plan to do and then not fulfill them.

Leaders possess tremendous faith in people. If you do not believe in people, you do not
have to tell them; they will sense it. People tend to rise to the leader’s expectations. When
you look at the people you influence, do you see the problems or the potential?

Leaders can be taught. Each of us has varying gifts and experiences. Let me challenge you
to commit to the leadership of young people who need to learn from our life experiences.

End-Note: | am ready to serve you today as you need chaplain services. Please feel free to
contact me at (813) 919-6645 or tsmith0750@hotmail.com if | can serve you in any way
possible.

Be abundantly blessed today!



mailto:tsmith0750@hotmail.com

May Meeting

Dr. Susan MacManus once again regaled
our membership with an overview of
Florida’s political landscape and our
impact on national politics. If you missed
it, you missed a good one!
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GREATER SUN CITY CENTER AREA

MEMORIAL DAY 2026 CEREMONY
A TRIBUTE TO OUR DECEASED VETERANS

MEMORIAL DAY

,
-+
.

The Sun City Center Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America is sponsoring the
Memorial Day Ceremony to be held at the Veterans Theater in the Kings Point Clubhouse at
10:00 am on May 25, 2026. Those attending are requested to be seated by 9:45 am.

All Veterans in the Greater Sun City Center Area who have died since the 2025 Memorial
Day Ceremony will be honored during the Living Flag Tribute and the Roll Call, the reading of
names of the deceased veterans.

The guest speaker will be Rear Admiral Ronald F. Silva, USCG Retired. Admiral Silva
assumed duties as the Commander, Ninth Coast Guard District in May 2002. As the Great
Lakes region’s operational commander, he led more than 7,000 regular, reserve, and auxiliary
men and women of the Coast Guard assigned to eight states surrounding the 6,700 miles of
shoreline and 1,500 miles of international border including search and rescue, marine safety,
security, and environmental protection, maritime law enforcement, aids to navigation and
icebreaking services to the region’s citizens. Admiral Silva retired from active duty in 2004.

No reservations are required, and the public is invited to attend. Special seating will be reserved
for the families of the deceased veterans.

For additional information contact Daniel Matz, CDR, USN (Ret), at 737-221-9105.




Spoto HS JROTC MOAA medal award

Cadet/Command Master Chief Aiden Corder

Surviving Spouse Corner

Jeannie Stratis, Surviving Spouse Liaison

June is a great time to slow down a little and appreciate the people who matter most—our
spouses, our families, and the friends around us. Being a military spouse comes with its
own kind of life. We’ve all handled moves, changes, and plenty of unknowns along the way.
It’s easy to stay focused on the day-to-day, butit’s also important to think ahead just a little.

In my role as Surviving Spouse Liaison, | always encourage spouses to stay informed about
the benefits and resources available to military families. It’s not the most exciting topic, |
know—but it’s one of those things that really matters down the road. MOAA is continuing to
push for better support for military families and surviving spouses, including improvements
to Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) and support for the Love Lives On Act.

More than anything, | just want to encourage you to stay connected—to your family, and this
community. The relationships we build now are the ones that carry us through whatever
comes next. As always, if you have questions or just want to talk, I’'m here. Wishing you a
great start to summer! Never stop serving.
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WIRELESS CONNECTIVITY FOR
FLORIDA VETERANS

THROUGH THIS PARTNERSHIP, ELIGIBLE
VETERANS RECEIVE:
v/ 2 YEARS OF UN;.}\I:HED TALK, TEXT & model.
+ SECURE MOBILE DEVICE - ANDROID Veterans receive secure mobile service and,
11 SMART PHONE in return, participate in occasional surveys

/ NO CONTRACTS and receive important Veteran resource
+/ NO CREDIT CARD REQUIRED updates.

This helps strengthen services across
DELIVERED THROUGH SECURE

INFRASTRUCTURE POWERED BY Florida.
ONWARD NETWORKS. We do not sell your data.

How the Program Works:
This is a connectivity-for-engagement

PREFER TO SIGN UP YOURSELF?
SCAN HERE

Website:

https://floridaveterans ofgiphones/
Emall:
info@floridaveterans org
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ered By

Onward Networks

Implemented Statewide By
Florida Veterans Coalition
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LIFE CARE SERVICES

TEL: (813) 633-4467 1010 AMERICAN EAGLE BLVD
5\\

SUN CITY CENTER, FL 33573

Freedom Plaza is a Life Plan Community designed for those who choose to
pursue their lifelong dreams in an engaging environment.

JOIN US FOR OUR NEXT COCKTAIL PARTY OR LUNCHEON AND
ALLOW US TO SHOW YOU HOW WE “ENRICH LIVES EVERYDAY!"

— Freedom Plaza, Sun City Center

@ Proudly sponsored by Retired Officers’ Corporation

MILITARY
FAMILY
SUPPORT

We support military men, women, and families with funds from
individuals and organizations who care.

The Many Ways MFS & You Help
Military Families

Scholarships and Leadership Programs-Supporting Florida high
school & JROTC students

Career Development Grants- Year round vocational grants for
Florida students and veterans (restrictions apply)

JROTC Awards & Certificates Program- Champion Hillsborough
county JROTC students & Florida public schools in citizenship

Honor Flight Guardianship- Fund 4
guardians annually for flights to
Washington, D.C.

Service Dogs- Partnership to help
subsidize guide dogs and service dogs
for veterans

For more information, call
813/634-4675
or log onto our website at
milfamilysupport.org

1010 American Eagle Blud. Ste 400
Sun City Center, Florida 33573

David J. Gauthier

Certified Public Accountant—Sun City
Accounting

Sun City Center, Florida 33573

(813) 634-9500
(813)642-8112-Fax

Income Tax Preparation
Corporate and Business Taxes
Accounting and Bookkeeping
Financial and Investment Planning
Planning for Freedom Plaza Entrance Fees

Support Your MOAA Charities

Bequests and Heritage Society

A bequest - a gift made through your will - allows you to retain control of
your assets during your lifetime and distribute them as you wish upon your
death. After providing for loved ones, many people choose to include a gift
to The MOAA Foundation.

Some of the most common types of bequests include a fixed-dollar
amount, a specific property, a percentage of the estate, or the residual
portion of the estate. A charitable bequest may reduce estate taxes.
Consult an attorney when making or revising a will to ensure compliance
with state law and to minimize applicable taxes.

Donors who provide for The MOAA Foundation either by means of a
bequest or a planned gift are eligible for Heritage Society membership.
For more information, please email our Development office at
foundation@moaa.org or call (800) 234-6622, ext.169.

For bequests to The MOAA Foundation, your attorney may
find the following wording useful:

“| give and bequeath (description of property) and/
or the sumof $ to Military Officers Association of America
(MOAA) Foundation, a Virginia nonprofit, charitable organization (EIN:
46-4219250) that is tax-exempt under section §501(c)3 of the Internal
Revenue Code doing business at 201 North Washington Street, Alexandria,
Virginia 22314-2539. These funds are to be used in support of all MOAA
Foundation charitable programs offered by MOAA, its subsidiaries, its
councils or its chapters to currently serving uniformed servicemembers
and veterans of all ranks, their families and their survivors.”




"This is historical fiction and will give the reader insight
into one of the pivotal battles of the Vietnam war. Matt's
work putting this together was prodigious. | don't know
how he did it. As a historical novel, | think it is great."

General Walter Boomer, US Marine Corps (Ret)
i Available on Amazon and Kindle.

BIRTHDAYS

Happy Birthday

Happy June Birthday to the following
members of the SCC MOAA Family!
Julie Floyd
Gene Ehlers
Janice Brockmeier
Dan Shaffer
Ferris Garret

June 5

June 7

June 11
June 14
June 18
June 18
June 19
June 26

Lynn Barrett
Bill Patterson

Pierre Joly
Greg Phelps
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Member Spotlight

Are you involved in a community event,
activity, or service? Send us a picture
and a description of 'you’ in action,
and we will highlight you in the chapter
newsletter!

Newsletter Editor: Cliff Korn
newsletter@sccmoaa.org

2026 Memorial Day Sponsor

N\

Universal
Realty
Simone M. Baillergeon
Owner/Short Sale Logistics

307 S. Pebble Beach Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Email: simone@sccrealty.com

www.sccrealty.con

Office: 813-633-3311 Cell: 813-917-3629

2026 Memorial Day Sponsor

Funeral Director

S\
. 813-634-9900 E Sun City Center
\X Funeral Home
¢ 18511 D
S ( | Bur (
@ it Out S

Now and Always
We'll be There.

[[[iMoax

1-800-247-2192
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https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1

NATIONAL

VETERANS

GOLDEN AGE GAMES

June 27 -July 2, 2026 in Tampa, Florida

Inspired by programs that promote healthy aging, fithess and recreation, VA initiated
the National Veterans Golden Age Games in 1985 to underscore the preventive and
therapeutic value of sports medicine for older Veterans who receive health care at VA
facilities. The mission was clear—encourage physical activity through competitive
sports for positive outcomes and better health and wellness.

Today, the National Veterans Golden Age Games is 39 years strong and the only multi-
sport competition in the world designed to improve the quality of life for all older
Veterans, including those with a wide range of abilities. VA hosts the event in a new city
each year as Veterans look forward to a reunion with their community of brothers and
sisters.

Fitness For Life - It’s Our Mission

Through its “Fitness for Life” focus, the National Veterans Golden Age Games is a
premier showcase for the rehabilitation value that sports, fitness, and wellness provide
in the lives of Veterans ages 55 and beyond. VA research and clinical experience verify
that sports rehabilitation plays a crucial role in helping with weight loss, improving
chronic conditions, and providing a fun way to de-stress.

Eligibility
The National Veterans Golden Age Games are open to U.S. military Veterans who
are 55 years old or beyond by December 31, 2025. To register, you must be enrolled
for VA health care. Learn more: https://department.va.gov/veteran-sports/national-
veterans-golden-age-games/

Jan. 28, 2026: Registration opens 10 AM ET for the Visually Impaired & Wheelchair
Divisions.

Jan. 29, 2026: Registration opens ? PM ET\for all other eligible participants.
L ")



https://department.va.gov/veteran-sports/national-veterans-golden-age-games/
https://department.va.gov/veteran-sports/national-veterans-golden-age-games/

2025/2026 Chapter Officers

PRESIDENT
Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret)
president@sccmoaa.org

1st Vice President - Program Chair
Lt Col Joe Muhlberger, USAF (Ret)
joseph.muhlberger@gmail.com

2nd Vice President - Legislative Liaison
Maj Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret)
kfaryniasz@hotmail.com

TREASURER
Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret)
bill@wwpat.us

SECRETARY
CDR Dan Matz, USN (former)
matzdr@usa.net

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)
ualav8tor@yahoo.com

DIRECTOR - Newsletter Editor
CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret)
newsletter@sccmoaa.org

DIRECTOR - Webmaster, JRROTC Liaison
COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret)
eunice@sccmoaa.org

DIRECTOR - Surviving Spouse Liaison
Jean Bennett Stratis
jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com

DIRECTOR - Chaplain
Maj Tom Smith, USAF (Ret)
tsmith0750@hotmail.com

DIRECTOR - Membership Chair
Julie Floyd
mvodyssea@yahoo.com

(808) 589-6553

701)-509-3883

(813) 677-2606

(603) 305-1062

(737) 221-9105

(805) 506-3269

(813) 532-0913

(301) 529-4301

(813) 758-7330

(813) 919-6645

(813) 833-5622

——
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THE LARGER OUR NUMBERS,
THE GREATER YOUR VOICE.

Why MOAA chapter membership matters.

[[[TMoAA
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MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT FORM FOR MOAA AND MOAA Sun City Center Chapter
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Sun City Center Chapter

Military Officers Association of Americ
P.O. Box 5693

Sun City Center, FL. 33571-5693
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Florida House District 70
Michael Owen

OHices and Addresses:
Local - PME 432, 235 Apolla Beach Boulevard
Apollo Beach, FL 33572-2251
State - 1302 The Capitol
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahaszee 32399-1300
Tel. Local - (B36) 333-9530
State — 850-717-5070
Legizlative Aid - IP Gutierrez

Florida Senate District 20

Jim Boyd

Offices and Addresses:
Lacal - 717 Manatee Ave.
Suite 100
Bradenton 34203

State - 318 Senate Bldg.
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahaszee 32399-1100

Tel. Local —(941) 742-6445
State — (B00)] 487-5020
Legislative Assistant:
Kathy Falea & Amanda Bomant
roma nt.amanda@flse nate.gowv

Florida Congressional District 16
Vern Buchanan

Offices and Addresses:
Local - 510 Vonderburg Drive, Suite 303
Brandon, FL 33311

D - 2110 Rayburn House Office Bldg.

Washington, DC 20515
Tel. Local-813-657-1013

D -202-226-5015

Fax — 202-226-0828
Hilleborough County Area Manager - MarDee Buchman
Hillsborough County Field Re pre sentative/ Con stitue nt
Gervice — Melissa lackson

U.5. Senators
Ashley Moody

Ofices and Addresses:

Local - TBA
DG - B40-B Dirksen e nate Office Building
Washington, DC 20310

Tel. Local - TEA
D -202-224-3041

Legislative assistant: TEA

Rick Scott

Offices and Addresses:
Laocal -801 M. Flarida Ave
Suite 421
Tampa, FL 33602

DC - 110 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
Tel. Local - 813-225-7040
DC - 202-224-53274
Legislative assistant:
Kyle lashua Hill

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate.

The Sun City Center (FL) MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of the
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential association of
military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. The newsletter is delivered

electronically only.

Commercial solicitation of members using membership rolls and/or rosters is prohibited. Articles may be taken from

MOAA and DoD publications. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue
Codes. MOAA’s Legislative Action Center link: https://moaa.quorum.us
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